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Nebraska Bird Review 


Population Dynamics Of Diurnal Birds 
Of Prey In The Panhandle Of Nebraska 

by 

John and Ann Mathisen 


One of the most conspicuous groups 
of birds in our environment is the 
diurnal birds of prey, comprising 
the order Falconiformes. Their large 
size and soaring habits make them 
evident to the most un-observant 
citizen. The Falconiformes is one of 
the few groups of bird's that, in 
many cases, can be identified while 
flying, making field observations 
relatively simple. They are of special 
interest because of their predatory 
habits and their important position 
in the balance of nature. 

This study was undertaken to 
provide information concerning sea¬ 
sonal abundance, migration periods, 
and the relative species composition 
of the Falconiformes in the Pan¬ 
handle of Nebraska. An attempt has 
been made to foLlow the population 
dynamics of this particular group of 
birds through a period of one year 
for this geographical region. 

METHODS 

The methods used for gathering 
the information presented in this 
study were simple. The writer’s posi¬ 
tion requires a considerable amount 
of traveling in the panhandle region. 
On certain days when this area was 
traversed by auto in 1957 all birds of 
prey observed for approximately one 
quarter mile on each side of the 
road were identified (if possible) 
and tabulated. Information was re¬ 
corded relative to species, location, 
general habitat, time of day and 
weather conditions. If the species 
could not be definitely established, 
the bird was classified as unident¬ 
ified. Information was also recorded 


concerning the number of miles 
traveled and the number of hours, 
observations were made. If no diurnal 
birds of prey were observed during 
the day the mileage and hours were 
still recorded for statistical purposes. 
Observations were made from both 
paved highways and country roads- 
throughout the region. 

The study period extended from 
January 1, 1957 through December 
31, 1957. It should be emphasized 
that the conclusions reached in this 
study are based on data for one year 
only. 

STUDY AREA 

This study was restricted to the 
eleven counties comprising the Pan¬ 
handle of Nebraska, approximately 
14,000 square miles. This region may 
be roughly divided into three general 
habitat types: (1) cropland, largely 
winter wheat and other grain crops; 
(2) grassland, including the short- 
grass prairie region and the mixed- 
grass of the sandhill region; and (3) 
Pine Ridge, a rough escarpment 
supporting coniferous trees. All avian 
predators observed were classified 
into one of these habitat types. 

The grassland type is the most 
abundant in the panhandle region. 
Cropland would be next, followed by 
the Pine Ridge. 

FINDINGS 

A total Of 623 hawks, eagles, 
ospreys and vultures were observed 
in 1957 in the panhandle region. The 
species observed in each month are 
presented in Table 1. Approximately 
7 percent of the birds observed were 
classified as unidentified. 



FALCONIFORMES OBSERVED - 1957 


SPECIES Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Total 


Rough-legged Hawk 

49 

40 

15 

8 

1 




1 

2 

9 

24 

149 

Ferruginous Hawk 


1 







3 




4 

Red-tailed Hawk 




2 

1 


3 

1 

9 

2 

2 


20 

Marsh Hawk 

18 

19 

11 

41 

5 

3 

8 

7 

11 

26 

6 

9 

164 

Sparrow Hawk 


3 

1 

14 

4 

2 

17 

3 

58 

10 

1 


113 

Peregrine Falcon 

4 

4 

2 

1 



2 

1 

5 

o 

o 


2 

24 

Swainson’s Hawk 




1 

4 

2 

10 

2 

5 




24 

Krider’s Red-tailed Hawk 








1 

2 




3 

Golden Eagle 

17 

14 

2 

1 


1 

4 


3 

3 

10 

10 

65 

Bald Eagle 












1 

1 

Turkey Vulture 









5 




5 

Osprey 




1 









1 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 










1 



1 

Pigeon Hawk 


1 











1 

Unidentified 

11 

4 


7 

2 

1 

5 


6 

4 

3 

5 

48 

Total Birds 

99 

86 

31 

76 

17 

9 

49 

15 

108 

51 

31 

51 

623 

Total Miles 

1695 

1815 

1130 

2408 

1820 

1579 

1680 

800 

1165 

1445 

1058 

1220 

17,807 

Total Hours 

52 

67 

27 

63 

53 

34 

48 

20 

38 

31 

31 

32 

516 

Total Days 

15 

15 

10 

14 

12 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

6 

6 

128 

Table 1, 
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FALCONIFORMES 100 MILES - 1957 


SPECIES 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Rough-legged Hawk 

2.88 

2.20 

1.32 

.33 

.01 




.08 

.14 

.85 

1.97 

Ferruginous Hawk 


.05 







.26 




Red-tailed Hawk 




.08 

.01 


.18 

.12 

.77 

.14 

.19 


Marsh Hawk 

1.06 

1.04 

.97 

1.70 

.27 

.19 

.42 

.88 

.94 

1.79 

.57 

.74 

Sparrow Hawk 


.16 

.09 

.58 

.22 

.12 

1.01 

.37 

4.98 

.66 

.09 


Peregrine Falcon 

.24 

.22 

.18 

.04 



.12 

.12 

.43 

.21 


.16 

Swainson’s Hawk 




.04 

.22 

.12 

.59 

.25 

.43 




Krider’s Red-tailed Hawk 








.12 

.17 




Golden Eagle 

1.00 

.77 

.18 

.04 


.06 

.23 


.26 

.21 

.94 

.82 

Bald Eagle 

Turkey Vulture 

Osprey 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Pigeon Hawk 


.05 


.04 





.43 

.14 


.08 

Unidentified 

.65 

.22 


.29 

.11 

.06 

.30 


.51 

.28 

.28 

.41 

Total Birds 

5.94 

4.73 

2.74 

3.17 

.93 

.57 

2.32 

1.87 

9.27 

3.53 

2.93 

4.18 


Table 2. 
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A total of 17,807 miles were 
traveled during the observing period 
of 516 hours. Observations were 
made on 128 different days during 
the year. 

Table 2 presents the number of 
Falconiformes observed per 100 
miles, obtained by dividing the mile¬ 
age into the number of birds observed 
and multiplying by 100. This is a 
simple method of representing the 
relative abundance of birds for each 
month, and also the relative species 
composition of the total population 
for the area. By using this statistic 
a reliable comparison can be made 
from month to month, year to year 
and species to species. It may be 
called an index of abundance. 

It must be remembered that the 
analysis of this data must be in rela¬ 
tive terms rather than absolute. For 
instance, no Sparrow Hawks were 
observed in January; this does not 
mean that Sparrow Hawks were 
absent from the region during this 
month. It does indicate, however, 
that this species was relatively scarce 
during this period. 

The data pertaining to weather 
conditions and time of day did not 
indicate any definite relationship 
between these factors and Falconi¬ 
formes activity. However, there is 
probably some correlation between 
wind velocity and the activities of 
birds of prey. Falconiformes, parti¬ 
cularly the Buteos and eagles, com¬ 
monly utilize air currents as a means 
of keeping aloft. It might generally 
be said that Falconiformes are more 
active on windy days than on days 
when there is little or no wind. 
Further, there appears to be a 
maximum wind tolerance. On very 
windy days few birds were observed. 

The data recorded on habitat types 
indicate some correlation between 


species and types. However, these 
data are difficult to analyze because 
the types are unequal in size and 
the sampling was not proportionate. 
General notes on habitat are pre¬ 
sented under the species accounts to 
follow. 

Figure 1 (p. 13) shows graphically 
the relative monthly abundance of all 
avian predators throughout the year. 
Let us first consider the population 
changes for avian predators as a 
whole for the region. 

The downward slope of the curve 
(Fig.l) from January to May is 
attributed largely to decreasing 
numbers of Rough-legged Hawks and 
Golden Eagles. The upward trend in 
April probably indicates the spring 
migration period. As the migrants 
pass through the area the curve again 
drops downward until a low is reached 
in June. The sharp increase in July 
may be a reflection of increased 
activity by nesting birds hunting 
food for their nestlings and also the 
young birds leaving the nest toward 
the end of the month. 

The drop from July to August may 
be the result of differential migra¬ 
tion, i.e., some of the birds may 
have migrated or dispersed im¬ 
mediately after the nesting season 
before the appearance of migrants. 

The sharp increase in September 
is obviously the peak of the fall 
migration period. Most of the species 
showed a decided increase during 
this month. After the fall migration 
peak in September, avian predator 
numbers dropped until November. The 
upward trend from November to 
December is due largely to the return 
of Rough-legged Hawks and Golden 
Eagles. 

An account of the population 
fluctuations for the seven major 

Con’t page 12 
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Notes on Summer Birds of Western Nebraska 

Norman L. Ford 


From July 5 to July 19, 1957, I 
accompanied a University of Kansas 
field party, under the direction of 
Dr. Harrison B. Tordoff, that 
traveled through parts of western 
Nebraska collecting specimens of 
vertebrates for the University’s 
Museum of Natural History. Addi¬ 
tional members of the party were: 
J. Knox Jones, Jr., Gary J. Myers, 
and Terry A. Vaughan. 

From July 5 through July 9, we 
stayed at the Nebraska National 
Forest, two miles west of Halsey, 
Thomas County. From there we 
traveled north to the Valentine Na¬ 
tional Wildlife Refuge, approximately 
seven miles east of Kennedy, Cherry 
County, where we remained from 
July 10 through July 13. On July 
14, we went still farther north to 
the Fort Niobrara National Wildlife 
Refuge, four miles east of Valentine, 
Cherry County, and remained there 
through the morning of July 16. The 
afternoon of July 16, we left Fort 
Niobrara and traveled west to the 
Niobrara River, eleven miles south 
of Gordon, Sheridan County, where 
we remained overnight. The morning 
of July 17, we resumed our westward 
course to Fort Robinson, three 
miles southwest of Crawford, Dawes 
County, where we stayed through 
July 19. 

At the Nebraska National Forest 
we found that the lush growth of 
shrubs and deciduous trees along the 
south bank of the Middle Loup River 
was inhabited by more species of 
birds than the vast coniferous plant¬ 
ings of the forest. Most of the species 
that occurred in the forest could be 
found near the river in greater num¬ 
bers. Two notable exceptions were the 
Sharp-tailed Grouse and Poor-will, 
which were seen only in the more 


open areas of the forest several miles 
from the river. Some of the more 
common breeding birds along the 
river were: Bell’s Vireo, Red-eyed 
Vireo, Black-and-white Warbler, 
Yellowthroat, Yellow-breasted Chat, 
Redstart, Black-headed Grosbeak, and 
Rufous-sided Towhee. 

Our collecting activities at the 
Valentine National Wildlife Refuge 
were concentrated around the numer¬ 
ous sandhill lakes of the region. 
Although there are nesting records 
of more than ten species of ducks 
from this area, we succeeded in get¬ 
ting positive records for only the 
Mallard and Blue-winged Teal. Other 
species for which we found nests or 
small young were: Pied-billed Grebe, 
Sora, American Coot, Killdeer, Up¬ 
land Plover, Willet, and Yellow¬ 
headed Blackbird. We saw a pair of 
Long-billed Curlews on July 13. Judg¬ 
ing from their highly aggressive be¬ 
havior, they probably had a nest or 
young nearby, but we were unable 
to locate either. 

At the Fort Niobrara National 
Wildlife Refuge most of our time 
was spent collecting mammals. As a 
result, we obtained few birds from 
that area. The birds taken were 
collected either along the banks of 
the Niobrara River or in the wooded 
canyons which cut through the high 
pine-covered ridge along the north 
bank of the river. We found two 
species here, Rock Wren and Wood 
Thrush, that were not found at any 
of the other localities. 

At our final area of study we used 
Fort Robinson as our base, and col¬ 
lected in the rocky, pine-covered 
ridges and wooded canyons west of 
the fort in Sioux County. Although 
the habitat in which we hunted in 
Sioux County is much like that of 
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the Fort Niobrara (i.e., decid¬ 
uous woods in canyons and along 
river banks, pine covered ridges), its 
closer proximity to the Rocky Moun¬ 
tains and Black Hills results in a 
marked difference in the avifauna 
of the two areas. A number of typi¬ 
cally Rocky Mountain species nest in 
Sioux County; none of these, judging 
from our observations, nest around 
Fort Niobrara. We were much im¬ 
pressed with the mixed assortment 
of eastern woodland, prairie, and 
mountain species which share the 
various Pine Ridge habitats. There 
seems to be little known about the 
distribution, ecology and relation¬ 
ships of these species. A thorough 
study of this area would prove in¬ 
teresting and rewarding. 

The members of the field party 
are greatly indebted to the admini¬ 
strative personnel of the following 
agencies for providing us with excel¬ 
lent living quarters and other as¬ 
sistance: the Nebraska National 

Forest at Halsey, the Valentine Na¬ 
tional Wildlife Refuge, the Fort 
Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge, 
and the University of Nebraska State 
Museum. I am personally indebted to 
Dr. Harrison B. Tordoff for his help 
in preparing the manuscript for 
publication. 

The following is a complete list of 
birds collected. Subspecific names 
employed were determinted by ex¬ 
amination of specimens. 

Mallard. Anas platyrhynchos plat- 
yrhynchos. Three specimens were 
obtained eleven miles east of Ken¬ 
nedy. On July 11, Tordoff collected 
an immature female (KU 34072) and 
on July 12, he caught an adult male 
(KU 34071) that would not fly al¬ 
though all of its flight feathers were 
present. On July 13, I collected a 
downy young female (KU 34073). 
On the lakes the Mallard was second 
only to the Blue-winged Teal in 
abundance. „ 


Blue-winged Teal. Anas discors. 
Three specimens were obtained at 
the same locality as the Mallards. 
On July 11, Tordoff and I each col¬ 
lected a downy young from a brood 
of seven (KU 34074 and KU 34076). 
On July 12, I took a downy young 
female from a brood of nine (KU 
34075). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse. Pedioecetes 
phasianellus jamesi. Two birds were 
collected one mile south and three 
and one-half miles west of Halsey. 
On July 7, Tordoff shot an adult 
female (KU 34078) that had a well- 
developed brood patch. No young 
birds were seen with the female. On 
July 8, Tordoff caught a juvenal male 
(KU 34077) from a brood of twelve. 
We found this species in the sand¬ 
hills of the Nebraska National 
Forest, both within and outside of 
the conifers. At least three broods 
of young birds were seen. 

Virginia Rail. Rallus limicola limi- 
cola. Two specimens were obtained by 
Myers on July 9, four miles west of 
Halsey. One bird was an adult male 
(KU 34079) and the other was an 
adult female (KU 34080) with an 
enlarged oviduct, but without rup¬ 
tured follicles in the ovary. The birds 
were in a grassy, sedgy slough along 
the Middle Loup River. 

American Coot. Fulica americana 
americana. On July 11, Tordoff 
caught a downy young female (KU 
34081) on a pond, eleven miles east 
of Kennedy. 

Upland Plover. Bartramia long- 
icanda. On July 11, Tordoff caught 
a juvenal male (KU 34082) eleven 
miles east of Kennedy. 

Willet. Catoptrophorus semipalm- 
atus inornatas. On July 13, Tordoff 
shot a juvenal male (KU 34083) cap¬ 
able of flight, eleven miles east of 
Kennedy. 

Black-billed Cuckoo. Coccyzus ery- 
thropthalmus. An adult female (KU 



8 


Nebraska Bird Review 


34084) with ruptured follicles in the 
ovary was collected by Tordoff on 
July 7, one mile south and three and 
one-half miles west of Halsey. 

Poor-will. Phalaenoptilus nuttallii 
nuttallii. I shot an adult female (KU 
34085) that had a soft-shelled egg- 
in her oviduct on July 8, one mile 
south and three and one-half miles 
west of Halsey. On several occasions, 
individuals were seen at night on 
roads in the forest. 

White-throated Swift. Aeronautes 
saxatalis saxatalis. On July 17, Tord¬ 
off shot a molting adult male (KU 
34086) five and one-half miles west 
of Crawford in Sioux County. On 
July 18, I found a small breeding- 
colony approximately seven and one- 
half miles west of Crawford. The 
nest holes were located high up on 
a north-facing cliff and I was unable 
to secure any eggs or young. In 
early August, Vaughan returned to 
the colony and succeeded in climbing 
to one of the nest holes. He found 
young in the nest at that time. 

Hairy Woodpecker. Dendrocopos 
villosus septentrionalis. Tordoff shot 
an adult male (KU 34087) on July 
16, four miles east of Valentine. 

Downy Woodpecker. Dendrocopos 
pubescens leucurus medianus. On 
July 18, five miles north of Harrison, 
Sioux County, I shot an adult male 
(KU 34088) of this species that 
proved to be intermediate between 
leucurus and medianus. The remiges 
and wing coverts are more heavily 
spotted with white than those of 
leucurus but not so densely spotted 
as those of medianus. 

Eastern Kingbird. Tyrannus tyran¬ 
nus. An adult female (KU 34089) 
with a large brood patch was obtained 
by Tordoff on July 7, one mile south 
and three and one-half miles west 
of Halsey. This species was seen at 
each of the collecting localities. 


Western Kingbird. Tyrannus verti- 
calis. Vaughan shot an adult female 
(KU 34090) on July 19, three miles 
west of Crawford in Sioux County. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. Muscivora 
forficata. On July 9, Tordoff shot 
an adult male (KU 34091) four miles 
v/est of Halsey. This is probably one 
of the northernmost records of this 
species in Nebraska. According to 
Rg-pp, et al. (1958. Revised Check-list 
of Nebraska Birds. Occas. Papers 
Nebraska Ornith. Union, 5:17) the 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher is “A rare 
summer resident along the Kansas 
boundary. There are breeding records 
from Adams, Lancaster, and Logan 
Counties.’' This species has been re¬ 
ported as far north as Manitoba. 

Western Wood Pewee. Contopus 
sordidulus veliei. An adult female 
(KU 34092) with a well-developed 
brood patch was obtained by Tordoff 
on July 18, five miles north of Harri¬ 
son. Several other individuals were 
seen west of Fort Robinson. 

Horned Lark. Eremophila alpestris 
enthymia. I obtained two specimens 
on July 6, one mile south and three 
and one-half miles west of Halsey. 
One was an adult female (KU 34093) 
with a well-developed brood patch 
and the other was an adult male 
(KU 34094). On July 8, I found an 
immature male (KU 34095) dead on 
the highway, one mile north of 
Halsey. This species was commonly 
seen along roads at all localities. 

Rough-winged Swallow. Stelgidopt- 
eryx ruficollis serripennis. Myers 
shot an adult male (KU 34096) on 
July 8, at the Dismal River, eight 
miles west and two miles south of 
Dunning, Blaine County. 

Pigmy Nuthatch. Sitta pygmaea 
melanotis. Tordoff secured a juvenal 
male (KU 34097) from a family 
group of five or six individuals on 
July 18, five miles north of Harrison. 
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This species was previously thought 
to be only a rare winter visitant 
(Rapp, et al., op. cit., :20). This 
specimen provides the first evidence 
of breeding of the Pigmy Nuthatch 
for Nebraska. The nearest reported 
breeding area of this species known 
to me is Loveland Canyon in south¬ 
western South Dakota. 

Robin. Turdus migratorius. Vaugh¬ 
an shot an unsexed bird (KU 34098) 
on July 7, one mile south and three 
and one-half miles west of Halsey. 
The plumage of this specimen is so 
badly faded and worn that it is 
virtually impossible to identify it to 
subspecies with any certainty. 

Bell’s Vireo. Vireo bellii bellii. On 
July, 9, Myers collected an adult 
male (KU 34100) and a juvenal male 
(KU 34101) four miles west of 
Halsey. On July 15, at the Fort 
Niobrara Wildlife Refuge, four miles 
east of Valentine, I shot an adult 
female (KU 34099) that had a brood 
patch. 

Red-eyed Vireo. Vireo olivaceus. 
Tordoff collected a juvenal male (KU 
34105) on July 6, one mile south and 
three and one-half miles west of 
Halsey. At the same locality, Vaugh¬ 
an shot two males (KU 34102 and 
KU 34103) on July 7, and Myers 
shot an adult male (KU 34104) on 
July 8. Shortly after Tordoff col¬ 
lected the juvenile, we saw a Blue 
Jay ( Cyanocitta cristata) catch its 
sibling. The Blue Jay was vigorously 
attacked by the adult vireos but 
succeeded in making off with the 
young bird. 

Black-and-white Warbler. Mniotilta 
varia. This species was common in 
the deciduous trees along the Middle 
ljoup River in the Nebraska Na¬ 
tional Forest. Four specimens were 
obtained one mile south and three 
and one-half miles west of Halsey. 
On July 7, Tordoff shot a singing 
male (KU 34106) that was molting. 


On the same date I shot an adult 
male (KU 34107) and a juvenal male 
(KU 34108). On July 8, I secured 
another juvenal male (KU 34109). 
On July 9, Myers shot an adult male 
(KU 34110) four miles west of 
Halsey. On several occasions we 
observed adults feeding fledglings. 

Audubon’s Warbler. Dendroica au- 
duboni auduboni. This species was 
common in the Pine Ridge Region. 
On July 18, Tordoff shot a juvenal 
male (KU 34112) five and one-half 
miles west of Crawford in Sioux 
County, and a molting adult male 
(KU 34113) five miles north of Har¬ 
rison. On July 19, five miles west of 
Crawford, I shot an adult female 
(KU 34111) that had a brood patch. 

Ovenbird. Seiurus aurocapillus cin- 
ereus. Tordoff shot a singing male 
(KU 34114) on July 18, five and 
one-half miles west of Crawford in 
Sioux County, where the species was 
common in deciduous woods on the 
canyon floors. This subspecies is not 
reported for Nebraska by Rapp, et al 
(op. cit., :26), but the Fifth Edition 
of the A. O. U. Check-list of North 
American Birds (1957) lists it as a 
breeding bird in central Nebraska. 

Yellowthroat. Geothlypis trichas. 
This species was found in suitable 
habitat at all localities except Sioux 
County. On July 8, Tordoff collected 
a juvenal male (KU 34115) one mile 
south and three and one-half miles 
west of Halsey. 

Yellow-breasted Chat. Icteria vir- 
ens aurieollis. This species was fairly 
common along the Middle Loup and 
Niobrara rivers. Two adult females 
with brood patches were obtained. 
The first (KU 34117) was shot by 
Myers on July 8, one mile south and 
three and one-half miles west of 
Halsey. I shot the second (KU 34116) 
on July 10, four miles west of Halsey. 

American Redstart. Setophaga rut - 
icilla ruticilla. A common breeding 



10 


Nebraska Bird Review 


bird in the deciduous trees along the 
Middle Loup River in the Nebraska 
National Forest. Three specimens 
were obtained on July 7, one mile 
south and three and one-half miles 
west of Halsey. Tordoff and Vaughan 
each collected an adult male (KU 
34118 and KU 34119) and Myers 
collected a juvenal male (KU 34120). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird, xantho- 
cephalns. This species was very com¬ 
mon throughout the Sandhill Region. 
I shot an adult male (KU 34121) 
on July 11, eleven miles east of 
Kennedy. At the same locality on 
July 13, Tordoff shot an adult male 
(KU 34122) which had such badly 
worn plumage that the head appeared 
white in the field. 

Orchard Oriole. Icterus spurius. 
Tordoff shot two adult males (KU 
34123 and KU 34124) on July 7, one 
mile south and three and one-half 
miles west of Halsey. 

Western Tanager. Piranga ludovi- 
ciana. Two adult males were obtained 
in the Pine Ridge by Tordoff. The 
first (KU 34125) was taken July 18, 
five miles north of Harrison. The 
second (KU 34126) was taken July 
19, one mile north and ten miles 
west of Crawford in Sioux County. 

Scarlet Tanager. Piranga olivacea. 
Two singing adult males were 
obtained. The first (KU 34127) was 
shot by Tordoff on July 7, one mile 
south and three and one-half miles 
west of Halsey. I shot the second 
(KU 34128) on July 14, at the Fort 
Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge, 
four miles east of Valentine. Even 
though we did not find the Western 
and Scarlet Tanagers occurring to¬ 
gether at any locality, it seems prob¬ 
able that their ranges meet some¬ 
where in western Nebraska, and that 
hybridization may occur in that area. 
At least one hybrid between these 
two species has been described 


(Tordoff, 1950. Wilson Bulletin, 
62:3-4, 1 pi.). 

Black-headed Grosbeak. Pheucticus 
melanocephalus melanocephalus. A 
total of eight specimens was obtained. 
Five of these were taken one mile 
south and three and one-half miles 
west of Halsey. On July 6, I shot an 
adult female (KU 34134) that had a 
brood patch, and Tordoff shot a sing¬ 
ing adult male (KU 34133). On July 
7, Tordoff shot a juvenal male (KU 
34135). On the same date I shot an 
adult male (KU 34129) and a juvenal 
female (KU 34136). On July 16, I 
shot an adult male (KU 34130) 
eleven miles south of Gordon, 
Sheridan County. On July 18, Tord¬ 
off shot an adult male (KU 34132) 
five and one-half miles west of 
Crawford in Sioux County, and I shot 
an adult male (KU 34131) five miles 
north of Harrison. This species was 
common in Thomas and Sioux coun¬ 
ties. We did not see Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks ( Pheucticus ludovicianus ) 
at any locality and none of the 
specimens of Black-headed Grosbeaks 
show obvious evidence of hybridiza¬ 
tion. 

Indigo Bunting. Passerina cyanea. 
On July 19, Tordoff obtained an 
adult male (KU 34137) one mile 
north and ten miles west of Craw¬ 
ford in Sioux County. 

Lazuli Bunting. Passerina amoena. 
On July 19, Tordoff shot an adult 
male (KU 34140) occupying a ter¬ 
ritory adjacent to that of the Indigo 
Bunting he had collected. Neither 
bird shows any obvious hybrid 
characters. 

Indigo Bunting X Lazuli Bunting 
hybrid. Passerina cyanea X P. 
amoena. On July 19, five miles west 
of Crawford, I shot a male bunting 
(KU 34138) which appears to be a 
hybrid between P. cyanea and P. 
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amoena. The bird weighed 14.8 grams, 
was in worn plumage, and had large 
testes (9x7 mm.). The blue of the 
head and throat is intermediate be¬ 
tween the purplish blue of cyanea 
and the light cerulean blue of 
amoena. The blue extends down onto 
the breast and, in the region of the 
tawny breast band of amoena, is 
mixed with a scattering of tawny 
feathers. The belly and under tail 
coverts are white as in amoena. The 
middle wing coverts are tipped with 
white, forming a wing bar, and a 
newly acquired greater wing covert 
on each wing shows a trace of white 
near the tip, but in neither case is 
the area of white as broad as in 
amoena. Wing and tail measurements 
(wing, 66 mm.; tail, 52 mm.), al¬ 
though worn, are those of cyanea, 
being shorter than the minimum 
measurements for amoena. Other 
measurements (exposed culmen, 10.4 
mm.; tarsus, 16.5 mm.) are in the 
area of overlap between the two 
species. A recently fledged male 
bunting (KU 34139) in company 
with the hybrid male, and presumed 
to be its offspring, was also collected. 
This young bird shows no distinctive¬ 
ly hybrid characteristics although 
this is to be expected in view of 
the close similarity in juvenal plum¬ 
age of these two species of buntings. 

Pine Siskin. Epinus pinus pinus. 
Two adult females with brood patches 
were obtained. The first (KU 34142) 
was taken by Tordoff on July 18, 
five and one-half miles west of Craw¬ 
ford in Sioux County. I shot the 
second (KU 34141) on July 19, five 
miles west of Crawford. 

American Goldfinch. Spinus tristis 
tristis. Two adult males were taken 
one mile south and three and one- 
half miles west of Halsey. The first 
(KU 34143) was taken by Tordoff 
on July 6, and the second (KU 34144) 
by Myers on July 7. 


Red Crossbill. Loxia curvirostra 
benti. An adult male (KU 34145) 
was secured by Tordoff on July 19, 
one mile north and ten miles west 
of Crawford in Sioux County. This 
bird and one accompanying it were 
the only ones seen. 

Rufous-sided Towhee. Pipilo ery- 
throphthalmus arcticus. This species 
was common in both the deciduous 
and coniferous woods of the Nebraska 
National Forest, and was seen at all 
localities except the Valentine Na¬ 
tional Wildlife Refuge. I collected 
two juvenal females (KU 34149 and 
KU 34150) on July 6, one mile south 
and three and one-half miles west 
of Halsey. On the same date at the 
same locality, Vaughan shot an adult 
male (KU 34147) that is intermediate 
between the races arcticus and ery- 
throphthalmus. On July 8, at this 
locality, Myers shot an adult male 
(KU 34148). Vaughan collected an¬ 
other adult male (KU 34146) on 
July 19, one mile north and ten miles 
west of Crawford in Sioux County. 

Grasshopper Sparrow. Ammod- 
ramus savannarum perpallidus. This 
species was common in the sandhills 
of the Nebraska National Forest. 
Tordoff shot an adult male (KU 
34151) on July 7, one mile south and 
three and one-half miles west of 
Halsey. 

Lark Sparrow. Chondestes gram- 
macus strigatus. This species was 
common in the open conifer stands 
of the Nebraska National Forest. 
Three specimens were obtained one 
mile south and three and one-half 
miles west of Halsey. On July 6, 
Tordoff shot an adult female (KU 
34152) that had a brood patch and 
ruptured follicles in the ovary, and 
I shot an adult male (KU 34153) 
that was molting. On July 8, I shot 
an adult female (KU 34154). 
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Field Sparrow. Spizella pusilla 
arenacea. This species was common 
in brushy areas of the sandhills in 
the Nebraska National Forest. Two 
specimens were taken on July 6, one 
mile south and three and one-half 
miles west of Halsey. The first, an 


adult female (KU 34155), was 
obtained by Myers. The second, a 
juvenal female (KU 34156), was 
obtained by Tordoff.— Museum of 
Zoology, University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 


Con’t from page 5 

species follows. The population curves 
for these six species are presented 
in Figures 2 through 4. 

ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK: This 
species may we T l be called the winter 
hawk of western Nebraska. A peak 
of abundance is reached in December 
and January. The index shows a 
steady decline in numbers from 
January to May as they return to 
their breeding grounds in the Arctic 
region. They were not observed again 
until September 17 after being absent 
from June through August. Rough¬ 
legged Hawk numbers continued to 
increase through the fall period with 
a sharp increase from November to 
December. Rough-legged Hawk move¬ 
ments seem to follow a rather grad¬ 
ual dispersion as opposed to sharp 
migrational peaks characteristic of 
many species under consideration. 

The Rough-legged Hawk occurred 
most commonly in the cropland type. 
The Pine Ridge type appears to be 
least desirable for this species. 

MARSH HAWK: This species is 
present throughout the entire year 
in the panhandle region and was the 
most abundant hawk in 1957. Popula¬ 
tions remained at a relatively low 
level during the winter months. The 
data indicate a sharp increase in 
April which probably represents the 
spring migration movement. As the 
migration period passes, the Marsh 
Hawk population reaches a low in 


May and June and is composed of the 
breeding birds. The characteristic 
increase mentioned previously occur¬ 
red in July and August. This is prob¬ 
ably due to increased activity on 
the part of nesting birds and young 
birds leaving the nest. The fall 
migration of Marsh Hawks ap¬ 
parently occurred in October, a 
month later than most species. By 
November the panhandle population 
had stabalized for the winter months. 

The habitat preferences of the 
Marsh Hawk seems to follow the 
same general pattern as the Rough¬ 
legged Hawk. 

GOLDEN EAGLE: This large bird 
of prey is most abundant during the 
winter months in western Nebraska, 
although it is present throughout the 
year. In some respects the population 
followed the same general pattern 
as the Rough-legged Hawk. From a 
high population in January there was 
a steady decline until April. No 
Golden Eagles were observed in April 
or May although they are known to 
nest in this region. Certainly, they 
are not abundant in spring and 
summer compared to other birds of 
prey. From September through Dec¬ 
ember there was an upward popula¬ 
tion trend, probably resulting from 
an influx of birds from the north. 

More Golden Eagles were observed 
in the grassland type than in either 
cropland of Pine Ridge. This species 
apparently has a preference for 
grassland. 
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RED-TAILED HAWK: The data 
collected on this Buteo indicate' that 
summer is the time of greatest 
abundance. The slight increase in 
April may indicate a migration 
period; but it is nothing more than 
an indication. The Red-tailed Hawk 
is known to nest in the panhandle 
region. The increase in September 
probably represents the fall migration 
period. It is of interest that most 
of the Red-tail observations in 
September were immature birds. This 
species was not observed in Dec¬ 
ember, January, February or March. 


This hawk was most often observed 
in the cropland type, although many 
were also observed in grassland. 
None were observed in the Pine 
Ridge area. 

SWAINSON’S HAWK: This Buteo 
was not observed during the winter 
months. No Swainson’s Hawks were 
recorded until April 19. The increase 
in July may be a result of increased 
activity of nesting birds as they 
hunt for food. The peak in September 
probably represents the fall migra¬ 
tion period. The last Swainson’s Hawk 
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was observed on September 19. This 
species shows a definite affinity for 
the grassland type. The percentage of 
Swainson’s Hawks in this type was 
greater than any other species. 

SPARROW HAWK: This species 
was observed in all months except 
December and January. The increased 
index in April probably represents 
the spring migration period. The 
Sparrow Hawk population remained 
at a relatively low level during the 
months of May and June. This was 
another species that showed a decided 
increase in July followed by a down¬ 
ward trend in August. September 
was the peak of fall migration. Spar¬ 
row Hawks were more abundant 
during this month than any other 
species. 

The Sparrow Hawk was the most 


abundant species in the Pine Ridge 
area, and apparently has a prefer¬ 
ence for this habitat type. 

PEREGRINE FALCON: This 
predator probably occurs throughout 
the year in the panhandle region, 
although none was observed in May, 
June or November. They were never 
really abundant. The peak of abund¬ 
ance occurred in September which 
may indicate the fall migration 
period. There was no evidence of a 
spring migration period. It is possible 
that the spring migration was re¬ 
placed by a gradual northward move¬ 
ment during the winter months of 
January, February and March. 

This species appeared to prefer 
cropland to the other two types. The 
sample size was small, however, and 
it would be difficult to draw a re- 







Nebraska Bird Review 


15 


liable conclusion regarding habitat 
preferences. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The following conclusions appear 
to be justified on the basis of the 
data resulting from this study: 

1. The population of avian pred¬ 
ators is constantly changing in west¬ 
ern Nebraska; these changes occur 
in both total numbers and species 
composition. 

2. April and September are ap¬ 
parently the months of migration for 
most species under consideration. 
However, the fall migration of Marsh 
Hawks occurs in October. 

3. Some species, notably the 
Rough-legged Hawk, appear to move 


gradually to and from wintering 
grounds in western Nebraska as 
opposed to a short period of migra¬ 
tion characteristic of most species. 

4. Most species show an increased 
density in July. This may be a result 
of both increased activity of nesting 
birds as the food demands of their 
young become greater, and the young 
birds leaving the nest toward the 
end of the month. 

5. In the panhandle region, com¬ 
mon winter residents are: Rough¬ 
legged Hawks, Golden Eagles, Marsh 
Hawks and Peregrine Falcons. The 
most common summer species are : 
Swainson’s Hawks, Red-tailed Hawks 
and Sparrow Hawks. 

6. Marsh Hawks and Rough-legged 
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Black-capped Chickadee 


—Submitted by George Blinco, Chadron 
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Nesting Of The Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher 
In Gage County 


Dr. C. W. Hepperlin, a retired 
Bacteriologist of Beatrice, is an 
ardent bird student and careful 
observer. This article is based upon 
the notes in his diary concerning 
the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. 

Most of the time of this observa¬ 
tion the weather was mild. Rain fell 
intermittently but usually either 
morning or evening weather was fair 
and the sandy roads were passable. 
When Dr. Hepperlin discovered the 
Scissor-tailed Flycatchers six miles 
southeast of Beatrice, Gage County, 
Nebraska, he called several of his 
ornithological friends including Mrs. 
F. J. Patton of Wymore. Misses Vera 
Anderson and Mary Sturmer and 
others active in the Beatrice Audubon 
Society also shared the pleasure of 
his find and made their own observa¬ 
tions. 

The following is from Dr. Hepper- 
lin’s diary: 

July 28—7:00 P.M. One Scissor- 
tailed Flycatcher was perched on a 
telephone wire near four catalpa 
trees one-quarter of a mile from a 
farm house. 

July 29—9:30 A.M. One Scissor- 
tail at the same place. At 12:30 
there were two, and from their 
actions I surmised there were young 
or a nest near. At 7:00 P.M. the 
birds were at the same location. A 
search for the nest was without re¬ 
sults. The actions and voice of these 
birds were much like the Eastern 
Kingbird. 

July 30—11:00 A.M. One Scissor- 
tail was in a catalpa tree and the 
other was perched on a wire. In the 
evening (6:30) the nest was located 
in the catalpa tree. 

July 31-6:30-7:30 P.M. The birds 
were making many trips to the nest 
with food. 


Aug. 1-6:30-7:15 P.M. and Aug. 
2—9:00-9:30 A.M. Scissor-tails were 
on the job raising the family. On the 
second day at 6:30 both adults were 
at the same location and four im- 
matures were out of the nest and 
being fed. They appeared to be about 
two-thirds grown. Their tails were 
black with a trace of white and were 
about one inch long. Color of the 
head, throat, and breast was whiter 
than that of the older birds. 

Aug. 3—10:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M. 
All six birds were in the same tree. 

Aug, 4—11:00 A.M. The immature 
birds were in the next tree just 
west of the tree containing the nest. 
Older birds were bringing food. At 
7:00 P.M. another fledgling was 
seen making a total of five. Two of 
the young had flown across the road 
and were perching in some bushes. 

Aug. 5—9:00 A.M. The young were 
in a plum bush beside the road. 
They could fly very well. By 4:30 
they were all back in the catalpa. 
About all they did was eat. 

Aug. 6-1:30-2:30 P.M. Old birds 
were working overtime with the 
feeding. The young could fly very 
well. By 6:30 in the evening all were 
gone but one. 

Aug. 7—8:30 A.M. There was no 
evidence of the Scissor-tailed Fly¬ 
catchers, but by 6:30 in the evening 
they were located in a grove one- 
quarter of a mile south of the cat- 
alpas. 

Aug. 8—9:00 A.M. The young were 
all in one tree of a grove that con¬ 
sisted mostly of locust trees. They 
seemed to be as large as the adults. 
The tails had grown much longer, 
especially the outer feathers. At 
3:00 P.M. the young were in the 
same location and were easy to find 
because of their constant chirping. 
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These birds seemed to prefer trees 
with light foliage and with branches 
widely spaced. 

Aug. 9. Morning and afternoon 
the birds were in the same grove. 
They seemed to have external par¬ 
asites as they were working under 
their wings and other parts of the 
body with their bills much of the 
time. 

Aug. 10. All the birds were perched 
in a small dead tree and were 
very active. I removed the nest 
from the catalpa tree. It was located 
about 12 feet above the ground and 
was attached in the fork of the tree. 
It measured three and one-half inches 
inside diameter and four and one-half 
inches outside. It was composed of 
weeds, trash, string, rootlets, and 
plant down—a poor example of bird 
architecture. The nest was infested 
with small lice-like parasites. 

Aug. 11. In the morning the birds 
were very active and by evening 
(7:00) they were not located. 

Aug. 12—9:30 A.M. The birds were 
located one-half mile south of the 
last location. The young at this stage 
of growth looked very much like a 
Western Kingbird but more white 
above and pinkish on sides and belly 


and no yellow. They were doing 
much more flying. 

Aug. 13—9:30 A.M. The birds were 
scattered up and down the creek and 
were very active. It is difficult to 
describe their action other than they 
were busy. One young was perched 
in a locust tree and another on a 
telephone wire. I have never seen 
one in a tree with heavy foliage. 

Aug. 13—7:00 to Aug. 16 the birds 
were not seen. Aug. 17 all seven 
were seen. 

Aug. 18-8:00-9:00 A.M. As the 
young got older they were more 
difficult to locate. Two young and 
one adult were located. 

Aug. 19-8:00-8:30 A.M. One old 
bird was seen. The source of food 
was the adjoining alfalfa field. In 
only a very few instances were the 
birds seen gathering food higher 
than six feet above the ground. 

Aug. 26, 1958. No Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers had been seen since Aug. 
19. 

(Mrs. F. J. Patton saw two Scissor- 
tailed Flycatchers three miles west 
of Wymore October 5, 1958.) 

—Submitted by Mary Sturmer , 
Beatrice 


Third Mid-Winter Meeting 


The Pawnee Hotel of North Platte 
was the place of the third Mid-winter 
Meeting of the Nebraska Ornitholo¬ 
gists’ Union, January 11, 1959. The 
day started with the officers meeting 
in the morning, and later the general 
session began with a paper by Mrs. 
Gail Shickley of North Platte. (A 
condensation of this paper is given 
elsewhere.) After lunch, papers were 
given by the following people: 
Marvin Schwilling of Burwell; Doris 
Gates of Chadron; W. E. Eigsti of 
Hastings; Howard Davis and Ole 
Engelson of Kearney. There were 50 
persons in attendance of whom 28 
are members. 

Following the meeting, a trip was 


taken to the area about eight miles 
east of North Platte on Hiway 30 
where a group of as high as 18 Bald 
Eagles has been seen. They have 
been known to winter there for 
several years. 

In the evening an informal discus¬ 
sion was lead by Mrs. John Lueshen, 
President of N.O.U. 

The following morning (Sunday) 
a field trip was held by a few who 
remained over, and a list of 34 dif¬ 
ferent kinds of birds was compiled. 

The program was arranged by Bill 
Huntley, Secretary of N.O.U. and 
President of the Tout Bird Club of 
North Platte. The Tout Bird Club 
served as hosts to the meetings. 
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A Monthly Record Of Birds Occurring At Bladen 
Webster County, 1957 and 1958 

123456789 10 11 12 


Great Blue Heron 
Black-crowned Night Heron 
Canada Goose 
White-fronted Goose 
Snow Goose 
Blue Goose 
Mallard 
Pintail 

Green-winged Teal 
Blue-winged Teal 
Shoveller 
Lesser Scaup 
Turkey Vulture 
Goshawk 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper’s Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Swainson’s Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
Ferruginous Hawk 
Golden Eagle 
Bald Eagle 
Marsh Hawk 
Prairie Falcon 
Pigeon Hawk 
Sparrow Hawk 
Greater Prairie Chicken 
Bobwhite 

Ring-necked Pheasant 
Sandhill Crane 
American Coot 
Killdeer 
Common Snipe 
Upland Plover 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Baird’s Sandpiper 
Franklin’s Gull 
Forster’s Tern 
Least Tern 
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f represents records for 1957 
o represents records for 1958 

* represents records for both years 
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Black Tern 
Mourning- Dove 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Black-billed Cuckoo 
Screech Owl 
Great Horned Owl 
Burrowing Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Short-eared Owl 
Common Nighthawk 
Chimney Swift 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
Yellow-shafted Flicker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Eastern Kingbird 
Western Kingbird 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Phoebe 
Say’s Phoebe 
Traill’s Flycatcher 
Least Flycatcher 
Eastern Wood Pewee 
Horned Lark 
Bank Swallow 
Rough-winged Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Black-billed Magpie 
Common Crow 
Black-capped Chickadee 
House W'ren 
Bewick’s Wren 
Mockingbird 
Catbird 

Brown Thrasher 
Robin 

Swaninson’s Thrush 
Gray-checked Thrush 
Veery 

Eastern Bluebird 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Water Pipit 
Sprague’s Pipit 
Cedar Waxwing 
Northern Shrike 
Loggerhead Shrike 
Starling 
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Bell’s Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Tennesse Warbler 
Orange-crowned Warbler 
Nashville Warbler 
Parula Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler 
Cape May Warbler 
Myrtle Warbler 
Northern Waterthrush 
Yellowthroat 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
Wilson’s Warbler 
American Redstart 
House Sparrow 
Eastern Meadowlark 
Western Meadowlark 
Yell ow-headed B lackbird 
Redwinged Blackbird 
Orchard Oriole 
Baltimore Oriole 
Rusty Blackbird 
Brewer’s Blackbird 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Cardinal 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Black-headed Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
Dickcissel 
Cassin's Finch 
Pine Siskin 
American Goldfinch 
White-winged Crossbill 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
Lark Bunting 
Savannah Sparrow 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
Baird’s Sparrow 
Leconte’s Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
Slate-colored Junco 
Oregon Junco 
Gray-headed Junco 
Tree Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 
Clay-colored Sparrow 
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-Harold 

Turner , 

Bladen 


Articles Of Incorporation 

I VI 


The name of this corporation shall 
be NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS’ 
UNION, INC. 

II 

The principal place of business of 
this corporation shall be Lincoln, 
Lancaster County, Nebraska, and the 
resident agent shall be C. G. Prit¬ 
chard whose address is 6500 Knox 
Street. 

III 

This corporation is not organized 
for pecuniary profit. The object and 
purpose of this corporation shall be 
to promote the study of ornithology 
by more closely uniting the local 
students of this branch of natural 
history and to encourage the study 
of birds in the State of Nebraska. 

IV 

This corporation shall commence 
upon the filing of these Articles of 
Incorporation with the Secretary of 
State of the State of Nebraska, and 
shall have perpetual existence. 

V 

No amount of indebtedness shall 
be incurred by this corporation in 
excess of the sum of $300.00 without 
the consent of the members expressed 
by a majority of those present and 
voting at a regular or special meet¬ 
ing. No amount of indebtedness shall 
be incurred in any event in excess 
of the total amount of the assets 
of the corporation. 


This corporation shall not have or 
issue any shares of stock or declare 
any dividends, or pay any funds or 
income by way of distribution to its 
members, directors or officers. Noth¬ 
ing herein shall prevent the payment 
of reasonable compensation to mem¬ 
bers, officers, directors or other 
persons for services rendered or for 
other just claims upon this corpora¬ 
tion. Upon a final dissolution dr 
liquidation of this corporation, dis¬ 
tribution of assets shall be made 
pursuant to the laws of the State 
of Nebraska and shall include: 

A. Payment of all liabilities and 
obligations of the corporation. 

B. The return, transfer or con¬ 
veyance of any assets held by 
this corporation upon condition, 
which condition requires return, 
transfer or conveyance upon 
dissolution. 

C. The transfer or conveyance of 
any other assets to one or more 
domestic or foreign corporations, 
societies or organizations en¬ 
gaged in activities substantially 
similar to those of this corpora¬ 
tion. No payment, transfer or 
distribution under the provi¬ 
sions of this section shall be 
deemed to be a dividend or a 
distribution of income. 

Membership in this corporation 
shall consist of persons who have 
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applied for active, sustaining, or life 
membership and who have, in addi¬ 
tion, paid the prescribed fee for said 
class of membership. In addition, 
there may be as many as ten honor¬ 
ary members. All members shall be 
approved by vote of the members as 
prescribed in the by-laws. Honorary 
and life members of the Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union shall auto¬ 
matically become honorary and life 
members of Nebraska Ornithologists’ 
Union, Inc. 

VII 

The business of this corporation 
shall be conducted under these Arti¬ 
cles of Incorporation, the laws of the 
State of Nebraska and such by-laws 
as may be adopted from time to time 
by the majority vote of all the mem¬ 
bers at an annual meeting. Such by¬ 
laws shall in no case be inconsistent 
with the said Articles of Incorpora¬ 
tion or laws of the State of Ne¬ 
braska. 

VIII 

The Business and affairs of this 
corporation shall be controlled by the 
Board of Directors, which shall con¬ 
sist of the officers and the last two 
former Presidents residing in Ne¬ 
braska. 

All present and acting members of 
the Executive Committee of the Ne¬ 
braska Ornithologists’ Union shall 
continue in office with full power 
and authority until the next annual 
meeting succeeding the adoption of 
this article. 

IX 

The regular annual meeting of 
this corporation shall be held on or 
about the first day of May at such 


place as may be designated by the 
Board of Directors. Special meetings 
may be called by the Board of 
Directors. Special meetings shall be 
called by the Board of Directors 
upon receipt of a petition of at least 
one third of the members. Notice of 
any special meeting may be given 
by postcard addressed to each mem¬ 
ber at his last known address. 

X 

This corporation shall have all the 
power and authority granted to such 
corporations by the general non¬ 
profit corporation law of the State of 
Nebraska, and such powers as may 
hereafter be granted by such law or 
by the general corporation statutes 
of this State, except as the same may 
be limited by the terms of these 
Articles or by the by-laws. 

Incorporators: Willetta Lueshen, 
Gladys Bell Whitmus, Oscar E. 
Alexis, Bertha C. Winter, Mary 
Hanson Pritchard, C. G. Pritchard, 
George W. Keim. 

On this 16 day of December, 1958, 
before me, a Notary Public, commis¬ 
sioned for and residing in said County 
and State, personally appeared the 
above persons whose names are writ¬ 
ten above to me known to be the 
identical persons who executed the 
foregoing Articles of Incorporation, 
and they acknowledged the same to 
be their voluntary act and deed and 
stated that the facts therein set 
forth are true as they verily believe. 

Witness my hand and notarial 
seal the date and year last above 
written, (signed) Genie McGlasson, 
commission expires 1st day August, 
1960. 


MAY 16-17, 1959, at YANKTON, SOUTH DAKOTA The Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union will meet with the South Dakota Ornithologists’ Union. 
Make room reservations at the Charles Gurney Hotel. Meetings in the 
City Hall. 


Get your Revised Check-list of Nebraska Birds from William F. Rapp, 
Jr., 430 Ivy St., Crete; or from the Custodian, Miss Bertha Winter, 1004 E 
St., Lincoln. $1.00. 
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Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 
1959 Treasurer's Report 

Balance on hand Jan. 11, 1959 



Receipts 



New memberships, active 


29 

$ 87.00 


Renewals, active 


61 

183.00 


Sustaining 


9 

45.00 


Life 


1 

50.00 

365.00 

Magazine subscriptions 


36 

118.50 


Interest on bonds 



5.00 


Check list cards and copies of Review 


6.88 


Balance from Lincoln annual 

meeting 


80.29 

210.67 

Cash from a bond 



96.40 


Sale of Check List 



100.00 

196.40 


Total 


Expenditures 

W. E. Eigsti—publicity 
John Bliese—postage 

Mrs. Mary Lou Pritchard—postage and telephone 
Doris Gates—editor, supplies and expenses 
Mrs. John Lueshen—secretary expenses 
Mrs. Ellen Ritchey—honesty bond, bank charges 


Grahams—January Review 

$102.61 

April Review 

92.63 

July Review 

94.64 

October Review 

164.82 

Name labels 

16.00 


86.53 

3.50 
6.24 

94.24 

73.23 

7.50 


470.70 


Quiz Engraving—cuts 19.41 

T. C. Lord—award 5.38 

Mrs. Beckett—speaker at annual meeting 50.00 

Printing Check List 450.00 


Balance on hand January 6, 1959 
Members as of January 1, 1959 


Active 174 

Sustaining 16 

Life 8 

Honorary 8 




206 

Investments 



G Bond July 

1951 

100.00 

J Bond June 

1952 

72.00 

J Bond Nov. 

1952 

72.00 

J Bond May 

1953 

72.00 


$639.96 


772.07 


$1412.03 


1266.73 


145.30 


316.00 

—Mrs. Ellen Ritchey, Treasurer 
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U. S. Treasury Department 
Internal Revenue Service 
Washing-ton 25, D.C. 

Jan. 26, 1959 

Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union, Inc. 
107 E. 27th Street 
Kearney, Nebraska 
Gentlemen: 

It is the opinion of this office 
based upon the evidence presented, 
that you are exempt from Federal in¬ 
come tax as an organization described 
in section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1954, as it is shown 
that you are organized and operated 
exclusively for educational purposes. 

Accordingly, you are not required 
to file income tax returns unless you 
change the character of your organ¬ 
ization, the purposes for which you 
are organized, or your method of 
operation. Any such changes should 
be reported immediately to the Dis¬ 
trict Director of Internal Revenue for 
your district in order that their effect 
upon your exempt status may be 
determined. 

You are required, however, to file 
an information return, Form 990A, 
annually, with the District Director 
of Internal Revenue for your district 
so long as this exemption remains in 
effect. This form may be obtained 
from the District Director and is 
required to be filed on or before the 
fifteenth day of the fifth month fol¬ 
lowing the close of your annual ac¬ 
counting period, which ends December 
31. 

Contributions made to you are 
deductible by the donors in comput¬ 
ing their taxable income in the 
manner and to the extent provided by 
section 170 of the 1954 Code. 

Bequests, legacies, devises or trans¬ 
fers to or for your use are deductible 
in computing the value of the taxable 
estate of a decendent for Federal 
estate tax purposes in the manner 
and to the extent provided by sections 


2055 and 2106 of the 1954 Code. Gifts 
of property to or for your use are 
deductible in computing taxable gifts 
for Federal gift tax purposes in the 
manner and to the extent provided by 
section 2522 of the 1954 Code. 

No liability is incurred by you for 
the taxes imposed under the Federal 
Insurance Contributions Act (social 
security taxes) unless you have filed 
a waiver of exemption certificate in 
accordance with the applicable provi¬ 
sions of such Act. In the event you 
desire social security coverage for 
your employees or have any questions 
relating to the filing of a waiver of 
exemption certificate you should take 
the matter up with your District 
Director of Internal Revenue. 

Your attention is called to the 
provisions of section 501 (c) (3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 
under which your exemption will be 
revoked if any substantial part of 
your activities consists of carrying 
on propaganda, or otherwise attempt¬ 
ing, to influence legislation, or if you 
participate in, or intervene in (in¬ 
cluding the publishing or distribut¬ 
ing of statements), any political 
campaign on behalf of any candidate 
for public office. 

Failure to file the required infor¬ 
mation return or to otherwise comply 
with the provisions of section 6033 
of the Code and regulations ap¬ 
plicable thereto may result in the 
termination of your exempt status. 

Any reference herein to a provision 
of the 1954 Code shall be deemed a 
reference to the corresponding provi¬ 
sions of the 1939 Code. 

The District Director of Internal 
Revenue for your district is being 
advised of this action. 

This ruling also covers your unin¬ 
corporated predecessor under the 
name Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union. 
Very truly yours, 

J. E. Worley 

Chief, Exempt Organizations Branch 
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General Notes 


SHARP-TAILED GROUSE AND 
PRAIRIE CHICKENS.—The Ne¬ 
braska Game Commission determines 
population trends of the prairie 
grouse by counting the number of 
birds on their courtship grounds 
each spring. It is of interest that 
both Sharp-tailed Grouse and Prairie 
Chickens have been observed court¬ 
ing on the same grounds, although 
each has a distinctive display. As 
one might expect, hybrids do occur. 

During the past three years (1955, 
1956 and 1957), thirteen mixed 
grounds have been observed by Game 
Commission personel. 



Sheridan 3 

Cherry 12 

Cherry 6 

Thomas 9 

Rock 2 

Rock 3 

Holt 1 

Holt 1 

Holt 1 

Holt 1 

Holt 1 

Holt 2 

Holt 2 


2 

1 1 
1 
2 

4 

5 
4 
4 

11 

3 

4 

5 
3 


(Gordon Heebner, Nebraska Game 
Commission, Norfolk, Nebr. compiled 
the data). 

—Submitted by John and Ann 
Mathisen, Alliance 


GRAY-HEADED J U N C O IN 
WEBSTER COUNTY.—On April 5, 
1958, during the last flight of Juncos 
for the season, I became aware of an 
individual perched in the bushes on 
the north side of the house. It ap¬ 


peared to be different in some ways. 
Observing it closely, I realized that 
the beak was very light colored— 
almost a chalky white. Also, it 
presented a different “tone” in 
general to the Montana Junco with 
which I am fairly familiar. Con¬ 
sulting my copy of “A Field Guide 
to Western Birds,” by Peterson, I 
was convinced that the bird was a 
Gray-headed Junco. Thus, I was able 
to add another “first” to my list. 

—Harold Turner, Bladen 

PARULA WARBLER IN WEB¬ 
STER COUNTY.—On the morning 
of September 17, 1958, I saw a small 
warbler alight on the telephone wire. 
Instantly, I realized it was different 
from any other I had recognized. 
The yellow breast seemed to blend 
into the greenish head and upper 
parts, but contrasted rather sharply 
against the white belly. The two 
white wing-bars were very con¬ 
spicuous. Checking my Peterson’s 
Field Guide, I was convinced that 
this bird could be none other than an 
immature Parula Warbler. The 
observation was made at very close 
range .—Harold Turner, Bladen 

SOME NESTING NOTES.—June 
4 and 5, 1958, a small group of us 
went for a drive to check on birds 
in an area near Columbus, with 
special emphasis on bird nesting. 
We saw a pair of Blue Grosbeaks 
making a nest along the roadside, 
listened to a Bell’s Vireo singing, and 
saw a Red-bellied Woodpecker. We 
saw some Upland Plovers which 
gave us courage to search the meadow 
for their nests. There were at least 
six pairs of Plovers within sight at 
various times during our search, and 
we did see and photograph a nest 
with four eggs. 

We came upon deserted blackbird 
nests in the tall green weeds, and 
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photographed one nest with three 
eggs plus a Cowbird’s egg. Red¬ 
winged Blackbirds are versatile nest- 
ers. They nest in buckbrush, trees, 
cattails, in tufts of grass, on islands 
out in a bayou or in dry meadows, 
in heaps of brush along the road, 
or almost any where. It is no wonder 
they attain such populations. 

We heard Dickcissels singing from 
many directions, and we came upon 
more and more Bobolinks. I’m sure 
we saw at least a dozen males and 
they acted as though there might 
be nests, but we did not see one. A 
quail flew out at one place and we 
found her nest with one egg and 
took a picture. This was in a wild 
meadow by a bayou. There were 
Yellow Warblers and Yellowthroats 
also nesting. Eastern Meadowlarks 
were singing in the vicinity and we 
saw one nest. 

June 15 I observed a pair of 
Orchard Orioles at work feeding 
their young in a nest in a dead tree 
over the water by Trenton. This tree 
apparently had nests of House 
Sparrows, Western Kingbirds, and 
perhaps a Cuckoo nest and a Mourn¬ 
ing Dove nest. 

I shall never forget my first Dick- 
cissel. He sat on a telephone wire 
and sang. I remember in the early 
fifties how you would drive along 
the road and hear them so often. By 
the time you would get out of the 
hearing of one you would be in hear¬ 
ing distance of another. In 1956, the 
year of the Wauneta flood, they were 
so thick in the Frenchman Valley 
that they fairly blossomed in the 
alfalfa fields which seems to be the 
most common habitat. They also like 
railroad right-of-way areas, I think 
because of the unmolested nesting 
place. 

Last year I had occasion to drive 
across the state several times during 
the nesting season and heard them 
only in the eastern third or fourth 


of the state. I had about decided that 
they had to have a certain amount 
of alfalfa to consider a nesting site 
suitable, ow,—this year, I have again 
driven across the state several times 
and hear them all along, not as 
thick as some years, but evenly dis¬ 
tributed. Instead of just in the 
valleys and over alfalfa, also where 
there is clover, and every wheat field 
has its share of Dickcissels. 

Do you want to be a friend of 
mine? Just show me a bird nest I 
don’t have in my list of slides. 

—Iola Pennington , Wauneta 

CUCKOOS.—There have been a 
number of reports on the unusual 
occurrence of Cuckoos during the 
summer of 1958. This seems worthy 
of special note here. There have 
been more Cuckoos in the Chadron 
area, too, and for the first time I 
saw the Black-billed. The Yellow¬ 
billed has been seen other years as 
well as this.—Ed. 

I almost feel justified in reporting 
the Black-billed Cuckoo as having 
nested. Speaking of Cuckoos, I 
seem to have more than usual— 
both Black-billed and Yellow-billed— 
around my territory this season.— 
Harold Turner, Bladen (from fetter 
dated July 17, 1958) 

There has been an uncommonly 
large" number of Cuckoos, both 
Yellow-billed and Black-billed, in my 
vicinity this, year. Also, there have 
been scads of caterpillars. Usually 
I only see one or two pairs of Cuckoos 
each year, and then the Yellow-billed 
most often; but now there seem to 
be more of the other kind.—Mrs. 
Morris Cox, Hershey (from letter 
dated July 30, 1958) 

Cuckoos, both Yellow-billed and 
Black-billed, are very abundant this 
year.—Mary Sturmer, Beatrice (from 
card dated August 4, 1958) 

My Cuckoos are the Yellow-billed. 
—Mrs. Oona Bassett, Tryon 
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Reports have come to me from 
Beatrice, Lincoln and Sioux City 
that more than usual numbers of 
both the Cuckoos have been seen 
this season. That has also been 
our experience.—Mrs. John Lueshen, 
Wisner (from letter dated August 
12, 1958) 

Dozens of Cuckoos this year.—Mrs. 
Iola Pennington, Wauneta 

(Friends) brought me a Black¬ 
billed Cuckoo tonight that had broken 
its neck on their picture window. 
Every year I have a record of the 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, but this is 
only my 5th record of the Black¬ 
billed Cuckoo.—Mrs. Paul Heineman, 
Plattsmouth (from card dated July 
11, 1958) 

CASS COUNTY NOTES.—Follow¬ 
ing are some comments from my 
notebook: 

In December, 1957 one of our Bird 
Club members fed an injured Screech 
Owl for three weeks. She left it 
free to go whenever it was ready, 
and it did one night. 

Many Robins were seen all over 
town in January. In January, too, 
the Starlings congregated about our 
chimney—tails in—to enjoy the 
warm air, I suppose. January 22 I 
saw a Chickadee take two baths in 
a heap of snow on a spruce bough. 
Later it shook itself and preened in 
a nearby shrub. 

The Martin house was closed when 
cethe first ones arrived March 31. We 
opened it that night and they all 
took possession April 7. Twice I have 
seen a Martin taking green leaves 
into the house. They sometimes come 
to the bird bath to drink and make 
bathing motions on the edge, but I 
have never seen one really bathe. 
May 25 Paul heard a terrible com¬ 
motion from the house and mindful 
of a black snake we have in the 


rocks, he took a weapon and went 
up to the house. Just then a Flicker 
emerged from one of the rooms with 
a Martin on its back holding on to 
its neck feathers. They shrieked off 
into the trees with several other 
Martins after them. All the week 
before I had seen a Flicker about, 
testing out the holes in the courting 
tree and sitting on top of the Martin 
House. 

The late departure date of the 
Junco (May 1) interested me. 

On May 25 two Mourning Doves 
left the nest. I hadn’t seen the 
nestlings until they came off. There 
was always a parent on them. We 
could touch the nest. Paul mowed 
and I gardened under it, the chil¬ 
dren came to see it, but she (or he, 
at times, I’m sure) held her ground. 

Sunflower seeds from the feeder 
are still eaten by Chickadees, Tufted 
Titmice, White-breasted Nuthatches, 
Red-bellied Woodpeckers, Cardinals, 
and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks. Our 
bath has a fountain which is left 
on to drip slowly, so there is always 
a moist place around it. Robins use 
it for mud. May 23 there were three 
busy digging out soil and grasses. 
The males usually accompany them 
on their trips back and forth. There 
seems to be a sort of truce between 
pairs in the vicinity of the bath. 

The White Pelicans on April 24 
were a thrilling sight as they moved 
slowly north. I know 500 is a con¬ 
servative estimate of their numbers. 
The different groups, clear across 
the sky, kept inter-changing and it 
was impossible to really count them. 
On June 21 there were several 
hundred moving slowly southwest. 

On June 25 a friend showed me the 
nest of a Western Kingbird about 
15 to 18 feet up in the crotch of an 
apple tree. It reminded me of a 
Catbird’s nest.— Mrs. Paul Heineman, 
Plattsmouth 
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DOUGLAS COUNTY NOTES.— 
Last Sunday, November 2, 1958, in 
Forest Lawn Cemetary, I was very 
surprised to see a Magpie. When I 
got home and looked in the check¬ 
list I saw that it was legal for it 
to be here, but I don’t recall having 
heard of one here since I started 
birding in late 1952. November 1 I 
saw a House Wren along the tracks 
in Fontenelle Forest. (I really 
wanted to see a Winter Wren which 
Mr. Swanson had heard the week 
before.) It must be about two months 
since I saw one. 

Other than Barn Swallows I saw 
very few swallows this year, and 
last year there were noticeably fewer 
than in ’56. I saw fewer Blue Herons, 
too. Part of this may be due to the 
higher water in Lake Manawa so 
that the birds would be below the 
top of the rushes. Mr. Dokulil who 
keeps an eye on the heronry on the 
Gifford property said that there were 
fewer nests this year than last. But 
the high water in the lake, with 
high rushes in it, may be the reason 
I saw Yellow-headed Blackbirds at 
intervals all summer when previously 
I saw them (if at all) only in spring 
and fall. Wood Thrushes were very 
scarce this year. I heard them fairly 
regularly in a few places, but saw 
them only a few times, while in 
previous years I’d see them several 
times any time I went to the Forest. 
But on the other hand, where in 
previous years there were Chat 
territories in only two places in the 
Forest that I knew of, this year 
there were about six. I either heard 
or saw or both the Cerulian Warbler 
for five consecutive week ends, missed 
two, and then saw it again on the 
eighth. If I saw it twice in any 
previous year I thought I was doing 
well. 

I saw a Red-shouldered Hawk on 
a nest in the Forest April 5 and 12, 


but no more on the nest after that 
although I usually saw them in the 
vicinity. April 13 I saw a Red¬ 
shouldered Hawk on a nest in Carter 
Lake Park, and on each week end 
through May 10. Before my next 
trip there was a drowning in the 
lake near the nest site, and the con¬ 
fusion and crowds may have caused 
it to abandon the nest. I didn’t see 
it again there. But the day I first 
missed it at this site (May 18) I 
saw a Red-shoulder on a nest at the 
far end of the Lake and saw it 
there until June 29 when I didn’t 
see the bird but saw a couple of 
branches with fresh leaves added to 
the nest. July 6 there was no sign 
of the bird at the nest. There had 
been a drowning near this second 
site during the week. At none of the 
nests did I ever see any sign of eggs 
or chicks. 

On July 5 and 12 I saw an Amer¬ 
ican Egret at Lake Manawa on a 
muskrat house, and on July 20 in 
the lake. It was with a Great Blue 
Heron on the muskrat house. It was 
not there on August 3. The second 
time I saw it, it would lift its wings 
into a posture that reminded me of 
pictures of Sandhill Cranes dancing, 
though it didn’t jump. It might 
have been trying to keep its balance 
on the muskrat mound, but I doubt 
it.— R. G. Cortelyou, Omaha 

DAWES COUNTY.—June 23, 1958, 
Dennis Carter of Iowa spent a day 
in the vicinity of Chadron State 
Park and reported among other 
things six Pygmy Nuthatches.—Ed. 

RESCUED JUVENALS.—A baby 
meadowlark was hung on a barb of 
a barbed wire fence. The barb had 
gone through the flesh on the wing. 
You could tell by the droppings it 
had been there a long time. When I 
got the wing worked off, the bird 
went to sleep in my hand. The mother 
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had kept her family there; the other 
young were running around on the 
ground. 

I heard a House Wren scolding 
and when I went out, a House Spar¬ 
row was sitting on the little perch. 
The next morning I noticed a little 
brown “blob” next to the foundation 
of the house. I went over to see and 
it was all four little tiny baby wrens. 
They had hardly any pin feathers on 


them. Had the mother brooded them 
through the night? We used a nar¬ 
row teaspoon to put them back into 
their house. All the time the mother 
sat on a lilac limb and watched, not 
uttering a sound. When we were 
away from the house, she looked in 
and then sat on the little perch and 
I never heard such a beautiful song 
as she poured forth.— Mrs. Nellie 
Campbell, Geneva 


Excerpts From Letters 


“April 8 I saw a Red-breasted 
Merganser and a week ago (about 
August 5, 1958) I saw the Scissor- 
tailed Flycatchers which Mary Stur- 
mer will have written about. April 
23 I was driving past a sandpit 
lake north of Blue Springs and 
could hardly believe my eyes when 
I saw two Ospreys. One was perched 
in the top of a tall tree and the 
other was just rising from the lake 
with a fish in its talons. It is the 
first that we have ever seen here. 
Another interesting thing in bird 
news was seeing a Raven closely 
when on a trip near Hebron.” 

— Mrs. F. J. Patton, Wymore 


“Something I hope you can correct 
—. The March 25 date for the Brown 
Thrasher in 1948 should be April 25. 
I have no March (or earlier) dates 
for this bird. My May 1 date for 
the Yellow-headed Blackbird was left 
out altogether, but by far the greatest 
blunder was the date of March 21 
for Orchard Oriole which should be 
May 11. The March 21 date evidently 
was for my Red-winged Blackbird 
which was printed as May 1. I have 
no records to date for Orchard Oriole 
earlier than the first week of May, 
and only three or four as early as 
the last week of April for Baltimore 
Orioles.”— Harold Turner, Bladen 
(This error already appears in 
the “Twenty-five Year Summary of 
Bird Migration in Nebraska,” The 
Nebr. Bird Review, July, 1958.—Ed.) 
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Dr. R. Allyn Moser's Contribution to Ornithology 


The members of the Nebraska Orni¬ 
thologists’ Union wish to pay tribute 
to a fellow member whose efforts in 
behalf of the organization have had 
great influence on its growth and 
continuation. Our deepest thanks go 
to Dr. R. Allyn Moser, who gave so 
much of himself, his time and mate¬ 
rial possessions to the N. 0. U. at a 
period when it seemed that the club 
could not continue. 

The N. 0. U., founded in 1899, 
flourished under the leadership of 
such men as Lawrence Bruner, 
Robert H. Wolcott and Myron H. 
Swenk, but with the death of Pro¬ 
fessor Swenk in 1941 the future of 
the N, 0. U. looked discouraging. It 
was in 1935 that Dr. Moser became 
a member. He accepted the office of 
treasurer in 1944, and threw himself 
into the task of making the N. 0. U. 
a strong organization again. His deep 
and sincere interest in ornithology, 
together with his magnetic person¬ 
ality, influenced many people, and 
brought a new and lasting interest 
into the lives of these people. New 
members were added to the N. 0. U. 
list, and more money began coming 
in, much of this through Dr. Moser’s 
generosity. His contagious spirit and 
enthusiasm spread to the other offi¬ 
cers, and bird clubs and organizations 
throughout the state grew stronger. 
More interest was shown in the 
annual meetings and there was a 
better attendance. 

In 1940 an Audubon Screen Tour 
lecture was brought to Omaha for the 
first time, enth’ely through the 
efforts of Allyn Moser and Fred W. 
Haecker. There was but one lecture 
that year and Dr. Moser paid all of 
the expenses involved in bringing the 


program to Omaha. In 1941 there 
were two Audubon lectures in Omaha, 
all details being handled by Dr. 
Moser, and in all the succeeding 
years the regular Audubon series of 
lectures has appeared in Omaha. Dr. 
Moser founded the Omaha Audubon 
Club, which helped to pay for the 
lectures. Later, the Omaha Concord 
Club took over the sponsorship of 
the series. 

Dr. Moser is a life member of the 
American Ornithologists’ Union, and 
served as its treasurer from 1948 
through 1953. He has been a member 
of the Wilson Ornithological Society, 
and was instrumental in bringing the 
annual meeting of that club to Omaha 
in 1946. The meeting of the American 
Ornithologists’ Union took place in 
Omaha in 1948, due to Dr. Moser’s 
efforts. 

The papers of Dr. Moser, on the 
Belted Piping Plover, the Genus 
Jmico and the Glaucous Gull in Ne¬ 
braska, were definite contributions 
to the ornithology of our state. Per¬ 
haps his greatest accomplishment 
was the compilation, together with 
Fred Haecker and Jane B. Swenk, 
of the Checklist of the Birds of Ne¬ 
braska. This was published in May, 
1945, and revised in November, 1945. 
Later, in 3 958, a new checklist was 
published — that of Rapp, Baum- 
garten and Moser. 

Allyn Moser was president of the 
Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union from 
1946 through 1948. It is because of 
the work of such men as he that 
our organization is one of the best 
of its kind in the country. May his 
leadership and spirit be a sustaining 
influence to the members of N. O. U. 

—Mary L. Perkins , Omaha 
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1958 Nesting Report 

Compiled by M. L. and C. G. Pritchard 


This is the third nesting report. 
We continue to summarize the infor¬ 
mation, but the original reports are 
kept in the files and may be reviewed 
later for more specific data. Areas 
one through five are the same areas 
established three years ago when we 
began the nesting report project. 
This year only twelve reports were 
submitted to the Editor. Eleven of 
Nebraska’s 93 counties were repre¬ 
sented : four from Area 1, three from 
Area 5, two each from areas 3 and 4. 
No reports were submitted from Area 
2. Reporters were as follows: 

Area 1. Mrs. Jack Brashear, Scotts- 
bluff; Miss Doris Gates (aided by 
Mrs. Arthur Carroll, Dennis Carter, 
and L. E. Walters), Chadron; Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Mathisen, Alliance; Mrs. 
Roy J. Witschy, Scottsbluff. 

Area 3. Mrs. Kate L. Armstrong, 
Columbus; Mrs. Lloyd Seabury, Plain- 
view. 

Area 4. Mrs. Morris A. Cox, Her- 
shey; Mrs. Glenn Viehmeyer, North 
Platte. 

Area 5. Audubon Naturalists’ Club, 
Lincoln; Mrs. Maxine Brewer, Sher¬ 
man County; Mrs. Chris Hansen and 
her Bird Study Class, Kearney. 

State-wide records accumlated by 
the Nebraska Game, Forestation and 
Parks Commission for game species. 

1958 Nesting Report : One hundred 
nine species were reported nesting in 
Nebraska. After each species is listed 
the area (or areas) from which it 
was reported. Eared Grebe (1), Pied¬ 
billed Grebe (2), Double-crested 
Cormorant (1), Great Blue Heron 
(1, 4), Black-crowned Night Heron 
(3, 4), American Bittern (3), Mal¬ 
lard (all), Pintail (all), Green¬ 
winged Teal (2), Blue-winged Teal 
(1, 3, 4, 5), Gadwall (1, 2), American 


Widgeon (1), Shoveller (1, 2, 5), 
Redhead (1, 2), Lesser Scaup (1, 2), 
Ruddy Duck (1), Red-tailed Hawk 
(5), Swainson’s Hawk (1, 4, 5) Gold¬ 
en Eagle (1), Marsh Hawk (1), 
Prairie Falcon (1), Sparrow Hawk 
(1, 4, 5), Greater Prairie Chicken 
(2, 3, 4, 5), Sharp-tailed Grouse (1, 
2, 3), Gray Partridge (2), Bob white 
(all), Ring-necked Pheasant (all), 
American Coot (1, 2, 3, 5), Killdeer 
(1, 3, 4, 5), Long-billed Curlew (1), 
Upland Plover (3, 4, 5), Spotted 
Sandpiper (5), Wilson’s Phalarope 
(1), Mourning Dove (1, 3, 4, 5), 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo (4, 5), Black¬ 
billed Cuckoo (1, 4, 5), Screech Owl 
(1, 3), Great Horned Owl (1, 4, 5), 
Poor-will (1), Chimney Swift (3, 5), 
Flicker (1, 3, 4, 5), Red-bellied Wood¬ 
pecker (4, 5), Red-headed Wood¬ 

pecker (1, 3, 5), Hairy Woodpecker 
(3, 5), Downy Woodpecker (1, 3, 4, 
5), Eastern Kingbird (1, 4, 5), 

Western Kingbird (1, 3, 4, 5), Great 
Crested Flycatcher (4, 5), Eastern 
Phoebe (1, 3, 5), Say’s Phoebe (1, 3, 
5), Eastern Wood Pewee (5), West¬ 
ern Wood Pewee (1), Horned Lark 
(1, 5), Violet-green Swallow (1), 

Bank Swallow (3), Rough-winged 
Swallow (1), Barn Swallow (1, 3, 4, 
5), Cliff Swallow (1), Purple Martin 
(3, 5), Blue Jay (1, 3, 4, 5), Black¬ 
billed Magpie (1, 4, 5), Common Crow 
(1, 3, 5), Pinon Jay (1), Black-capped 
Chickadee (1, 4, 5), Tufted Titmouse 
(5), White-breasted Nuthatch (5), 
House Wren (1, 3, 4, 5), Rock Wren 
(1), Mockingbird (1, 4), Catbird (3, 
5), Brown Thrasher (1, 3, 4, 5), 
Robin (1, 3, 4, 5), Wood Thrush (5), 
Mountain Bluebird (1), Loggerhead 
Shrike (1, 3, 4, 5), Starling, (1, 3, 4, 
5), Bell’s Vireo (5), Red-eyed Vireo 
(1, 3), Warbling Vireo (3), Yellow 


‘As reported by Mary Lou Pritchard at the Nebr. Academy of Science. April 17, 1959. 
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Warbler (1, 3, 4, 5), Yellowthroat 
(1, 4), American Redstart (1), House 
Sparrow (1, 4, 5), Bobolink (4), 
Western Meadowlark (1, 3, 4, 5), Red¬ 
winged Blackbird (1, 3, 4, 5), Orchard 
Oriole (1, 3, 4, 5), Baltimore Oriole 
(3, 4, 5), Bullock’s Oriole (1), 

Brewer’s Blackbird (1), Common 
Grackle (1, 4, 5), Brown-headed 

Cowbird (4, 5), Western Tanager 
(1), Cardinal (4, 5)*, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak (3, 5), Black-headed Gros¬ 
beak (1, 4), Blue Grosbeak (1, 5), 
Indigo Bunting (3), Lazuli Bunting 
(1), Dickcissel (1, 4, 5), House Finch, 
(1), Pine Siskin (1), Goldfinch (5), 
Rufous-sided Towhee (1, 4), Lark 
Bunting (1, 4), Grasshopper Spar¬ 
row (5), Lark Sparrow (1, 4, 5), 
Chipping Sparrow (1), Song Spar¬ 
row (5). 

Note: Since all the Flickers in Ne¬ 
braska are considered hybrids, we 
have not listed the two flickers 
separately. 

The “species present” (but not nest¬ 
ing) list is omitted this year. The 
evidence of nesting listed by the 
reporters was sufficient to include 


the bird in the nesting report, or the 
reports overlapped to such a degree 
that a bird listed as “present” by 
one reporter was confirmed by an¬ 
other with more conclusive evidence. 
The 1958 Report added 14 species to 
the list of birds nesting in Nebraska, 
bringing the total species to 127 re¬ 
ported for this project. 

We should like to urge more mem¬ 
bers to participate in this project. 
Send to the Editor a list of the com¬ 
mon species nesting in your back¬ 
yards and neighborhoods! Two hun¬ 
dred such reports from across the 
State would fill noticeable gaps in 
our information. For instance, no 
Eastern Meadowlarks were reported 
at all in 1958, and the Crow and 
House Sparrow were reported from 
only three areas. Just mention the 
date (no need to confine your observa¬ 
tions to the last week in June!), the 
name of the bird, and the evidence 
of nesting (nest found, eggs found, 
young seen, young being fed by 
adults, adults carrying food). We 
should appreciate having the longer 
lists in check-list order. 


*See p. 47, Mrs. Jack Brashear. 
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Meetings And Reports* 


F I F T Y-E I G H T H ANNUAL 
MEETING.—The annual May meet¬ 
ing of N.O.U. was held in conjunc¬ 
tion with the tenth anniversary meet¬ 
ing of the South Dakota Ornitho¬ 
logists’ Union at Yankton, South 
Dakota, May 16-17, 1959. The pro¬ 
gram was as follows: “Migratory 
Waterfowl Banding Recovery,” Maur¬ 
ice Anderson; “The Wildlife Areas 
of the New Missouri River Reser¬ 
voirs,” Lester Berner; “Florida Bird- 
life,” Liven A. Peterson; “Birdlife 
in Artificially Impounded Waters,” 
Charles A. Hughlett; “Notes on the 
Nesting Behavior of a Pair of Canada 
Warblers,” Herbert Krause; and 
“Bird Study of Jewel Cave National 
Monument, South Dakota,” Dennis L. 
Carter. At the banquet, Oscar Alexis 
whistled examples of European and 
American bird songs. Dr. Walter J. 
Breckenridge, Director of the Min¬ 
nesota Museum of Natural History 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota, showed 
pictures of “Some Natural History 
of the Central Canadian Arctic.” 

At the N.O.U. business meeting, 
the group suggested having two fall 
field days—one in eastern Nebraska 
and one in the west, and on different 
week ends so that those who cared 
to could attend both. It was also 
suggested that the winter meeting be 
dis-continued and the paper session 
in conjunction with the Nebraska 
Academy of Science be tried another 
r ear. 

All of the incumbent officers were 
held over with the exception of the 
secretary and treasurer. Bill Huntley, 
former secretary, and Mrs. O. W. 
Ritchey, treasurer, both felt that they 
could not continue in their offices. 


Thus, the list of officers reads as 
follows: president, Mrs. John Lues- 
hen of Wisner; vice president, Bur¬ 
ton Nelson of Hastings; secretary, 
Mrs. S. A. Perkins* of Omaha; treas¬ 
urer, Rushton G. Cortelyou of 
Omaha; custodian, Bertha Winter of 
Lincoln; and editor, Doris Gates of 
Chadron. Chadron was selected as the 
site of the 1960 annual meeting. 

Appreciation for their part in mak¬ 
ing the meetings a success was ex¬ 
pressed to Ruth Habeger, C. W. 
(Bill) Huntley, Mr. and Mrs. Willis 
Hall, Mr. and Mrs. John Lueshen, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Gurney and 
their staff of the Charles Gurney 
Hotel, the Engineers of the U. S. 
Army, South Dakota Department of 
Game, Fish and Parks, and the Ne¬ 
braska Game, Forestation and Parks 
Commission. 

Following the close of the Sunday 
meeting, a few people remained to 
learn more about bird banding. Carl 
M. Johnson of Rochester, Minnesota, 
demonstrated a mist net. Scott Find¬ 
ley banded a Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
and Rufous-sided Towhee which had 
been caught in the mist net earlier 
in the day, and Mrs. John Lueshen 
demonstrated her Potter traps. This 
was an interesting added feature to 
an already interesting meeting. 

FIFTY-FIFTH ANNUAL FIELD 
DAY.—Members of the S.D.O.U. 
group held their field trip on the 
South Dakota side of the Lewis and 
Clark Lake while the N.O.U. mem¬ 
bers did their observing on the Ne¬ 
braska side of the lake. All met at 
the picnic area east of the Gavins 
Point Dam on the South Dakota side. 

*Mrs. Perkins has since resigned. 
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A total of 138 kinds of birds were 
reported with S.D.O.U. members re¬ 
porting 127 and N.O.U. reporting 99. 
The Nebraska list is as follows: Com¬ 
mon Loon, White Pelican, Double- 
crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, 
Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, Shoveller, 
Lesser Scaup, Turkey Vulture, Red¬ 
tailed Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, 
Golden Eagle, Marsh Hawk, Sparrow 
Hawk, Bobwhite, Quail (Coturnix), 
Ring-necked Pheasant, American 
Coot, Semipalmated Plove, Killdeer, 
Spotted Sandpiper, Willet, Greater 
Yellowlegs, Baird's Sandpiper, Least 
Sandpiper, Sanderling, Ring-billed 
Gull, Franklin’s Gull, Forster’s Tem, 
Common Tern, Black Tern, Mourning 
Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Chimney 
Swift, Belted Kingfisher, Flicker, 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, Red-headed 
Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, 
Downy Woodpecker, Eastern King¬ 
bird, Western Kingbird, Great-crested 
Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Least 
Flycatcher, Horned Lark, Tree Swal¬ 
low, Bank Swallow, Rough-winged 
Swallow, Barn Swallow, Cliff Swal¬ 
low, Purple Martin, Blue Jay, Com¬ 
mon Crow, Blackcapped Chickadee, 
White-breasted Nuthatch, House 
Wren, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, 
Robin, Swainson’s (Olive-backed) 
Thrush, Eastern Bluebird, Logger- 
head Shrike, Starling, Bell’s Vireo, 
Red-eyed Vireo, Philadelphia Vireo, 
Warbling Vireo, Tennessee Warbler, 
Yellow Warbler, Myrtle Warbler, 
Blackpoll Warbler, Ovenbird Yellow- 
throat, American Redstart, House 
Sparrow, Bobolink, Western Meadow¬ 
lark, Redwinged Blackbird, Orchard 
Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, Common 
Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Car¬ 
dinal, Rosebreasted Grosbeak, Black¬ 
headed Grosbeak (seen by John 
Bliese, et al), Indigo Bunting, Dick- 
cissel, American Goldfinch, Rufous¬ 
sided Towhee, Lark Bunting, Savan¬ 
nah Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, 


Lark Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, 
Clay-colored Sparrow, Field Sparrow, 
Harris’ Sparrow, White-crowned 
Sparrow. 

Birds seen by the S.D.O.U. mem¬ 
bers and not reported by the Nebras¬ 
ka group are as follows: Horned 
Grebe, Eared Grebe, Pied-billed 
Grebe, Snowy Egret, Black-crowned 
Night Heron, American Bittern, Pin¬ 
tail, Green-winged Teal, Cinnamon 
Teal, Gadwall, Redhead, Ruddy Duck, 
Red-breasted Merganser, Swainson’s 
Hawk, Gray (Hungarian) Partridge, 
Piping Plover, Black-bellied Plover, 
Upland Plover, Lesser Yellowlegs, 
Pectoral Sandpiper, White-rumped 
Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, 
Wilson’s Phalarope, Herring Gull, 
Great Horned Owl, Burrowing Owl, 
Common Nighthawk, Say’s Phoebe, 
Eastern Wood Pewee, Wood Thrush, 
Gray-cheeked Thrush, Black and 
White Warbler, Orange-crowned War¬ 
bler, Magnolia Warbler, Yellow- 
headed Blackbird, Scarlet Tanager, 
Vesper Sparrow, and Song Sparrow. 


General Notes 

THE SONG OF THE WHITE¬ 
BREASTED NUTHATCH.—As far 
as I’m concerned, here’s a bird with 
rare musical talent. In January and 
February the leafless woods are 
bleak and cheerless, but this plucky 
little fellow rolls out those merry 
notes and instantly the wooded place 
seems to take on life, color, beauty, 
and hope. The series of “whi, whi, 
whi, whi, whi, whi, whi” notes are 
all on the same pitch. But in spite 
of the simplicity of the song, he has 
a peculiar way of making it pleas¬ 
antly appealing, in fact, almost 
irresistible. Each rapid, mellow note 
slurs upward (literally bounces up¬ 
ward) and it sounds somewhat like 
a person whistling to call a dog. 
Whenever he begins a song period, 
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it’s usually continued for quite a 
while—indeed a pleasant sound to 
hear on mid-winter days. 

—Carl H. Swanson, Omaha 

HUMMINGBIRDS AT ELDORA, 
COLORADO.—The following com¬ 
ments are taken from the paper 
given by Mrs. Gail Shickley at the 
Mid-winter Meeting in North Platte, 
January 11, 1959. For eight sum¬ 
mers the Shickleys have fed hum¬ 
mingbirds from small vials painted 
bright red with nail polish and tied 
up with red yarn and wire. After 
trying several mixtures of water and 
honey, they found five parts of water 
to one part honey the best. The birds 
seem to have to learn to feed from 
these vials. 

Large numbers of “hummers” 
come every day during the summer. 
Most of them are the Broad-tailed 
Hummingbirds, but during migration 
they have had the Rufous and Cal- 
lipoe Hummingbirds. Once they had 
the Black-chinned. The “hummers” 
are very pugnacious, not only fight¬ 
ing among themselves but even fight¬ 
ing off other species. One was seen 
chasing a bat. 

The “hummers” are among the 
first birds to be about in the morn¬ 
ing and one of the last to be active 
at night. The territorial U-shaped 
display has been observed. 

By the middle of August the males 
are all gone, and a few stragglers 
of the females and immatures may 
stay until about mid-September. 

REMINDER.—The N.O.U. Library 
is located in the Zoology Division of 
the University of Nebraska State 
Museum at Lincoln. Although the 
room is usually locked, the contents 
are available to members upon re¬ 
quest. The following magazines and 
other printed matter are received in 
exchange for the Bird Review : 
Atlantic Naturalist (Audubon Society 


of the District of Columbia); Audu¬ 
bon Magazine; The Auk (American 
Ornithologists’ Union) ; Bulletins of 
the Maine and Massachusetts Audu¬ 
bon Societies; The Chat (Carolina 
Bird Club) ; The Condor (Cooper 
Ornithological Society) ; The Flicker 
(Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union); 
Florida Naturalist, The Gull (Golden 
Gate Audubon Society, California); 
Indiana Audubon Society; Iowa Bird 
Life; Jacke-Pine Warbler (Michigan 
Audubon Society) ; Kansas Ornitholo¬ 
gical Society Bulletin; Kentucky 
Warbler; The Migrant (Tennessee 
Ornithological Society) ; New Hamp¬ 
shire Bird News; The Oriole (Georgia 
Ornithological Society) ; The Passen¬ 
ger Pigeon (Wisconsin Society for 
Ornithology) ; The Raven (Virginia 
Society of Ornithology) ; The Red¬ 
start (Brooks Bird Club, West Vir¬ 
ginia) South Dakota Bird Notes; 
and The Wilson Bulletin (Wilson 
Ornithological Society). Most of these 
date back more than ten years. 

There is no charge for borrowing 
these publications. A letter or post 
card to Bertha Winter, 1004 E St., 
Apt. 4, Lincoln, will receive prompt 
attention. State the specific publica¬ 
tion (s) desired and your correct 
address. Considering the ever-increas¬ 
ing postage rates, the N.O.U. feels 
it is only fair to ask reimbursement 
for postage. 

DEAD BIRDS IN ABANDONED 
BUILDINGS.—From 1946 through 
1951, this writer had the pleasure 
of accompanying Albert Lehmann, 
of the Lehmann Wrecking Company 
of Sioux City, on numerous inspec¬ 
tion trips to the various abandoned 
or partly abandoned United States 
Army Air Bases, Prisoner of War 
Camps and sundry training camps. 
Portions or complete camps were for 
sale as war surplus and since Mr. 
Lehmann’s business is salvage, we 
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would travel to the camps. I was in¬ 
side all these empty buildings at 
least twice and often I went hack 
a third time. All this explanation is 
to point out that my visits to these 
buildings were not just one shot 
affairs and that we often spent 
several days in a camp just looking 
over buildings. 

Inspection trips were made to 
camps in Iowa, South Dakota, Miss¬ 
ouri, Kansas, and Nebraska. The 
bulk of the work was done in Ne¬ 
braska. Of course, my interest was 
more in birds than buildings and 
every dead and/or mumified bird or 
animal was inspected. The most com¬ 
mon dead bird was the House Spar¬ 
row and it was found both in the 
prairie camps and the camps of the 
wooded areas. In some buildings I 
could find several dozen dead spar¬ 
rows, many of them torn up by 
hungry rodents, but usually enough 
feathers were left to identify them. 
The prize find of House Sparrows 
was in the Ordnance Building at 
Kearney, Nebraska. One large sup¬ 
porting post in this structure had 
been encased with one inch boards 
which made a deadly sparrow trap. 
These birds apparently flew down 
into this enclosed area and then 
probably didn’t have wing clearance 
to fly up and out. 

In wind swept camps like the ones 
at McCook, Atlanta, and Ainsworth, 
all in Nebraska, the common dead 
birds aside from the House Sparrows 
were Horned Larks. Occasionally 
Meadowlarks were found and in one 
camp at Kearney a few Starlings. 
At Atlanta where during the month 
of March, 1947, I had ample time to 
watch for both dead and live birds, I 
found a few dead Horned Larks in 
the barracks, but not a single Chest¬ 
nut-collared Longspur and yet this 
bird was found feeding about the 
buildings nearly every day. During 


April and May of the same year at 
Ainsworth I found numerous House 
Sparrows and a few Horned Larks 
and Meadowlarks and two Say’s 
Phoebes. 

It was not until mid-December, 
1948, when we made a trip to Camp 
Crowder near Neosho, Newton Coun¬ 
ty, Missouri, that I really realized 
the great loss of bird life that took 
place around these empty army 
camps. The camp site is in the well 
timbered foothills of the Ozarks. 
There were hundreds of buildings and 
while we didn’t get inside all of them, 
we did look over scores of them. In 
most it was the same sad story— 
dead Flickers and Bluebirds and 
many House Sparrows. While we 
never found more than two or three 
Flickers, and one or two Bluebirds 
to a building, we usually found some 
in every building. In one barracks I 
was able to open a window and chase 
one frantic Flicker to his freedom. 

How were so many birds im¬ 
prisoned? If I am not mistaken, on 
the prairies the reason might have 
been food. Crested wheat grass was 
planted between all the buildings. 
Since most door-openings were about 
flush with the ground and had a 
small concrete walk in front of them, 
if the door was open, the wind would 
whisk any kind of seed into the 
building. Birds might venture in and 
maybe the next gust of wind would 
blow the door shut, or maybe the 
caretaker would shut the banging 
door. 

At Camp Crowder the situation 
was different in that it was a wooded 
area and most of the barracks were 
built higher above the ground. Al¬ 
though some birds might have gone 
into a building via an open door, in 
most cases I found a small window 
pane broken out. In this case it would 
seem that the Flickers and Bluebirds 
might have entered through these 
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broken windows out of “curiosity,” 
possibly for shelter, but probably not 
for food. Most of these birds probably 
wore themselves out beating” against 


closed windows. 

This is my story of the trapped 
victims of the deserted army camps. 
— Wm. Y oungworth, Sioux City, Iowa 


Some Early Records Of The Wild Turkey 
In Nebraska 


The wild turkey, Meleagris gal- 
lopavo, is now extinct in Nebraska. 
Formerly, the species was widely dis¬ 
tributed in the eastern part of the 
state and ranged westward along the 
riparian communities of the major 
drainage systems to approximately 
101° longitude. I have recently per¬ 
used some of the historical literature 
dealing with Nebraska in search of 
early records of mammals and, while 
so doing, kept account of references 
to wild turkeys. Swenk (Nebraska 
Bird Review, 3:121-122, 1935, and 
5:53, 56, 1937) has summerized pre¬ 
viously records of Meleagris from the 
journals of the Lewis and Clark Ex¬ 
pedition, Brackenridge, and the As- 
torians. Records that have come to 
my attention and that may be of in¬ 
terest to students of ornithology in 
Nebraska are noted below. The year 
of observation is given for each, if 
known. 

Dakota County : near South Sioux 
City, 1843 (Audubon and Coues, 
Audubon and his journals, 1:488, 
1898). Dawson County, along Plum 
Creek (Ayres, in Collection of Ne¬ 
braska pioneer reminiscences, p. 55, 
1916). Dixon County : along Missouri 
River, about 10 mi. below mouth of 
Vermillion River, 1843 (Audubon 
and Coues, op. cit., 1:494). Fillmore 
County : no specific locality, late 
1860’s (Anonymous, in Collection of 
Nebraska pioneer reminiscences, p. 
99, 1916). Franklin County: near 
mouth Turkey Creek, 1861 (Morton, 


in Collection of Nebraska pioneer 
reminiscences, pp. 226-227, 1916). 

Frontier County : along Medicine 
Creek, 1869 (Danker, Nebraska Hist., 
39:165, 1958) and 1870’s (Paine, 
Pioneers, Indians and buffalos, p. 62, 
1935) ; near Eustis, after 1883 {ibid., 
p. 46) ; Sec. 14, southern part of 
county {ibid., p. 48). Gage County'. 
Blue River Valley, near Beatrice 
(Carpenter, in Collection of Nebraska 
pioneer reminiscences, p. Ill, 1916). 
Knox County: mouth of Bazile Creek, 
1843 (Audubon and Coues, op. cit., 
2:168). Nemaha County: near Brown- 
ville, 1856 (Anonymous, Nebraska 
Hist., 26:240, 1946); Fair Sun Is¬ 
land, Missouri River between Brown- 
ville and Peru, 1812 (Luttig, Journal 
of a fur-trading expedition on the 
Upper Missouri, 1812-1813, p. 41, 
1920). Nuckolls County: no specific 
locality, 1871 (Follmer, Coll. Nebras¬ 
ka State Hist. Soc., 17:157, 1913). 
Otoe County: near mouth of Weeping 
Water Creek, 1834 (Thwaites, Early 
western travels [Maximilian], 1748- 
1846, 24:109, 1906). Red Willow 

County: along Beaver Creek, 1869 
(Danker, op. cit., p. 165); near mouth 
Red Willow Creek, 1871 (Watkins, 
Coll. Nebraska State Hist. Soc., 19:33, 
1919). Thurston County: along Miss¬ 
ouri River, 1843 (Audubon and Coues, 
op. cit., 1:487); Omaha Indian Re¬ 
servation (Pattison, Nebraska Hist., 
15:82, 1934). — J. Knox Jones, Jr., 
Museum of Natural History, Univer¬ 
sity of Kansas, Lawrence. 
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The Distribution of the Western Red-bellied 
Woodpecker in the Missouri River Valley 

by William F. Rapp, Jr. 


This paper will discuss the distri¬ 
bution of the Red-bellied Woddpecker 
in the Missouri River drainage basin, 
the main stem of the Missouri River 
and the Platte River Valley. 

The subspecies of Red-bellied Wood¬ 
pecker which occurs in the Missouri 
River basin, is Melanerpes carolinus 
zebra. This is the subspecies which 
Burleigh and Lowery in 1944 rest¬ 
ricted to the: “whole of the Missouri 
River Valley and the region covered 
by most of the tributaries of the 
Mississippi River.” These authors 
made no attempt to define the range 
of the bird in the Mississippi River 
Valley or its tributaries. In the fourth 
edition of the A.O.U. “Check-list” 
(1931:190) the range of the Red- 
bellied Woodpecker is listed: Upper 
and Lower Austral zones from 
southeastern South Dakota south to 
central Texas. The statement gives 
the impression that the bird may be 
generally found throughout the area. 
Peters (1948:161) gave the range 
as: “Central United States in the 
Mississippi drainage area from south¬ 
eastern South Dakota and Michigan 
to the Gulf of Mexico and west to 
central Texas.” Peters in this state¬ 
ment did more to limit the range 
than did all previous workers by 
stating merely “Mississippi drainage 
area.” 

We are particularly interested in 
the distribution of the bird in Ne¬ 
braska. Hecker, Moser, and Swenk 
(1945:20) state that the bird is: “A 
fairly common resident and breeder 
in eastern Nebraska, rare in west.” 
The last statement, rare in west, 
was probably a guess on their parts 
as there are no western Nebraska 
records for this species previous to 


the 1950’s. In 1947 Wilson Tout 
published his work on the birds of 
Lincoln County to summarize his 
forty years of field work in the 
North Platte region, it was clear 
that during this period neither he 
nor any of his friends had seen a 
Red-bellied Woodpecker. Dr. T. C. 
Stephens in 1936 published a paper 
on the birds of Dakota County, Ne¬ 
braska. This county, in the northeast¬ 
ern most part of Nebraska, lies 
across the river from Sioux City, 
Iowa, and its eastern and northern 
boundaries are formed by the Miss¬ 
ouri River. These areas support 
large growths of deciduous trees. 
Previous to 1933 the bird was re¬ 
ported only three times, but since 
that time it has been reported fairly 
regularly. 

In South Dakota, Over and Thomas 
state (1946:13) “it (the Red-bellied 
Woodpecker) has been recorded from 
eastern South Dakota.” 

In summary we can say that be¬ 
fore 1930 the bird was known to 
occur as far north as Union County, 
South Dakota and possibly in the 
Blue Valley. 

We must realize that in Nebraska 
and South Dakota there are only 
limited areas with suitable habitat 
for woodpeckers, since most of these 
states are grassland. Therefore, the 
bird is limited to the larger river 
bottoms in which sizeable stands of 
deciduous forests have developed. 

We have good evidence that the 
bird is now moving westward and 
northward. The bird has been re¬ 
corded as far west as the North 
Platte region. This indicates that the 
bird has moved its range westward 
along the Platte River, whose valley 
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contains deciduous trees. Ridgeway 
reported some specimens collected 
in Colorado near Boulder, Yuma, 
Greeley, and Limon. Therefore, this 
Platte River route may have been 
the way by which these birds reached 
Colorado, as the South Platte River 
rises in this general area. 

The Red-bellied Woodpecker was 
first reported from Union County, 
South Dakota in 1931 and since that 
time has become well established in 
the Sioux City region. In 1951 it 
was observed near Vermillion and 
near Pierre in 1953. In addition, it 
has also been seen around Fort Rand¬ 
all dam. Thus, we also have evidence 
that the bird is moving northward. 

Now comes the important question: 
why is it spreading? Some will say 
that the bird has always been in the 
area, but was never reported be¬ 
cause there were never bird watchers 
there. I think we can discount this 
idea, because the bird has first ap¬ 
peared in areas where there have 
been active bird students for long 
periods of time, for example, North 
Platte and Sioux City. A fact that 
cannot be forgotten is that river 
bottom forests were not common 
along many of the major rivers until 
recently. Many of the pioneers and 
homesteaders wrote of the absence 
of trees along the Platte River. More¬ 
over, the river bottom forests of the 
Great Plains have a well known 
history of fire. It is hard, however, 
on this basis to explain the spread 


of the Red-bellied Woodpecker along 
the main stem of the Missouri, be¬ 
cause there are many stands of large 
and older trees along the river, 
especially near Omaha, Sioux City, 
Yankton, Vermillion, and the Ft. 
Randall dam area. 

Therefore, we must assume that 
man and his conservation efforts 
have provided suitable habitat into 
which the bird has spread. By plant¬ 
ing trees in the towns and around 
farm dwellings, he has increased the 
area of habitat for the Red-bellied 
Woodpecker. 

Lastly, it should be pointed out 
that Dr. Roberts in his Birds of 
Minnesota described the same phe¬ 
nomenon for the Red-bellied Wood¬ 
pecker in Minnesota. The bird was 
first found in Minnesota in 1893 and 
slowly spread northward and west¬ 
ward throughout the state. 

Conclusions 

1. The Red-bellied Woodpecker is 
slowly spreading westward and north¬ 
ward in the Missouri River drainage 
basin. 

a. it has gone as far north as 
Pierre, South Dakota, and 

b. as far west as North Platte, 
Nebraska. 

2. This spread in part may be at¬ 
tributed to conservation activities, 
control of fire, tree planting in towns 
and on farms, the establishment of 
hedge rows, etc. 

—Crete 


Excerpts From Letters 


“Dear N.O.U. Members: 

“To quote the walrus in Alice in 
Wonderland. ‘The time has come—.’ 
With the May N.O.U. meeting I am 
bowing out as your treasurer and 
turning the bank account and books 


over to the person you selected in my 
place. 

“I have enjoyed my four years of 
bookkeeping and correspondence. I 
always did enjoy getting letters and 
still do even though they sometimes 
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come a dozen at a time and require 
answering as well as recording in 
about four different places. 

“Many of you write such friendly 
notes. For example, I had an especial¬ 
ly nice one recently from Leni Raus¬ 
chenberg from Saudi Arabia where 
she has taken a job with Aramco 
for a couple of years. She was look¬ 
ing forward to a bird trip with a 
guide who knew Middle Eastern birds. 

“Please forgive the errors I have 
made. With two addresses and a full 
time job there is an occasional slip. 
As the years go by, I’ll hope to meet 
more of you with whose names I 
have become so familiar.” 

(signed) Ellen Ritchey, Hastings 

“On Friday (May 15, 1959), there 
were 50 Golden Plovers in the field 
‘puddling around.’ ” 

— Mrs. John Lueshen, Wisner 

“Shic and I saw at least 31 (Bald 
Eagles) on the 18th (of March). 
Ella (Nielsen) and I couldn’t be sure 
of more than six or seven on the 
19th. Norma (Radford) watched 
awhile on the 20th . . . They saw 
only four, but I don’t think they 
stayed until it was quite dark. The 
Viehmeyers were out on the 21st and 
stayed until dark. They counted nine 
and thought they were still coming 
in. A few weeks ago we were count¬ 
ing 15 to 18. Then Viehmeyers saw 
26 and a few night later we saw 31. 
I have an idea that maybe some from 
farther south were coming through 
here on their way north and we were 
lucky enough to see them at their 
peak. (March 30) Margaret Morton 
and I saw one old one and three, 
possibly four youngsters. They were 
roosting back in the trees where it 
was hard to see them, and restless, 
moving about quite a bit; so it was 
difficult to be sure of our count. I 
think it safe to say that the eagles 
are on the move.” — Mrs. M. F. 
Shickley, North Platte 


“To be constructive, I would like 
to suggest that members make regular 
field trips at intervals to the same 
area and record the number of each 
species seen during each trip. This 
information could be tabulated quite 
easily and would provide departure 
dates as well as arrivals. I know 
this isn’t a new idea, but why won’t 
it work?” 

— Liven A. Peterson, Grand Island 

(It WOULD work. Wish more 
people would do it!—Ed.) 

“I have made a small ‘shift’ in my 
recording of birds. It’s simply a 
matter of dividing the months into 
three parts. The first ‘period’ includes 
the 1st through the 10th; the second 
takes the 11th through the 20th; 
and the third takes what is left. 
Some of them (the months) end 
equally and some have one extra day, 
or 10%, which is still quite close.” 

—Harold Turner, Bladen 

“I would be very pleased if you 
could review The Ring in your jour¬ 
nal. I am interested in such publicity 
not only in regard of gaining new 
subscribers, but, first of all, in gain¬ 
ing new contributors. I would be 
only too glad to publish any interest¬ 
ing note and article on bird banding, 
its results and methods, trapping 
techniques, outstanding recoveries, 
etc.” — Dr. W. Rydzewski, Croydon, 
Surrey, England 

“The Ring is an international 
quarterly bulletin devoted entirely to 
bird banding and bird migration 
studies. Its main aim is to bring 
news and information on all the 
aspects of bird banding everywhere, 
either theoretical or practical. Since 
its first issue in October, 1954, The 
Ring has published articles and notes 
by 134 authors from 47 countries, 
listed 1093 papers and studies in its 
bibliographical section, and reviewed 
77 books of special selection. Besides 
the articles the permanent sections: 
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‘Various Problems,’ ‘How They Work,’ 
‘Notes and News,’ ‘Recoveries,’ etc., 
supply a mass of interesting informa¬ 
tion referring to important banding 
problems, banding and trapping 
techniques, achievements and results 
obtained by all the banding schemes, 
events and news from all the parts 
of the world and most interesting and 
important recoveries of banded birds.” 
Dr. W. Rydzewski , 1 Altyre Roard, 
Croydon, Surrey, England 

“Upon receiving the bulletin this 
morning (May 9, 1959) I realized that 
I had not informed you of Mrs. 
George O. Smith’s death. She passed 
away on March 22nd at the age of 
87. She is greatly missed by me as 
well as others. As a naturalist, she 
was tops. She knew everything any¬ 
one asked about.” — Bertha Krohn, 
Lincoln 

Mrs. George Smith became a mem¬ 
ber of N.O.U. in 1932 and has been 
a member since. As Miss Krohn says, 
“she knew everything anyone asked 
about.” I remember when I was a 
Camp Fire Girl in Lincoln that it 
was Mrs. Smith who took us to 
Antelope Park and told us the names 
of the plants there. No doubt she 
talked about the birds, too. Many 
children as well as adults learned 
much in the way of Nature Study 
from Mrs. Smith. She was a grand 
lady. — Doris Gates, Chadron 

“Mary Lou (Pritchard) saw a 
large flock (about 75) of Waxings— 
both Cedar and Bohemian—across 
the street from their house. During 
the Christmas count period we saw a 
Bald Eagle (adult) fly over our 
house (Dec. 20). A flock of at least 
seven Common Snipes seemingly are 
spending the winter in the open 
water by the Isaac Walton Cabin. We 
have seen a number of Townsend’s 
Solitaires. Our most surprising sight 
record is that of a Red-headed Wood¬ 
pecker on December 28, and again 


on January 1, 1959. Our group saw 
one a few years ago (1955 or 1956) 
in the Saltillo Area south of Lincoln. 
We also saw two Killdeers several 
times during the week of Dec. 25 
to Jan. 1, (1959) and a huge flock 
of Redwings. 

“Red-breasted Nuthatches are 
scarce this year, and so are Robins. 
We have hundreds of Meadowlarks, 
but so far have heard only the West¬ 
ern’s song. We saw an unusual num¬ 
ber of Sparrow Hawks (32) on Dec. 
28. They were usually two, three, 
four, or more together. We haven’t 
seen many since that day. 

“A few Red Crossbills are here. 
Three Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers 
seemingly are wintering here again. 
So far, Pine Siskins are scarce.” 

—Glayds Whitmus, Lincoln 

“Today I mounted a crow that has 
dirty, gray plumage, and I have an¬ 
other skin much like it. It was shot 
at Fremont. I mounted a perfect 
albino Coot with pink eyes, bill and 
feet. I have a male hybird Mallard- 
Gadwall (I think) shot at Blair. I 
got a Mallard drake but the breast 
and underparts are typically female. 
It is from Ft. Calhoun, Nebraska.” 

—Ralph Velich, Omaha 

“On Christmas morning (1958) I 
saw a tiny wren in the Vibernum 
tree. It flew to a perch on an iron 
railing about 12 feet away and I 
realized it was a Winter Wren. 
Since our home is on Wyman Heights 
on the opposite side of the city (from 
Fontennelle Forest) I thought this 
observation would be worth record¬ 
ing.”— Lyle J. Roberts, Omaha 

“As it has been our custom for 
years, we have taken the bird census 
of this area. Hairy Woodpecker, 
Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch, 
Downy Woodpecker, Cardinal, Junco, 
Blue Jay, Red-shouldered Hawk, Bob- 
white, Harris’ Sparrow, Tree Spar¬ 
row, Turkey Vulture, Goldfinch, 
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Robin, Pheasant, Crow, Horned 
Lark, Mockingbird, Red-tailed Hawk, 
Mourning Dove, and Red-bellied 
Woodpecker. January 1, 1959.” 

— Mrs. Rose Junker and Miss Stisie 
Callaway, Fairbury 

“I was rather surprised to see a 
Common Snipe about a half mile 
north of Burwell, January 22. The 
single bird was standing in running 
water in the big irrigation ditch just 
north of the Loup River. The temp¬ 
erature the night before was about 
-10°F. and at the time of observation 
it was only about 10°F.” 

—Marvin Schwilling, Burwell 
“We have another nesting report— 
discovered only in October. Two pairs 
of Cardinals nested this summer 
(1958) just south of Henry, Nebr.” 
— Mrs. Jack Brashear, Scottsbluff 
“December 10 (1958) I noticed 

quite a chirping of birds and coming 
in from across the river (Snake 
River) was a great flock of Cedar 
Waxwings—three or four hundred, 
I’m certain.”— Mrs. Donald Held, 
Elsmere 

“Ella Nielsen saw a big flock of 
Evening Grosbeaks (in Cody Park 
in North Platte, Jan. 1959). We 
watched a flock of Eastern Blue¬ 
birds. So pretty and bright and gay. 
Townsend’s Solitaires are still about 
in the Park. I haven’t heard such 
extensive singing as a couple of 
weeks ago, but they usually announce 
their presence with a few warbles or 
call notes. 

“Ella should write you about this 
one, but—Dec. 8 she heard a racket 
in her back yard and looked out to 
see a Flicker and a Mockingbird 
fighting. She said the fight lasted a 
long time. The Flicker won out and 
the Mockingbird finally left. She 
hasn’t seen it since.”— Mrs. Gail 
Shickley, North Platte 

“I made up a little more than 
seven five-pound sacks of yellow 


cornmeal into cornbread for the birds 
this summer. I think there were 
young Robins, Brown Thrashers and 
Catbirds that never tasted anything 
but cornbread until after they were 
on their own. Even the orioles fed 
it to their young but not such a 
steady diet. 

“We have four Martin houses. One 
house has 34 compartments, one has 
30, another has 44, and one has 28. 
We got our first house in 1923—and 
it is still in use, but we have had 
some repair bills on it. We have a 
struggle with House Sparrows and 
Starlings. The House Sparrows will 
drag the little Martins out by the 
fuzz on their heads. 

“We have done everything we 
knew how to attract birds. We have 
put out oodles of evergreen trees 
and shrubs. I have six bird baths, 
two we heat in the winter. We have 
several feeders and four suet logs. 
It is surprising how much suet they 
eat in a year. We have one table on 
which we put nothing but egg-shells. 
You would surely be surprised at the 
amount of egg shells the Martins 
eat, and they take them to their 
young. It is wonderful to see them 
at the table. It seems to be a visit¬ 
ing center. Sometimes there is a ring 
of them around the table. 

“I put out hens’ eggs for the Red¬ 
headed Woodpecker. 

“Pheasants and little animals were 
coming to the lily pool for water, 
so we decided to build one in the 
ground for rabbits and other little 
thirsty fellows. I think it is about 
15 feet long. And that is the favorite 
of all the birds. 

“I have a Mockingbird that seems 
to have a chip on each shoulder. I 
never saw such a bully. Sometimes 
there would be ten or more Robins 
at the feeding table and he would 
swoop down and never stop until 
he had the last one off the place. 
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I haven’t seen him chase a Flicker 
yet. He eats cornbread, too, and he 
likes walnuts. The Chickadees are 
lucky if they get in to get any. The 
Mockingbird came last fall and stayed 
all winter. This is the first one I 
have seen here in the 59 years we 
have lived here. 

“I had a Black-throated Blue War¬ 
bler at my bath this fall. We had 
eight or ten Chimney Swifts roost¬ 
ing in our chimney this summer.” 
— Mrs. Nellie E. Campbell , Geneva 
(letter dated November 11, 1958) 

“This morning (July 30, 1958) I 
heard the sweet, plaintive whistle 
of the Wood Pewee and so have 
added another bird to my checklist 
for Hamilton County. 

“On July 5 while Mr. Swanson 
and I were fishing we came upon 
a Piping Plover. July 11 we returned 
to the same sandpit and saw two 
adults. We could find no young but 
from the actions of the adults I 
could surmise that they could have 
been nearby in the grass. July 13 
we stopped again at this sandpit 
which is near the Platte River. We 
did not see the Plovers, but could 
hear them calling on the river to 
the west a short distance away. The 
Piping Plover is new on my Hamilton 
County list. 

“A sizeable colony of Least Terns 
are again nesting on the banks of 
one of our sandpits.”— Mrs. Kermit 
Sivanson, Aurora 

“We found several Mockingbirds 
(July 30, 1958), a bird we have 


rarely seen here for the last 10 years. 
Another rather unusal one for our 
list is the Upland Plover.” 

—Mary Sturmer, Beatrice 
“This is a Dickcissel year! There 
is a greater intensity of them than 
ever before. There are many below 
Enders Dam where they sing in peace 
(no mowers) and where there is a 
large area of yellow sweet clover. 
I found one nest with eggs—two 
Cowbird and one Dickcissel.” 

— Mrs. Iola Pennington, Wauneta 
“Have had warblers (Pileolated) 
and female Redstarts this fall. Saw 
a female Broad-tailed Hummingbird 
about August 14 and Lesser Yellow- 
legs August 15.” 

— Mrs. Jack Brashear, Scottsbluff 
“Here is a new record for me. I 
saw an American Egret on the 
Missouri River September 7, 1958. 
It worked on the sand bars near us 
all afternoon. I have hunted on the 
Missouri for the past 50 years and 
have never seen one before. The same 
day I saw about 400 White Pelicans.” 

—Roy Wilcox, Omaha 
“A Common Loon female in winter 
plumage was shot near Blair No¬ 
vember 16, 1958. It was mistaken 
for a goose. An adult Bald Eagle 
with white head and tail was found 
along the Missouri River near Falls 
City about October 4, 1958. It was 
still alive. Someone shot it and both 
wings were broken. I identified it 
from a photograph.”— Ralph Velich, 
Omaha 
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Thirty-Fifth Annual Cooperative Spring 
Migration And Occurrence Report 


For this 1959 report, 20 counties 
and approximately 90 persons parti¬ 
cipated to produce a list of 265 
species. As in 1958, changes in names 
and order follow the Check-list of 
Nebraska Birds (1958) which fol¬ 
lows the A.O.U. Check-list (1957). 
Many students believe that the last 
date a bird is observed is also im¬ 
portant. Consequently, giving the 
last date (to June 30) has been 
suggested and Douglas County has 
reported in this way. When a single 
date is given, the bird was seen only 
on that date. It is hoped that others 
will follow this procedure. Further, 
it is hoped that some will keep a 
fall listing including the time from 
July 1 to December 31. Thus, observa¬ 
tions for the whole year will be avail¬ 
able (January 1 to June 30; July 1 
to December 31). 

Counties, number of species re¬ 
ported, cities, and names of those 
who participated with the first named 
being the “reporter” and their com¬ 
ments are as follows: 

1. Adams (135) Hastings—Mar¬ 
garet E. Jones, Marie Damerell, and 
Mrs. A. E. Olson. 

2. Antelope (71) Mrs. George Sea- 
bury. “The Brown Thrasher was 
seen as listed, January 26, and it 
stayed the rest of the winter at the 
Lloyd Seabury home, singing and 
at the feeder.” 

3. Boone (74) Albion—Don Walt¬ 
ers. “—Prothonotary Warbler . . . 
identification was absolutely positive. 
I watched two of them for about a 
half hour through binoculars at a 
distance of 25-50 feet with my Peter¬ 
son Guide open right beside me. One 
of them was obviously gathering 
material for a nest by stripping 
fibrous material from a dried sun¬ 
flower stalk. I saw it last year within 


this same area. It is mostly second 
growth boxelder scrub along a little 
used road within 100 feet of Beaver 
Creek.” 

4. Box Butte (107) Alliance— 
John and Ann Mathisen. John and 
Ann get many of their observations 
in Sheridan County, especially in the 
vicinity of Smith Lake. Though they 
list them separately, all the observa¬ 
tions are being recorded under Box 
Butte County. They saw the Long¬ 
eared Owl (Apr. 25) and Short-eared 
Owl (Apr. 23) in Box Butte County 
but I saw them earlier (Feb. 16) in 
Sheridan County. Also, I saw the 
Long-billed Marsh Wren and the 
freshly built nest in Sheridan, and 
these records have been added to 
theirs.—Ed. 

Ann reports further: “On May 24, 
1959, in the Alliance City Park, a 
Worm-eating Warbler was noted. 
Two excellent views were obtained 
making an absolute identification 
possible. The head striping plus its 
over-all brown coloration make this 
warbler very distinctive. The bird 
was near the base of a deciduous 
shrub along the drainage ditch.” 

“On May 20, 1959, in Sheridan 
County a pair of Red-bellied Wood¬ 
peckers were observed by John along 
the wooded Niobrara River south of 
Gordon. The birds were observed 
copulating so were probably nesting 
in the area.” 

5. Burt (85) Lyons—Elton E. 
Stone, Henrietta Stone, Kenneth 
Miller, Alvin Swanson, Gwen Newill, 
Sharron Knox, Muriel Bring, Patty 
Helgesen, Johnny Nelsen, Eddie Lop- 
pnow, Marguerite Loppnow, Evelyn 
Nelsen, and Mildred Helgesen. 

6. Cass (98) Plattsmouth—Lorene 
Heineman. “Mr. Edwards, manager 
at the refuge, informed me on all 
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Editorial 

Having just completed compiling 
the 1959 Migration and Occurrence 
Reports I feel moved to send verbal 
orchids to those who have diligently 
labored over their records to make 
as sure as anyone can be that no 
errors are made. The appreciation 
of all of us must be extended to 
those who have screened the reports 
of their areas, removing some doubt¬ 
ful records. When others reach this 
office, more screening is done. And 
yet, without doubt, there are errors. 

One who has carefully studied bird 
records for many years literally 
cringes when he sees dates for birds 
too early (Chipping Sparrow, and 
some flycatchers), or too late (Tree 
Sparrow) ; or when he knows some¬ 
thing of the range of the bird, he 
can’t accept records too far east 
(Bullock’s Orioles) or too far west 
(Worm-eating Warblers). A printed 
error, even with corrections, is printed 
forever. But we cannot accept a 
static condition for birds—either in 
time or space. 

Bird study, in its broadest sense, 
is a hobby to be encouraged for the 
ever increasing leisure hours. In its 
narrowest sense, it is an (almost) 


exact science. Between the two ex¬ 
tremes we must attain the greatest 
possible accuracy along with a great 
amount of pleasure remembering al¬ 
ways that as changes come in environ¬ 
ment and heredity, so changes will 
come in bird populations. 

Questions: Are we confusing the 
Indigo Bunting and Blue Grosbeak? 
Blue Grosbeaks usually come much 
later. Are we separating the North¬ 
ern and Loggerhead Shrikes? The 
Northern is the winter bird usually. 
Are we successfully separating East¬ 
ern and Western Meadowlarks— 
especially in winter? Are we calling 
Ring-necked Ducks Scaups? Are we 
seeing Pigeon Hawks but calling 
them all Sparrow Hawks? Are we 
confusing Bohemian and Cedar Wax- 
wings? Are we taking good looks at 
the Blackbirds (other than Redwings 
and Yellow-headed Blackbirds) ? Are 
we getting the earliest dates (as 
Goldfinches are here in the winter) ? 
Are we missing some of the spar¬ 
rows? Warblers? Shorebirds? 

Let’s make the 1960 Migration and 
Occurrence Reports the best ever, 
and work just a little harder to keep 
accurate records—spring, fall and 
nesting.—DG 


geese and some ducks. By March 27 
there were thousands of Snows and 
Blues on the refuge. Meadowlarks 
were seen January 1 and February 
11 but were not singing. This is the 
first time I ever saw Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds in Cass County.” 

7. Dawes (118) Chadron—Doris 
Gates and DPn Wirt. 

8. Douglas (167) Omaha—Mary L. 
Perkins, Rushton G. Cortelyou, L. 0. 
Horsky, Carl H. Swanson, L. Dokulil, 
Mildred K. Smith, Margaret Cortel¬ 
you, Alice Rushton. 


9. Gage (98) Beatrice—Vera And¬ 
erson, Mrs. Marie Baier, Mrs. Jennie 
Bruce, Mrs. Mildred Luebben, Mrs. 
Roxana Peckman, Mrs. Esther Smith, 
Mary Sturmer, Nellie Watson. 

10. Hall (128) Grand Island—Mrs. 
George Houser, Verneil Griffin and 
Marguerite Rosswick. Liven Peter¬ 
son’s records are also included for 
Hall County. The earlier date was 
used when both reported the same 
bird. Mrs. Houser writes: “On May 
5 I was standing among some trees 
in Stolleys Park just south of Grand 
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Island when a very dark bird flew 
by and landed on a tree trunk. 
Through my glasses I saw the long 
white wing patch. There were white 
lines on the black head and a smid¬ 
geon of red under the chin. The 
black of the head extended down on 
the breast and when the bird shifted 
position, I saw the distinct yellow 
of the under parts. A Natalie’s Sap- 
sucker!!” (Now called the William¬ 
son’s Sapsucker.) 

11. Harlan (63) Stamford—Mabel 
Aggson, Mrs. Allie Dankers, Mrs. 
Allie Weare, and Mrs. Nita Lenne- 
man. 

12. Keya Paha (77) Springview— 
Mrs. E. C. Logan. 

13. Lancaster (162) Lincoln— 
Henry E. Baumgarten, Harold and 
Gladys Whitmus. 

14. Lincoln (147) North Platte— 
Mrs. Glenn Viehmeyer, Glenn Vieh¬ 
meyer, Gail Shickley, Margaret Mor¬ 
ton, Bill Rhodes, Bill Huntley, and 
Carol Somerhalder. Gail writes:” . . . 
although I had plenty of time to 
observe it (Phildalphia Vireo) close¬ 
ly and check the markings with the 
book, I hesitated because I could find 
no record of it having been identified 
as far west as Lincoln County.” 
Glenn Viehmeyer saw six Mourning 
Doves in western Dawson County on 
January 24. 

15. Logan (138) Stapleton—Earl 
W. Glandon, Rose Glandon, August 
Delfs, Joe Long, Clarence Lanka, 
Vance Merritt, Merle Moore. 

16. Nemaha (107) Peru and Brown- 
ville—L. M. Gates, Mattie Gates, Mrs. 
Ruth Wensien, Mrs. Ruth Brown, 
Carroll Lewis. 

17. Platte (146) Columbus—Mrs. 
Kate Armstrong. “I saw the Bay¬ 
breasted Warblers and the Black- 
throated Green Warbler at the Coun¬ 
try Club. The trees were full of 
warblers that day. A few days later, 
a friend brought me a beautiful 


warbler which had killed itself when 
it flew against her big picture win¬ 
dow. It was a male Cape May War¬ 
bler, very easy to identify. I saw 
some Lark Buntings north of here 
last fall, but of course they are not 
on my list.” 

18. Scotts Bluff (135) Scottsbluff 
—Mrs. Roy J. Witschy, Lydia Bolz, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Brashear, Mr. 
and Mrs. George Lemley, Mrs. John 
Robb, Mrs. Harold Runyon, Mary 
Ann Wake, Roy Witschy, and Mr. 
and Mrs. S. R. Young. 

19. Thayer (122) Alexandria—W. 
J. Chase, Wallace Newell, Claude 
Wiegers. A Chukar Partridge was 
seen two miles west from Fairbury 
on March 30. 

20. Webster (113) Bladen—Harold 
Turner. 

LOONS 

COMMON LOON, Lancaster (Apr. 
25) „ 

GREBES 

HORNED GREBE, Lincoln (May 3). 
EARED GREBE, Adams (Apr. 29), 
Bluff Butte (Apr. 18), Lancaster 
(Apr. 25), Lincoln (May 10), Scotts 
Bluff (May 10), Thayer (Apr. 15). 
WESTERN GREBE, Lincoln (May 
3). PIED-BILLED GREBE, Adams 
(Mar. 29), Boone (June 7), Box 
Butte (May 24), Cass (Apr. 12), 
Douglas (Mar. 28-May 31),* Lan¬ 
caster (Mar. 21), Lincoln (Mar. 26), 
Logan (Mar. 19), Platte (Apr. 25), 
Scotts Bluff (May 23), Thayer (Mar. 
22 ). 

PELICANS 

WHITE PELICAN, Lancaster (Apr. 
25), Logan (Apr. 20), Nemaha (June 
16), Platte (May 12). DOUBLE- 
CRESTED CORMORANT, Antelope 
(May 6), Box Butte (May 20), 
Douglas (Apr. 6-Apr. 25), Hall (May 


*The second date is the last date 
the bird was seen in that county. 
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16), Lincoln (May 5), Logan (May 
9), Nemaha (May 3), Platte (Apr. 
21), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 19). 

HERONS 

GREAT BLUE HERON, Boone (May 
14), Box Butte (May 11), Cass (Apr. 

5), Douglas (Mar. 21-June 27), Keya 
Paha (May 15), Lancaster (Apr. 
25), Lincoln (Feb. 8), Logan (Apr. 
5), Nemaha (Apr. 3), Platte (Apr. 
21), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 19), Webster 
(Apr. 13). GREEN HERON, Adams 
(May 3) Cass (June 10), Douglas 
(May 30-June 23), Gage (May 26), 
Hall (May 1), Lancaster (May 30), 
Lincoln (May 10), Platte (May 10), 
Thayer (June 30). LITTLE BLUE 
HERON, Platte (May 24). COMMON 
EGRET, Lancaster (May 9), Lincoln 
(May 13), Platte (May 3), Thayer 
(May 21). BLACK-CROWNED 
NIGHT HERON, Adams (Apr. 23), 
Douglas (Apr. 25), Lancaster (Apr. 
25), Lincoln (May 10), Platte (May 
12), Scotts Bluff (May 18), Webster 
(May 11). YELLOW-CROWNED 
NIGHT HERON, Nemaha (Apr. 29). 
AMERICAN BITTERN, Adams 
(Apr. 24), Box Butte (Apr. 27), 
Keya Paha (May 3), Lancaster (Apr. 
18), Lincoln (May 10), Logan (May 
3), Platte (May 12), Scotts Bluff 
(May 10), Thayer (May 31). 

SWANS, GEESE, and DUCKS 

CANADA GOOSE, Box Butte (Mar. 

21) , Burt (Apr. 11), Cass (Mar. 27), 
Douglas (Mar. 21-Apr. 11), Gage 
(Mar. 25), Hall (Mar. 12), Harlan 
(Mar. 10), Lancaster (Mar. 1), 
Logan (Mar. 15), Nemaha (Mar. 6), 
Platte (Mar. 9), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 

22) , Thayer (Mar. 20), Webster 
(Mar. 23). BRANT, Nemaha (Mar. 
18). WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE, 
Douglas (Mar. 21), Hall (Mar. 21), 
Lancaster (Mar. 22), Nemaha (Mar. 
28), Platte (Mar. 15), Webster (Feb. 


24). SNOW GOOSE, Box Butte 
(Mar. 19), Burt (Mar. 24), Cass 
(Mar. 23), Douglas (Mar. 9-Apr.ll), 
Gage (Mar. 15), Lancaster (Mai. 
22), Logan (Apr. 4), Nemaha (Mar. 

17) , Platte (Mar. 15), Thayer (Apr. 

3) . BLUE GOOSE, Burt (Mar. 24), 
Cass (Mar. 23), Douglas (Mar. 14- 
Apr. 11), Lancaster (Mar. 22), Ne¬ 
maha (Mar. 19), Platte (Mar. 15), 
Thayer (Mar. 21). MALLARD, 
Adams (Mar. 18), Antelope (Apr. 

6) , Boone (May 14), Box Butte 
(Feb. 8), Burt (May 1), Cass (Mar. 
19), Dawes (Mar. 29), Douglas (Jan. 
7-May 2), Gage (Apr. 10), Hall 
(Feb. 26), Lancaster (Feb. 22), Lin¬ 
coln (Jan. 3), Logan (Jan. 8), Ne¬ 
maha (Mar. 12), Platte (Mar. 18), 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 11), Thayer (Jan. 
1), Webster (Feb. 25). GAD WALL, 
Adams (Apr. 29), Antelope (May 

7) , Box Butte (Apr. 11), Dawes 
(Apr. 26), Douglas (Mar. 21-May 2), 
Lancaster (Mar. 19), Lincoln (May 
10), Logan (Mar. 21), Platte (Mar. 

18) , Scotts Bluff (May 10), Thayer 
(Apr. 15). PINTAIL, Adams (Mar. 

18) , Antelope (May 7), Box Butte 
(Mar. 21), Cass (Mar. 19), Dawes 
(Apr. 2), Douglas (Mar. 2-Apr. 18), 
Hall (Feb. 21), Lancaster (Mar. 1), 
Lincoln (Mar. 23), Logan (Mar. 7), 
Platte (Mar. 18), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 
22), Thayer (Mar. 9), Webster (Feb. 
22). GREEN-WINGED TEAL, 
Adams (Apr. 23), Box Butte (Apr. 

4) , Dawes (June 17), Douglas (Mar. 
21), Hall (Mar. 12), Lancaster (Mar. 

19) , Lincoln (Apr. 12), Logan (Mar. 
21), Platte (Mar. 18), Scotts Bluff 
(Apr. 4), Thayer (Mar. 22). BLUE¬ 
WINGED TEAL, Adams (Mar. 18), 
Antelope (Apr. 25), Boone (May 
14), Box Butte (Apr. 11), Cass 
(Apr. 12), Dawes (Apr. 26), Douglas 
(Mar. 28-May 12), Gage (Apr. 25), 
Hall (Mar. 16), Keya Paha (May 
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7) , Lancaster (Mar. 22), Lincoln 
(Apr. 29), Logan (Apr. 11), Nemaha 
(Apr. 22), Platte (Mar. 24), Scotts 
Bluff (Apr. 26), Thayer (Mar. 22)„ 
AMERICAN WIDGEON (Baldpate), 
Adams (Mar. 18), Box Butte (Mar. 
21), Cass (Apr. 8), Dawes (Apr. 26), 
Douglas (Mar. 21-Apr. 25), Hall 
(Feb. 21), Lancaster (Mar. 12), 
Lincoln (Apr. 29), Logan (Mar. 21), 
Platte (Mar. 18), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 
12), Thayer (Mar. 8). SHOVELLER, 
Adams (Mar. 18), Antelope (Apr. 
15), Box Butte (Apr. 4), Cass (Apr. 
12), Dawes (Apr. 17), Douglas 
(Mar. 21-May 2), Hall (Mar. 19), 
Harlan (May 1), Lancaster (Mar. 
19), Lincoln (Mar. 29), Logan (Mar. 
29), Nemaha (Apr. 29), Platte (Mar. 

18), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 4), Thayer 
(Mar. 17). WOOD DUCK, Burt (May 
27), Douglas (Apr. 6-June 6). RED¬ 
HEAD, Adams (Mar. 18), Box Butte 
(Apr. 4), Dawes (Apr. 17), Douglas 
(Mar. 14-Apr. 6), Hall (Mar. 19), 
Lancaster (Mar. 12), Lincoln (Mar. 

17) , Logan (Mar. 29), Platte (Mar. 

24), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 22), Thayer 
(Mar. 8). RING-NECKED DUCK, 
Adams (Mar. 29), Douglas (Mar. 
14-Apr. 25), Lancaster (Mar. 12), 
Lincoln (Mar. 29), Logan (Mar. 29), 
Platte (Apr. 21), Thayer (Mar. 22). 
CANVASBACK, Adams (Mar. 18), 
Box Butte (Mar. 21), Dawes (Apr. 
2), Douglas (Mar. 14-May 2), Lan¬ 
caster (Mar. 12), Lincoln (Jan. 3), 
Logan (Mar. 21), Platte (Mar. 18), 
Scotts Bluff (Apr. 4), Thayer (Mar. 

8) . LESSER SCAUP, Adams (Mar. 

18) , Box Butte (May 5), Cass (Mar. 

19) , Dawes (Apr. 26), Douglas (Mar. 
14-Apr. 25), Gage (Apr. 5), Hall 
(Mar. 19), Harlan (May 18), Lan¬ 
caster (Mar. 19), Lincoln (Mar. 18), 
Logan (Mar. 21), Platte (Mar. 24), 
Scotts Bluff (Mar. 22), Thayer 
(Mar. 8), Webster (Mar. 27). COM¬ 
MON GOLDENEYE, Box Butte 
(Mar. 21), Douglas (Mar. 2), Lin¬ 


coln (Jan. 3), Thayer (Mar. 22). 
BUFFLEHEAD, Douglas (Mar. 21- 
Mar. 28), Lancaster (Mar. 12), Lin¬ 
coln (Mar. 29), Logan (Mar. 24), 
Platte (Mar. 18), Thayer (Apr. 14). 
RUDDY DUCK, Box Butte (Apr. 

25) , Douglas (Mar. 28-May 2), 
Hall (Apr. 5), Lancaster (Mar. 28), 
Lincoln (Apr. 12), Logan (May 17), 
Platte (Apr. 25), Scotts Bluff (May 

10) , Thayer (Mar. 17). HOODED 

MERGANSER, Douglas (Mar. 14- 
Mar. 21), Gage (Apr. 5). COMMON 
MERGANSER, Box Butte (Mar. 21), 
Cass (Feb. 12), Dawes (Apr. 17), 
Douglas (Feb. 14-Apr. 11), Hall 

(Feb. 26), Lancaster (Mar. 22), 
Lincoln (Jan. 11), Logan (Mar. 21), 
Platte (Mar. 18), Scotts Bluff (Feb. 
1), Thayer (Mar. 17). 

HAWKS 

TURKEY VULTURE, Cass (May 

24) , Dawes (Jan. 9), Douglas (Apr. 
9-June 20), Harlan (May 4), Keya 
Paha (Mar. 31), Lincoln (May 27), 
Nemaha (Mar. 30), Scotts Bluff 
(May 7), Webster (May 20). GOS¬ 
HAWK, Nemaha (Feb. 22). SHARP- 
SHINNED HAWK, Gage (Jan. 10), 
Lancaster (Mar. 22), Logan (Apr. 
21), Webster (Feb. 27). COOPER’S 
HAWK, Box Butte (May 5), Dawes 
(May 10), Douglas (Feb. 28-May 11), 
Hall (Mar. 12), Harlan (Apr. 7), 
Lancaster (May 3), Lincoln (Apr. 
12), Thayer (Jan. 1), Webster (Feb. 
20). RED-TAILED HAWK, Adams 
(Mar. 9), Boone (Feb.), Burt (June 

20), Cass (Jan. 25), Dawes (Feb. 

11) , Douglas (Jan. 11-June 21), Hall 
(Apr. 6), Harlan (May 18), Keya 
Paha (Feb. 17), Lancaster (Jan. 
1), Lincoln (Mar. 29), Logan (Apr. 

26) , Nemaha (Jan. 12), Platte (Apr. 

25) , Scotts Bluff (Mar. 22), Thayer 
(Jan. 1), Webster (Jan. 27). RED¬ 
SHOULDERED HAWK, Douglas 
(Jan. 17-June 13), Lancaster (Apr. 

9). BROAD-WINGED HAWK, Cass 
(Apr. 30), Dbuglas (Apr. 25-June 
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20). SWAINSON’S HAWK, Adams 
(Mar. 23), Box Butte (Apr. 24), 
Lancaster (Apr. 9), Lincoln (May 
22), Logan (Apr. 26), Thayer (Mar. 

9) , Webster (Apr. 15). ROUGH-LEG¬ 
GED HAWK, Adams (Mar. 24), Boone 
(Jan. 11), Box Butte (Jan. 3), Gage 
(Jan. 10), Hall (Apr. 23), Keya 
Paha (Feb. 9), Lancaster (Jan. 1), 
Lincoln (Jan. 11), Logan (Jan. 1), 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 4), Thayer (Jan. 

17). FERRUGINOUS HAWK, Box 
Butte (May 19), Thayer (Jan. 13), 
Webster (Jan. 14). GOLDEN 
EAGLE, Adams (May 18), Box Butte 
(Jan. 3), Dawes (June 21), Lincoln 
(Mar. 10), Logan (Mar. 21), Scotts 
Bluff (Jan. 1), Webster (Mar. 17). 
BALD EAGLE, Douglas (Feb. 7-Mar. 

19) , Lincoln (Jan. 10), Webster (Jan. 

17) . MARSH HAWK, Adams (Mar. 

18) , Boone (June 14), Box Butte 
(Jan. 3), Burt (Jan. 1), Cass (Mar. 

20) , Dawes (Mar. 12), Douglas (Mar. 
14-Apr. 21), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall 
(Jan.), Lancaster (Feb. 15), Lincoln 
(Jan. 11), Logan (Jan. 1), Nemaha 
(Jan. 10), Platte (Mar. 15), Scotts 
Bluff (Mar. 15), Thayer (Jan. 4), 
Webster (Jan. 4). OSPREY, Douglas 
(Apr. 25). PRAIRIE FALCON, 
Dawes (May 14), Thayer (Mar. 31), 
Webster (Jan. 11). PEREGRINE 
FALCON, Box Butte (Jan. 6), Dawes 
(Mar. 22), Platte (May 3). PIGEON 
HAWK, Dawes (Mar. 4), Hall (Apr. 
3), Keya Paha (May 5), Lincoln 
(Jan. 11), Logan (Jan. 1), Scotts 
Bluff (May 23), Webster (Apr. 4). 
SPARROW HAWK, Adams (Mar. 
1), Antelope (Feb. 4), Boone (May 
31), Box Butte (Mar. 4), Burt (Jan. 

I) , Cass (Jan. 26), Dawes (Jan. 19), 
Douglas (Jan. 10-June 28), Gage 
(Jan. 1), Hall (Mar. 12), Harlan 
(Mar. 21), Keya Paha (Apr. 22), 
Lancaster (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 

II) , Logan (Jan. 1), Nemaha (Jan. 

10) , Platte (Mar. 8), Scotts Bluff 
(Jan. 12), Thayer (Jan. 6), Webster 


(Jan. 9). 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS 
GREATER PRAIRIE CHICKEN, 
Antelope (Jan. 2), Lincoln (Mar. 
15), Logan (Jan. 14), Webster (Feb. 

19). SHARP-TAILED GROUSE, Box 
Butte (Jan. 3), Dawes (Feb. 7), 
Keya Paha (Mar. 23), Lincoln (Jan. 

11), Logan (Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff 
(May 10). BOBWHITE, Adams 
(Mar. 18), Boone (May 31), Burt 
(Jan. 3), Cass (May 1), Douglas 
(Jan. 7-June 28), Gage (Jan. 1), 
Hall (Jan. ), Harlan (Mar. 9), Keya 
Paha (June 2), Lancaster (Apr. 25), 
Lincoln (Jan. 3), Logan (Jan. 16), 
Nemaha (Mar. 24), Platte (Apr. 21), 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 
1), Webster (Jan. 1). RING-NECK¬ 
ED PHEASANT, Adams (Jan. 1), 
Boone (Jan. 4), Box Butte (Jan. 3), 
Burt (Jan. 3), Cass (Jan. 18), 
Dawes (Jan. 4), Douglas (Feb. 18- 
May 23), Gage (Jan. 10), Hall (Jan. 
14), Harlan (Jan. 5), Keya Paha 
(Mar. 29), Lancaster (Feb. 22), Lin¬ 
coln (Jan. 3), Logan (Jan. 1), Ne¬ 
maha (Mar. 23), Platte (Jan. 10), 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 
1), Webster (Jan. 1). 

CRANES and RAILS 
SANDHILL CRANE, Adams (Mar. 
18), Dawes (Mar. 19) Hall (Feb. 

26) , Harlan (Mar. 23), Lincoln (Feb. 

14) , Logan (Feb. 27), Webster (Mar. 

I) . SORA, Box Butte (May 20), 
Douglas (May 2), Lincoln (May 10), 
Platte (May 10), Scotts Bluff (May 

15) . COMMON GALLINULE, Doug¬ 
las (June 2-June 23). AMERICAN 
COOT, Adams (Apr. 18), Boone 
(May 31), Box Butte (Mar. 21), 
Burt (May 1), Cass (Apr. 5), Dawes 
(May 18), Douglas (Mar. 21-June 

27) , Gage (Apr. 5), Hall (Apr. 6), 
Harlan (May 12), Lancaster (Mar. 
22), Lincoln (May 10), Logan (Apr. 

II) , Nemaha (Apr. 30), Platte (Apr. 
26), Scotts Bluff (May 3), Thayer 
(Mar. 31). 
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SHORE BIRDS 

SEMIPALMATED PLOVER, Adams 
(Apr. 25), Lancaster (Apr. 22), 
Platte (Apr. 25). PIPING PLOVER, 
Hall (Apr. 14). KILLDEER, Adams 
(Mar. 9), Boone (May 17), Box 
Butte (Mar. 23), Burt (May 6), 
Cass (Apr. 30), Dawes (Mar. 19), 
Douglas (Mar. 19-June 28), Gage 
(Mar. 22), Hall (Mar. 13), Harlan 
(Mar. 22), Keya Paha (Mar. 19), 
Lancaster (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Mar. 8), 
Logan (Mar. 19), Nemaha (June 11), 
Platte (Mar. 22), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 
22), Thayer (Mar. 19), Webster 
(Mar. 4). BLACK-BELLIED PLOV¬ 
ER, Adams (Apr. 26), Platte (May 
17). COMMON SNIPE, Adams (Apr. 
24), Box Butte (Apr. 30), Gage 
(Apr. 12), Hall (Apr. 23), Lan¬ 
caster (Jan. 1), Logan (Jan.l), Scotts 
Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 1). 
LONG-BILLED CURLEW, Box Butte 
(Apr. 2), Dawes (May 18), Lincoln 
(Apr. 7), Logan (Apr. 22), Scotts 
Bluff (May 10). WHIMBREL (Hud- 
sonian Curlew), Lincoln (Apr. 12). 
UPLAND PLOVER, Box Butte (May 
5), Hall (Apr. 28), Keya Paha (June 
12), Lincoln (May 3), Logan (May 
17), Platte (Apr. 25), Scotts Bluff 
(May 13), Thayer (May 3), Webster 
(Apr. 25). SPOTTED SANDPIPER, 
Boone (May 31), Cass (June 7), 
Dawes (May 18), Douglas (May 11- 
May 26), Hall (May 12), Lancaster 
(May 2), Lincoln (Apr. 29), Logan 
(May 9), Platte (May 1), Scotts 
Bluff (May 3), Thayer (May 3). 
SOLITARY SANDPIPER, Box Butte 
(May 5), Gage (Apr. 5), Lancaster 
(Apr. 25), Lincoln (Apr. 26), Platte 
(May 2). WILLET, Adams (Apr. 
24), Box Butte (Apr. 25), Hall (May 
15), Lancaster (May 2), Lincoln 
(Apr. 24), Logan (May 17), Platte 
(May 17), Scotts Bluff (May 3). 
GREATER YELLOWLEGS, Adams 
(Apr. 23), Gage (Apr. 5), Hall 


(Apr. 21), Lancaster (Apr. 9), Lin¬ 
coln (Apr. 1), Logan (Apr. 11), 
Platte (Apr. 25), Thayer (May 13), 
Webster (May 14). LESSER YEL¬ 
LOWLEGS, Adams (Apr. 23), Box 
Butte (May 11), Cass (Apr. 12), 
Douglas (Apr. 25-May 10), Gage 
(Apr. 5), Hall (Apr. 4), Lancaster 
(Mar. 28), Lincoln (May 10), Logan 
(Apr. 26), Nemaha (Apr. 30), Platte 
(May 1), Scotts Bluff (May 10), 
Thayer (Apr. 26). PECTORAL 
SANDPIPER, Adams (Apr. 24), 
Lancaster (Apr. 18), Platte (May 
2). WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER, 
Lancaster (Apr. 25), Lincoln (May 
10), Platte (May 1). BAIRD’S 
SANDPIPER, Box Butte (Apr. 11), 
Cass (Apr. 30), Lancaster (Apr. 25), 
Lincoln (May 10), Logan (May 17), 
Webster (May 10). LEAST SAND¬ 
PIPER, Adams (Apr. 24), Cass 
(Apr, 30), Gage (Apr. 5), Lancaster 
(May 9), Lincoln (May 10), Platte 
(Apr. 25). DUNLIN (Red-backed 
Sandpiper), Lancaster (Apr. 25). 
LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER, 
Adams, (Apr. 24), Lancaster (May 
9), Lincoln (Apr. 26), Platte (Apr. 
25). STILT SANDPIPER, Box Butte 
(May 24), Lancaster (May 9), 
SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER, 
Lancaster (Apr. 25), Platte (Apr. 
25). MARBLED GODWIT, Lan¬ 
caster (May 9), Platte (Apr. 25), 
Scotts Bluff (May 3). AVOCET, 
Adams (Apr. 28), Boone (May 14), 
Box Butte (Apr. 11), Lincoln (Apr. 
29), Platte (Apr. 25), Scotts Bluff 
(May 3). WILSON’S PHALAROPE, 
Box Butte (Apr. 25), Burt (May 
22), Dawes (May 18), Lancaster 
(Apr. 25), Lincoln (May 3), Logan 
(May 17), Platte (Apr. 26), Scotts 
Bluff (May 2), Thayer (Apr. 29). 
HERRING GULL, Douglas (Mar. 
2). RING-BILLED GULL, Adams 
(Apr. 26), Box Butte (Apr. 25), 
Dawes (May 18), Douglas (Mar. 14- 
Apr. 12), Lancaster (Mar. 19), Lin- 
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coin (Jan. 3), Platte (Mar. 18), 
Scotts Bluff (Mar. 22), Thayer (Apr. 

14) . FRANKLIN’S GULL, Adams 
(Apr. 23), Box Butte (Apr. 30), 
Burt (Apr. 20), Cass (Mar. 21), 
Douglas (Mar. 19), Gage (Apr. 23), 
Hall (Apr. 23), Lancaster (Apr. 

23) , Lincoln (Apr. 21), Logan (Apr. 

15) , Platte (Apr. 25), Scotts Bluff 
(Apr. 30), Thayer (Mar. 31), Web¬ 
ster (Mar. 29). FORSTER’S TERN, 
Douglas (Apr. 20-May 26). COM¬ 
MON TERN, Adams (May 22), 
Douglas (May 23), Lincoln (May 
10), Platte (May 18), Thayer (May 

24) . LEAST TERN, Cass (May 24), 
Hall (May 31), Platte (May 17), 
Thayer (May 24). BLACK TERN, 
Adams (May 18), Antelope (May 
20), Boone (May 30), Box Butte 
(May 20), Burt (May 25), Hall 
(May 31), Lancaster (May 7), Lin¬ 
coln (May 10), Logan (May 16), 
Platte (May 16), Scotts Bluff (May 
23), Thayer (May 19), Webster 
(June 30). 

DOVES 

MOURNING DOVE, Adams (Mar. 

2) , Antelope (Apr. 1), Boone (Feb. 

4) , Box Butte (Apr. 3), Burt (Feb. 
27), Cass (Jan. 31), Dawes (Mar. 
29), Douglas (Feb. 26-June 30), 
Gage (Mar. 20), Hall (Mar. 1), 
Harlan (Mar. 18), Keya Paha (Mar. 
29), Lancaster (Jan. 5), Lincoln 
(Mar. 25), Logan (Mar. 27), Ne¬ 
maha (Jan. 1), Platte (Mar. 26), 
Scotts Bluff (Mar. 9), Thayer (Mar. 
1), Webster (Mar. 17). 

CUCKOOS 

YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO, Adams 
(May 26), Antelope (June 4), Burt 
(May 20), Cass (June 12), Douglas 
(May 20-June 28), Gage (June 10), 
Hall (May 18), Harlan (May 26), 
Lancaster (May 3), Lincoln (June 

5) , Logan (May 17), Nemaha (June 

3) , Platte (June 18), Scotts Bluff 
(May 12), Thayer (May 19), Web¬ 
ster (May 26). BLACK-BILLED 


CUCKOO, Antelope (May 26), Boone 
(May 30), Dawes (May 21), Douglas 
(May 24-June 6), Gage (June 10), 
Hall (May 25), Lancaster (May 15), 
Lincoln (July 4), Platte (June 8), 
Scotts Bluff (June 5), Thayer (June 
13), Webster (May 28). 

OWLS 

BARN OWL, Burt (Apr. 15), Cass 
(Mar. 15), Logan (Mar. 11), Thayer 
(Apr. 15). SCREECH OWL, Adams 
(Mar. 15), Cass (Jan. 24), Douglas 
(Jan. 6), Gage (Apr. 5), Lancaster 
(Mar. 23), Logan (Jan. 12), Ne¬ 
maha (May 7), Platte (May 12), 
Scotts Bluff (Feb. 4). GREAT 
HORNED OWL, Adams (Mar. 23), 
Burt (Apr. 13), Cass (Mar. 23), 
Dawes (Jan. 6), Douglas (Mar. 29- 
Apr. 21), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Apr. 

23) , Lancaster (Feb. 22), Lincoln 
(Jan. 13), Logan (Jan. 1), Nemaha 
(Feb. 12), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), 
Thayer (Jan. 1), Webster (Jan. 1). 
BURROWING OWL, Adams (Apr. 

24) , Box Butte (May 5), Dawes 
(Apr. 23), Lincoln (Apr. 12), Logan 
(May 1), Platte (June 6), Scotts 
Bluff (Apr. 12), Webster (Apr. 6). 
BARRED OWL, Douglas (Jan. 7- 
June 20), Gage (June 1). LONG¬ 
EARED OWL, Box Butte (Feb. 16), 
Gage (Apr. 5), Lancaster (Jan. 1), 
Logan (Jan. 1), Webster (June 30). 
SHORT-EARED OWL, Box Butte 
(Feb. 16), Lincoln (Apr. 5), Webster 
(Mar. 1). 

GOATSUCKERS 

WHIP-POOR-WILL, Keya Paha 
(June 13), Nemaha (Apr. 16). 
POOR-WILL, Dawes (May 12), 
Webster (May 1). COMMON 
NIGHTHAWK, Adams (Mar. 26), 
Box Butte (June 4), Burt (May 31), 
Cass (May 25), Dawes (May 25), 
Douglas (May 9-June 30), Gage 
(May 1), Hall (June 4), Harlan 
(June 16), Keya Paha (Mar. 29), 
Lancaster (May 26), Logan (May 
23), Nemaha (May 27), Platte (May 
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26), Scotts Bluff (May 27), Thayer 
(May 24), Webster (May 16). 

SWIFTS and HUMMINGBIRDS 
CHIMNEY SWIFT, Adams (Mar. 
25), Antelope (May 7), Boone (May 
30), Burt (May 10), Cass (Apr. 24), 
Douglas (Apr. 24-June 30), Gage 
(Apr. 20), Harlan (May 4), Lan¬ 
caster (Apr. 25), Lincoln (May 2), 
Logan (May 18), Nemaha (May 2), 
Platte (May 10), Scotts Bluff (May 
15), Thayer (Apr. 28), Webster 
(May 15). WHITE-THROATED 
SWIFT, Dawes (June), Scotts Bluff 
(May 10). RUB Y-THROATED 
HUMMINGBIRD, Adams (May 12), 
Burt (May 5), Cass (May 8), Doug¬ 
las (May 10), Gage (Apr. 15), Ne¬ 
maha (May 5)-, Platte (May 18), 
Thayer (May 26). 

KINGFISHERS 

BELTED KINGFISHER, Adams 
(May 10), Antelope (Jan. 18), Boone 
(May 31), Box Butte (Apr. 25), 
Burt (Apr. 8), Cass (Apr. 2), Dawes 
(Mar. 5), Douglas (Mar. 21^June 
14), Gage (Apr. 26), Hall (May 1), 
Lancaster (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 
11), Logan (Mar. 19), Nemaha 
(Apr. 25), Platte (May 17), Scotts 
Bluff (Apr. 19), Thayer (Feb. 24). 
WOODPECKERS 

FLICKER, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope 
(Jan. 1), Boone (May 14), Box Butte 
(Jan. 18), Burt (Jan. 1), Cass (Jan. 

1), Dawes (Jan. 4), Douglas (Jan. 
1-June 28), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall 
(Jan. 1), Harlan (Jan. 10), Keya 
Paha (Apr. 5), Lancaster (Jan. 1), 
Lincoln (Jan. 3), Logan (Jan. 1), 
Nemaha (Jan. 1), Platte (Jan. 6), 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 2), Thayer (Jan. 

1) , Webster (Jan. 26). RED-BEL¬ 
LIED WOODPECKER, Adams (Apr. 
5), Box Butte (May 20), Burt (Jan. 

2) , Cass (Jan. 1), Douglas (Jan. 1- 
June 20), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall 
(Jan.), Keya Paha (May 16), Lan¬ 
caster (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 11), 
Nemaha (Jan. 3), Platte (Feb. 18), 


Thayer (Jan. 1), Webster (June 18). 
R E D-HEADED WOODPECKER, 
Adams (May 2), Antelope (May 7), 
Boone (May 14), Burt (Apr. 4), 
Cass (May 4), Dawes (May 15), 
Douglas (May 2-June 28), Gage 
(Feb. 10), Hall (May 3), Harlan 
(May 10), Keya Paha (May 16), 
Lancaster (Jan. 1), Lincoln (May 

3), Logan (May 16), Nemaha (June 
3), Platte (May 10), Scotts Bluff 
(May 23), Thayer (Apr. 28), Web¬ 
ster (May 2). LEWIS’ WOOD¬ 
PECKER, Dawes (June 22). 
YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER, 
Adams (Feb. 3), Lancaster (Jan. 5), 
Nemaha (Jan. 5), WILLIAMSON’S 
SAPSUCKER, Hall (May 5). HAIRY 
WOODPECKER, Adams (Jan. 1), 
Antelope (Jan. 1), Boone (Jan. 1), 
Box Butte (Apr. 30), Burt (Jan. 2), 
Cass (Jan. 1), Dawes (Jan. 4), 
Douglas (Jan. 1-June 20), Gage (Jan. 
1), Hall (Jan. 1), Harlan (Jan. 

15) , Lancaster (Jan. 1), Lincoln 
(Jan. 3), Logan (Jan. 1), Nemaha 
(Jan. 2), Platte (Jan. 1), Scotts 
Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 1), 
Webster (Jan. 1). DOWNY WOOD¬ 
PECKER, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope 
(Jan. 1), Boone (Jan. 1), Box Butte 
(Jan. 4), Burt (Jan. 2), Cass (Jan. 
1), Dawes (Jan. 2), Douglas (Jan. 
1-June 27), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall 
(Jan. 1), Harlan (Jan. 15), Keya 
Paha (Jan. 21), Lancaster (Jan. 1), 
Lincoln (Jan. 3), Logan (Jan. 1), 
Nemaha (Jan. 3), Platte (Feb. 3), 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 2), Thayer (Jan. 
1), Webster (Jan. 1). 

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS 
EASTERN KINGBIRD, Adams (May 
1), Antelope (May 10), Boone (Apr. 

16) , Box Butte (May 14), Burt 
(May 19), Cass (Apr. 30), Dawes 
(May 11), Douglas (May 2-June 28), 
Gage (Apr. 12), Hall (May 1), Har¬ 
lan (May 13), Keya Paha (June 5), 
Lancaster (May 2), Lincoln (May 
10), Logan (May 3), Nemaha (May 
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3), Platte (May 3), Scotts Bluff 
(May 1), Thayer (Mar. 24), Webster 
(May 6)WESTERN KINGBIRD, 
Adams (May 1), Antelope (May l) s 
Boone (Apr. 16), Box Butte (May 

5) , Burt (May 24), Cass (June 1), 
Dawes (May 10), Douglas (May 10- 
June 28), Gage (May 1), Hall (May 
2), Harlan (Apr. 26), Keya Paha 
(Apr. 23), Lancaster (May 3) s Lin¬ 
coln (May 1), Logan (May 9), Ne¬ 
maha (June 6), Platte (May 12), 
Scotts Bluff (May 10), Thayer (Mar. 
26), Webster (Apr. 29), SCISSOR- 
TAILED FLYCATCHER, Gage 
(June 10). GREAT CRESTED FLY¬ 
CATCHER, Adams (May 6), Ante¬ 
lope (June 3), Cass (May 6), Dawes 
(June 24), Douglas (May 2-June 

28) , Gage (May 8), Hall (May 13), 
Keya Paha (Apr. 30), Lancaster 
(May 3), Logan (June 13), Nemaha 
(May 13), Platte (May 10), Thayer 
(May 10), Webster (May 18). 
EASTERN PHOEBE, Adams (Apr. 
12), Antelope (May 26), Burt (May 

6) , Cass (Mar. 23), Dawes (Mar. 

29) , Douglas (Mar. 27-June 20), 
Gage (Apr. 6), Hall (Mar. 23), 
Harlan (Apr. 10), Lancaster (Apr. 
11), Logan (May 17), Nemaha (Apr. 
1), Platte (May 10), Thayer (Mar. 
31), Webster (Apr. 28). SAY’S 
PHOEBE, Adams (Apr. 24), Dawes 
(Apr. 5), Lincoln (Apr. 12), Logan 
(Apr. 16), Platte (May 5), Scotts 
Bluff (Apr. 5), Thayer (Mar. 23), 
Webster (Apr. 10). YELLOW- 
BELLIED FLYCATCHER, Antelope 
(May 18), Platte (May 17). 
ACADIAN FLYCATCHER, Ante¬ 
lope (May 24), Douglas (May 4). 
TRAILL’S FLYCATCHER, Ante¬ 
lope (May 23), Douglas (May 8), 
Hall (May 11), Logan (May 10), 
Webster (May 11). LEAST FLY¬ 
CATCHER, Adams (May 12), Ante¬ 
lope (May 29), Boone (May 14), 
Douglas (May 8), Hall (May 11), 
Harlan (May 18), Lancaster (May 


3) , Lincoln (May 10), Platte (May 
10), Scotts Bluff (May 5), Webster 
(May 12). EASTERN WOOD 
PEWEE, Antelope (May 18), Boone 
(May 14), Cass (June 22), Douglas 
(May 11-June 28), Gage (May 14), 
Lancaster (May 3), Lincoln (May 
24), Nemaha (June 3), Webster 
(May 19). WESTERN WOOD 
PEWEE, Dawes (May 21-June 30), 
Scotts Bluff (May 14). 

LARKS 

HORNED LARK, Adams (Jan. 1), 
Antelope (Jan. 1), Boone (Jan. 11), 
Box Butte (Jan. 3), Burt (Jan, 1), 
Dawes (Jan. 15), Douglas (Jan, 10- 
June 27), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Jan, 
14), Harlan (Feb. 20), Keya Paha 
(Jan. 24), Lancaster (Feb. 15), Lin¬ 
coln (Jan. 11), Logan (Jan, 1), Ne¬ 
maha (Apr. 3), Platte (Mar. 8), 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 

4) , Webster (Jan. 1), 

SWALLOWS 

VIOLET-GREEN SWALLO W, 
Dawes (May 11), Scotts Bluff (May 
23). TREE SWALLOW, Antelope 
(May 7), Burt (May 11), Douglas 
(Apr. 18-May 26), Gage (May 20), 
Platte (May 16). BANK SWALLOW, 
Adams (Apr, 28), Boone (Apr. 12), 
Cass (Apr. 30), Douglas (Apr. 26- 
May 20), Hall (May 1), Harlan 
(May 6), Lancaster (May 10), Lin¬ 
coln (May 5), Platte (June 10), 
Scotts Bluff (June 13), Thayer 
(Apr. 14), Webster (May 20). 
ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW, 
Adams (Apr. 28), Box Butte (May 

5) , Cass (May 8), Dawes (May 10), 
Douglas (Apr. 18-June 28), Hall 
(May 3), Keya Paha (May 5), Lan¬ 
caster (Apr. 25), Lincoln (Apr. 29), 
Logan (May 17), Nemaha (Apr. 28), 
Scotts Bluff (May 2), Webster (Apr. 
23). BARN SWALLOW, Adams 
(Apr. 24), Boone (May 14), Box 
Butte (May 2), Burt (Apr. 7), Cass 
(May 12), Dawes (May 1), Douglas 
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(Apr. 18-June 27), Gage (May -'5), 
Hall (Apr. 24), Harlan (Apr. 27), 
Keya Paha (Apr. 26), Lancaster 
(Apr. 23), Lincoln (Apr. 26), Logan 
(May 1), Nemaha (May 2), Platte 
(Apr. 25), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 27), 
Thayer (Apr. 28), Webster (Apr. 
26).' CLIFF SWALLOW, Box Butte 
(May 23), Cass (May 8), Douglas 
(Apr. 26-June 20), Gage (May 3), 
Hall (May 3), Keya Paha (June 28), 
Lancaster (Apr. 21), Lincoln (May 
5), Nemaha (May 2), Platte (May 
18), Scotts Bluff (May 3), Webster 
(May 10). PURPLE MARTIN, 

Adams (Apr. 6), Antelope (May 29), 
Boone (Apr. 2), Burt (Apr. 27), 

Cass (Mar. 10), Douglas (Mar. 28- 
June 20), Gage (Apr. 14), Hail 
(Apr. 5), Harlan (Apr. 26), Keya 
Paha (June 24), Lancaster (Apr. 
0), Lincoln (May 10), Logan (May 
11), Nemaha (May 1), Platte (Apr. 
8), Scotts Bluff (May 23), Thayer 
(Apr. 2). 

CORVIDS 

BLUF. JAY, Adams (Apr. 28), 
Boone (Jan. 1), Box Butte (Mar. 

10), Burt (Jan. 1), Cass (Jan. 1), 
Dawes (May 9), Douglas (Jan. 1- 
June 30), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Apr. 
30), Harlan (Jan. 1), Keya Paha 
(May 3), Lancaster (Jan. 1), 'Lin¬ 
coln (Jan. 3), Logan (May 2), Ne¬ 
maha (Jan. 3), Platte (May 1), 

Scotts Bluff (Jan. 2), Thayer (Jan. 
I), Webster (Apr. 22). BLACK- 
BILLED MAGPIE, Boone (Jan. 18) ; 
Box Butte (Jan. 3), Daw.es. (Jan. 4), 
Douglas (Feb. 28), Hall (Jan.), 
Harlan (Jan. 17), Keya Paha (Feb. 
17), Lincoln (Jan. 3), Logan (Jan. 
1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Webster 
(Jan. 1). COMMON CROW, Adams 
(Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 1), Boone 
(Jan. 1), Box Butte (Jan. 3), Burt 
(Jan. 2), Cass (Jan. 1), Dawes (Jan 
5), Douglas (Jan. 1-June 30), Gage 
(Jan. 1), Hall (Jan. 1), Harlan 
(Feb. 20), Keya Paha (Jan. 24), 


Lancaster (Jan. I), Lincoln (Jan. 3), 
Logan (Jan. 1), Nemaha (Jan. 2L 
Platte (Mar. 8), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 
15), Thayer (Jan. 1), Webster (Jan. 
10). PIN'ON JAY, Dawes (Feb. 20), 
Lincoln (Jan. 3). 

TITMICE, CHICKADEES 
and NUTHATCHES 
BLAC K-CAPPED CHICKADEE, 
Adams (Jan. 1) , Antelope (Jan. 1), 
Boone (Jan. 1), Box Butte (Feb. 12), 
Burt (Jan. 2), Cass (Jan. 1), Dawes 
(Jan. 2), Douglas (Jan. 1-June 30), 
Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Jan. 1), Harlan 
(Jan. 5), Keya Paha (Jan. 1), Lan¬ 
caster (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 3), 
Logan (Jan. 1), Nemaha (Jan. 1), 
Platte (Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 
1), Thayer (Jan. 1), Webster (Jan. 
1). TUFTED TITMOUSE, Cass 
(Jan. 1), Douglas (Jan. 1-June 30), 
Gage (Jan. 1), Lancaster (Jan. 1), 
Nemaha (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 1). 
WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH, 
Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (May 26), 
Boone (Jan. 1), Burt (Jan. 2), Cass 
(Jan. 1), Dawes (Jan. 4), Douglas 
(Jan. 1-June 20), Gage (Apr. 1), 
Hall (Jan. 7), Keya Paha (May 4), 
Lancaster (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 
13), Logan (Jan. 1), Nemaha (Jan. 
3), Platte (Feb. 18), Thayer (Jan. 
1). RED-BREATED NUTHATCH, 
Adams (Jan. 1), Burt (Jan. 1), 
Douglas (Jan. 3), Gage (Mar. 15). 
Hall (Jan. 1), Lancaster (Jan. 1), 
Nemaha (Feb. 10), Platte (Jan. 10), 
Scotts Bluff (Mar. 4). 

CREEPERS and WRENS 
BROWN CREEPER, Adams (Feb. 
1), Burt (Jan. 2), Cass (Jan. 2), 
Dawes (Jan. 4), Douglas (Jan. 1- 
Mar. 28), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Feb. 
3), Lancaster (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 
19), Nemaha (Mar. 1), Platte (Jan. 
1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 14), Thayer 
(Jan. 3). HOUSE WREN, Adams 
(Apr. 28), Boone (May 14), Box 
Butte (May 4), Burt (Apr. 21), Cass 
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(Apr. 16), Dawes (May 3), Douglas 
(Apr. 13-June 30), Gage (Apr. 25), 
Hall (Apr. 30), Harlan (Apr. 26), 
Keya Paha (May 4), Lancaster 
(Apr. 18), Lincoln (May 1), Logan 
(Apr. 28), Nemaha (Apr. 20), Platte 
(May 1), Scotts Bluff (May 2), 
Thayer (Apr. 29), Webster (May 1). 
WINTER WREN, Dawes (Jan. 15), 
Douglas (Jan. 1-Feb. 14). BEWICK’S 
WREN, Nemaha (Mar. 31), Thayer 
(May 17). CAROLINA WREN, 
Adams (Jan. 1), Cass (Jan. 21), 
Douglas (Jan. 1-June 20), Nemaha 
(Mar, 1). LONG-BILLED MARSH 
WREN, Lincoln (May 10), Box Butte 
(June). ROCK WREN, Dawes (Apr. 
9-June 30), Scotts Bluff (May 2). 

MOCKINGBIRDS 

MOCKINGBIRD, Adams (Apr. 29), 
Antelope (May 3), Gage (June 1), 
Hall (May 1), Harlan (Apr. 26), 
Lancaster (May 3), Lincoln (July 
4), Logan (Apr. 26), Scotts Bluff 
(May 9), Thayer (May 1), Webster 
(May 5). CATBIRD, Adams (May 
12), Antelope (May 4), Box Butte 
(May 17), Burt (May 2), Cass (May 
8), Dawes (May 22), Douglas (May 
2-June 28), Gage (May 14), Hall 
(May 7), Harlan (May 18), Keya 
Paha (June 28), Lancaster (May 2), 
Lincoln (May 21), Logan (May 20), 
Nemaha (May 13), Platte (May 10), 
Thayer (May 7), Webster (May 7). 
BROWN THRASHER, Adams (Apr. 
28), Antelope (Jan. 26), Box Butte 
(May 3), Burt (May 1), Cass (Apr. 
30), Dawes (May 4), Douglas (Apr. 
5-June 28), Gage (Apr. 26), Hall 
(Apr. 30), Harlan (Apr. 27), Keya 
Paha (May 5), Lancaster (Apr. 21), 
Lincoln (Apr. 29), Logan (Apr. 26), 
Nemaha (Apr. 29), Platte (Apr. 30), 
Thayer (Apr. 23), Webster (Apr. 
22 ). 

THRUSHES 

ROBIN, Adams (Feb. 26), Antelope 
(Jan. 1), Boone (Mar. 12), Box 


Butte (Jan. 1), Burt (Jan. 1), Cass 
(Jan. 25), Dawes (Feb. 26), Douglas 
(Jan. 24-June 30), Gage (Jan. 1), 
Hall (Jan. 1), Harlan (Jan. 5), Keya 
Paha (Jan. 12), Lancaster (Jan. 5), 
Lincoln (Jan. 3), Logan (Jan. 1), 
Nemaha (Jan. 3), Platte (Mar. 1), 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 
1), Webster (Jan. 4). WOOD 
THRUSH, Boone (May 14), Douglas 
(May 7-June 27), Lancaster (Apr. 
18), Nemaha (May 17). HERMIT 
THRUSH, Douglas (Apr. 9-Apr. 11), 
Lancaster (May 31). SWAINSON’S 
THRUSH, Adams (May 4), Antelope 
(May 23), Box Butte (May 9), Burt 
(May 12), Dawes (May 18), Douglas 
(May 4-May 31), Hall (May 2), 
Keya Paha (May 7), Lancaster 
(May 3), Lincoln (May 10), Logan 
(May 9), Nemaha (May 13), Platte 
(May 10), Scotts Bluff (May 3), 
Thayer (May 20). GRAY-CHEEKED 
THRUSH, Adams (May 12), Ante¬ 
lope (May 13), Douglas (May 6- 
May 11), Gage (May 29), Hall (May 
15), Keya Paha (May 7), Lancaster 
(May 3), Nemaha (May 13), Platte 
(May 12). VEERY, Burt (May 8), 
Lincoln (May 10), Logan (May 12), 
Nemaha (May 13). EASTERN 
BLUEBIRD, Adams (May 2), Boone 
(May 30), Burt (Apr. 29), Cass 
(Mar. 23), Douglas (Feb. 7-June 28), 
Gage (Apr. 12), Hall (Mar. 12), 
Harlan (May 19), Keya Paha (Mar. 
29), Lancaster (Mar. 1), Lincoln 
(Mar. 29), Logan (May 3), Nemaha 
(Jan. 3), Platte (Apr. 10), Thayer 
(Mar. 3), Webster (Mar. 18). 
MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD, Dawes 
(Mar. 22), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 11), 
TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE, Adams 
(Mar. 23), Box Butte (Jan. 1), 
Dawes (Jan. 1), Hall (Jan. 24), 
Keya Paha (Jan. 13), Lancaster 
(Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 3), Logan 
(Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), 
Thayer (Jan. 20). 
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GNATCATCHERS, KINGLETS 
and PIPITS 

BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHERS, 
Douglas (Apr* 25-June 13), Lan¬ 
caster (May 3). GOLDEN-CROWN¬ 
ED KINGLET, Cass (Apr. 4), Dawes 
(Mar. 28), Douglas (Jan. 1-Apr. 12), 
Gage (Mar. 22), Hall (Feb. 3), Lan¬ 
caster (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 3), 
Platte (Jan. 8). RUBY-CROWNED 
KINGLET, Boone (May 14), Cass 
(Apr. 23), Douglas (Mar. 28-Apr. 
18), Gage (Apr, 12), Platte (May 
8), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 25). WATER 
PIPIT, Scotts Bluff (Apr. 26). 
SPRAGUE’S PIPIT, Webster (Apr. 
23). 

WAXWINGS and SHRIKES 

BOHEMIAN WAXWING, Box Butte 
(Mar 30), Burt (Mar. 1), Dawes 
(Jan. 19), Douglas (Feb. 28), Lan¬ 
caster (Feb. 14), Nemaha (Jan. 14), 
Platte (Feb. 10), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 
14). CEDAR WAXWING, Adams 
(Mar. 15), Antelope (Feb. 15), 
Boone (Jan. 1), Burt (Mar. 2), Cass 
(Apr. 5), Dawes (Feb. 28), Douglas 
(Apr. 1-May 26), Gage (Jan. 1), 
Harlan (Mar. 18), Lancaster (Feb. 
14), Lincoln (Mar. 13), Logan (May 
10), Nemaha (Jan. 28), Platte (Feb. 
5), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1). NORTH¬ 
ERN SHRIKE, Boone (Feb. 15), 
Dawes (Jan. 9), Douglas (Apr. 25- 
June 6), Hall (Feb. 3), Keya Paha 
(Jan. 24), Lincoln (Jan. 3), Logan 
(Jan. 1), Nemaha (Feb. 21), Platte 
(Jan. 18), Scotts Bluff (Feb. 1), 
Thayer (Jan. 4), Webster (Jan. 17). 
LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE, Adams 
(Mar. 18), Antelope (May 7), Boone 
(May 24), Box Butte (Apr. 18), 
Burt (Mar. 27), Cass (Apr. 30), 
Dawes (Apr. 23), Gage (Jan. 1), 
Hall (Apr. 3), Harlan (Apr. 1), 
Keya Paha (Apr. 10), Lancaster 
(Jan. 1), Lincoln (Mar. 16), Logan 
(Apr. 11), Nemaha (Mar. 21), Platte 
(May 18), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 8), 


Webster (Mar. 31). 

STARLINGS 

STARLING, Adams (Jan. 1), Ante¬ 
lope (Jan. 1), Boone (Jan. 1), Box 
Butte (Jan. 1), Burt (Jan. 2), Cass 
(Jan. 1), Dawes (Jan. 3), Douglas 
(Jan. 1-June 30), Gage (Jan. 1), 
Hall (Jan. 1), Harlan (Jan. 1), Keya 
Paha (Jan. 1), Lancaster (Jan. 1), 
Lincoln (Jan. 1), Logan (Jan. 1), 
Nemaha (Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 
1), Thayer (Jan. 1), Webster (Jan. 
1 ). 

VIREOS 

WHITE-EYED VIREO, Douglas 
(May 7). BELL’S VIREO, Adams 
(May 7), Douglas (May 2-June 28), 
Hall (May 11), Lancaster (May 2), 
Logan (May 8), Webster (May 15). 
YELLOW-THROATED VIREO, 
Douglas (May 2-June 20). SOLI¬ 
TARY VIREO, Douglas (May 10- 
May 11), Lancaster (May 3). RED¬ 
EYED VIREO, Adams (May 6), 
Antelope (May 26), Cass (May 2), 
Dawes (May 11), Douglas (May 2- 
June 28), Hall (May 13), Keya Paha 
(June 18), Lincoln (May 25), Logan 
(May 17), Platte (May 17), Scotts 
Bluff (May 19). PHILDELPHIA 
VIREO, Lincoln (May 20). WAR¬ 
BLING VIREO, Adams (May 6), 
Burt (May 2), Cass (May 10), 
Dawes (May 11), Douglas (May 1- 
June 28), Hall (May 14), Keya Paha 
(May 17), Lancaster (May 3), Lin¬ 
coln (May 10), Logan (May 14), 
Nemaha (Apr. 30), Platte (May 17), 
Thayer (May 2), Webster (June 13). 

WOOD WARBLERS 
BLACK AND WHITE WARBLER, 
Adams (Apr. 26), Box Butte (Apr. 
30), Burt (May 12), Douglas (May 
7-May 11), Gage (May 5), Hall 
(May 14), Logan (Apr. 27), Ne¬ 
maha (Apr. 30), Platte (May 17), 
Thayer (May 3). PROTHONOTARY 
WARBLER, Boone (June 21). 
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WORM-EATING WARBLER,* Box 
Butte (May 24). TENNESSEE 
WARBLER, Adams (May 12), Cass 
(May 15), Douglas (May 7-May 

24) , Hall (May 15), Lancaster (May 
3), Logan (May 6), Platte (May 10). 
ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER, 
Adams (Apr. 25), Boone (June 14), 
Box Butte (Apr. 25), Douglas (May 
6-May 9), Hall (Apr. 30), Lancaster 
(Apr 25), Lincoln (May 10), Logan 
(May 9), Nemaha (Apr. 30), Scotts 
Bluff (Apr. 25), Webster (May 8). 
NASHVILLE WARBLER, Adams 
(May 2), Douglas (May 2-May 11), 
Lancaster (May 17), Platte (May 
10), Scotts Bluff (May 31). YELLOW 
WARBLER, Adams (May 5), Ante¬ 
lope (May 12), Box Butte (May 3), 
Burt (May 12), Cass (Apr. 23), 
Dawes (May 7), Douglas (Apr. 29- 
June 28), Gage (May 9), Hall (Apr. 
30), Keya Paha (May 5), Lancaster 
(Apr. 24), Lincoln (May 15), Logan 
(May 10), Nemaha (Apr. 20), Platte 
(May 10), Scotts Bluff (May 3), 
Thayer (May S) ; Webster (May 5). 
MAGNOLIA WARBLER, Douglas 
(May 8-May 14), Gage (May 9). 
CAPE MAY WARBLER, Platte 
(May 16). MYRTLE WARBLER, 
Adams (Apr. 28), Antelope (May 
14), Box Butte (Apr. 25), Cass (Apr. 
30), Dawes (May 10), Douglas (Apr. 
12-May 10), Gage (May 12), Hall 
(Apr. 30), Lancaster (Apr. 23), Lin¬ 
coln (May 6), Logan (Apr. 24), 
Platte (May 10), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 
27), Thayer (May 1), Webster (Apr. 

25) . AUDUBON’S WARBLER, Box 
Butte (Apr. 22), Burt (May 12), 
Dawes (May 2), Scotts Bluff (Api\ 
23). BLACK-THROATED GREEN 
WARBLER, Platte (May 10\ CERU¬ 
LEAN WARBLER, Dougk; (May 


See Worm-eating Warbler , p. 73. 


2-June 20). BLACKBURNIAN WAR¬ 
BLER, Gage (May 9), Scotts Bluff 
(May 9). CHESTNUT-SIDED 
WARBLER, Douglas (May 15), Lan¬ 
caster (May 37). BAY-BREASTED 
WARBLER, Burt (May 12), Platte 
(May 10). BLACKPOLL WARBLER, 
Adams (May 12), Antelope (May 
1.4), Box Butte (May 9), Burt (May 
12), Dawes (May 10), Douglas (May 
9-May 13), Gage (May 15), Hail 
(May 12), Keya Paha (May 21), 
Lancaster (May 3), Lincoln (May 
10), Logan (May 9), Nemaha (May 
5), Platte (May 10), Scotts Bluff 
(May 9). PRAIRIE WARBLER, 
Lancaster (May 3). PALM WAR¬ 
BLER, Douglas (May 15), Hall 
(May 7). OVENBIRD, Adams (May 
12), Dawes (May 14), Douglas (Apr. 
29-Junc 20), Lancaster (May 17), 
Logan (May 21). NORTHERN 
WATERTHRUSH, Adams (May 6), 
Douglas (May 7), Hall (May 12), 
Lancaster (May 10), Platte (May 
17). LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH, 
Douglas (Apr. 11-May 12). KEN¬ 
TUCKY WARBLER, Burt (May 
14), Douglas (May 7-June 28). CON¬ 
NECTICUT WARBLER, Lancaster 
(May 17). MOURNING WARBLER, 
Douglas (May 20-May 23), Gage 
(May 3). MACGILLIVRAY'S WAR¬ 
BLER, Dawes (May 21) YELLOW - 
THROAT, Adams (May 11), Ante¬ 
lope (May 17), Boone (May 14), 
Box Butte (May 3), Burt (May 14), 
Cass (May 19), Dawes (May 103, 
Douglas (Apr. 29-June 30), Hall 
(May 10), Keya Paha (May 21), 
Lancaster (May 2), Lincoln (May 
7), Logan (May 3), Nemaha (Apr. 
23), Platte (May 10), Scotts Bluff 
(May 3), Thayer (May 7), Webster 
(May 13). YELLOW-BREASTED 
CHAT, Adams (May 12), Antelope 
(May 20), Dawes (May 18), Douglas 
(May 2-June 20), Keya Paha (May 
16), Lancaster (May 3), Logan 
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(May 11), Nemaha (June 5), Scotts 
Bluff (May 23), Thayer (May 3). 
WILSON’S WARBLER, Box Butte 
(May 9), Burt (May 12), Cass (May 
15), Douglas (May 8-May 10), 
Harlan (Apr. 26), Keya Paha (May 
21), Lancaster (May 3), Lincoln 
(May 23), Scotts Bluff (May 11), 
Thayer (May 21). CANADA WAR¬ 
BLER, Burt (May 12). AMERICAN 
REDSTART, Adams (May 11), 
Antelope (May 17), Box Butte (May 
20), Cass (May 24), Dawes (May 
1.3), Douglas (Apr, 29-June 20), 
Gage (May 3), Hall (May 5), Keya 
Paha (May 16), Lancaster (May 
10), Lincoln (May 10), Logan (May 
13), Platte (May 17), Scotts Bluff 
(May 14), Thayer (May 3). 

WEAVER FINCHES 

HOUSE SPARROW—In every re¬ 
porting county but two and in Jan¬ 
uary. 

BLACKBIRDS 

BOBOLINK, Antelope (May 17), 
Boone (May 14), Box Butte (July 
8), Burt (May 14), Douglas (May 
15), Hall (May 10), Harlan (May 
2), Keya Paha (June 18), Lancaster 
(May 9), Lincoln (May 11), Logan 
(May 17), Platte (May 18). EAST¬ 
ERN MEADOWLARK, Antelope 
(Mar. 29), Burt (Jan. 1), Cass (Apr. 
80), Douglas (Mar. 17-June 28), 
Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Mar. 27), Lan¬ 
caster (Jan. 1), Lincoln (May 3), 
Logan (June 5), Nemaha (Jan. 6), 
Platte (May 4), Webster (Mar, 23). 
WESTERN MEADOWLARK, Adams 
(Jan, 1), Boone (Jan. 11), Box Butte 
(Feb. 14), Cass (Apr. 30), Dawes 
(Jan. 19), Douglas (Apr. 20-June 
28), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Jan. 1), 
Harlan (Jan. 1), Keya Paha (Jan. 
24), Lancaster (Feb. 15), Lincoln 
(Jan. 3), Logan (Jan, 1), Nemaha 
(Feb, 21), Platte (May 8), Scotts 
Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 1), 


Webster (Jan. 1). YELLOW-HEAD¬ 
ED BLACKBIRD, Adams (Apr. 24), 
Antelope (May 1), Box Butte (Apr. 

18) , Burt (Apr. 28), Cass (Apr. 30), 
Dawes (May 18), Douglas (Apr. 25- 
June 27), Gage (Apr. 20), Hall (Apr. 
23), Harlan (Apr. 20), Lancaster 
(Apr. 25), Lincoln (Apr. 22), Logan 
(May 3), Nemaha (Apr. 30), Platte 
(May 1), Scotts Bluff (May 3), 
Thayer (Apr. 23), Webster (Apr. 
23). REDWINGED BLACKBIRD, 
Adams (Mar. 18), Boone (Apr. 16) 
Box Butte (Jan. 1), Burt (Mar. 27), 
Cass (Mar. 19), Dawes (Mar. 23), 
Douglas (Mar. 2-June 28), Gage 
(Feb. 10), Hall (Mar. 12), Harlan 
(Feb. 24), Keya Paha (Mar. 23), 
Lancaster (Mar. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 
3), Logan (Jan. 1), Nemaha (Mar. 

19) , Platte (Mar. 18), Scotts Bluff 
(Mar. 1), Thayer (Mar. 1), Webster 
(Jan. 6). ORCHARD ORIOLE, 
Adams (May 4), Antelope (May 4), 
Boone (May 14), Box Butte (May 
17), Burt (May 19), Cass (May 4), 
Dawes (May 28), Douglas (May 12- 
June 28), Gage (Apr. 2), Hall (May 
5), Harlan (May 2), Keya Paha 
(May 5), Lancaster (May 3), Lin¬ 
coln (May 17), Logan (May 9), Ne¬ 
maha (May 4), Platte (May 17), 
Scotts Bluff (May 23), Thayer (May 
10), Webster (May 3). BALTI¬ 
MORE ORIOLE, Adams (May 4), 
Antelope (May 3), Boone (May 14), 
Box Butte (May 24), Burt (May 5), 
Cass (May 2), Douglas (May 2-June 
28), Gage (Apr. 20), Hall (May 3), 
Harlan (May 7), Keya Paha (May 
16), Lancaster (Apr. 25), Lincoln 
(May 17), Logan (May 13), Ne¬ 
maha (May 4), Platte (May 10), 
Scotts Bluff (May 12), Thayer (May 
10), Webster (May 4). BULLOCK’S 
ORIOLE, Dawes (May 10), Scotts 
Bluff (May 8), Thayer (May 20). 
RUSTY BLACKBIRD, Douglas 
(Mar. 14-Apr. 12), Lancaster (May 
9), Nemaha (Mar. 20), Webster 
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(Feb. 15). BREWER’S BLACK 
BIRD, Box Butte (May 1), Douglas 
(Feb. 21-Apr. 18), Hall (Apr. 27), 
Harlan (Mar. 22), Lancaster (Mar. 
22), Lincoln (Jan. 11), Nemaha 
(Apr. 2), Platte (May 12), Seotts 
Bluff (Mar. 31), Webster (Apr. 25). 
COMMON GRACKLE, Adams (Mar. 
18), Boone (Apr. 9), Box Butte 
(Apr. 4), Burt (Jan. 3), Cass (Mar. 
15), Dawes (Apr. 9), Douglas (Mar. 
21-June 28), Gage (Feb. 20), Hall 
(Feb. 26), Harlan (Apr. 1), Keya 
Paha (Mar. 23), Lancaster (Mar. 13), 
Lincoln (Mar. 29), Logan (Mar. 21), 
Nemaha (Mar. 25), Platte (Feb. 3), 
Seotts Bluff (Mar. 27), Thayer (Mar. 

24) , Webster (Mar 18). BROWN 
HEADED COWBIRD, Adams (Apr. 

25) , Antelope (Apr. 18), Boone (May 
14), Burt (Apr. 24), Cass (Apr. 8), 
Dawes (May 3), Douglas (Mar. 21- 
June 28), Gage (Apr. 12), Hall 
(Apr. 20), Harlan (Apr. 1), Keya 
Paha (Apr. 22), Lancaster (Mar. 
12), Lincoln (Apr. 12), Logan (May 
3), Nemaha (Apr. 13), Platte (May 
3), Seotts Bluff (May 2), Thayer 
(Mar. 15), Webster (Mar. 18). 

TANAGERS 

WESTERN TANAGER, Box Butte 
(May 11), Dawes (June 3), Seotts 
Bluff (May 19). SCARLET TAN¬ 
AGER, Antelope (May 23), Douglas 
(May 7-June 20), Hall (May 5). 

FRINGILLIDS 

CARDINAL, Adams (Jan. 1), Ante¬ 
lope (Jan. 1), Boone (Jan. 1), Box 
Butte (Apr. 2), Burt (Jan. 2), Cass 
(Jan. 1), Douglas (Jan. 1-June 30), 
Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Jan. 1), Harlan 
(Jan. 15), Keya Paha (May 5), 
Lancaster (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 3), 
Logan (Jan. 1), Nemaha (Jan. 3), 
Platte (Jan. 1), Seotts Bluff (Jan. 
2), Thayer (Jan. 1), Webster (Jan. 
5). ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK, 


Adams (May 12), Antelope (May 
15), Boone (June 21), Burt (May 
15), Cass (May 1), Douglas (May 
1-June 30), Gage (Apr. 15), Hall 
(May 11), Lancaster (May 2), Ne¬ 
maha (Apr. 30), Platte (May 10), 
Thayer (May 3). BLACK-HEADED 
GROSBEAK, Adams (May 15), 
Dawes (May 10), Hall (May 7), Lin¬ 
coln (May 10), Logan (May 3), 
Seotts Bluff (May 12), Webster 
(May 29). BLUE GROSBEAK, 
Adams (May 12), Boone (May 24), 
Dawes (June ), Douglas (May 19), 
Harlan (May 13), Keya Paha (May 
18), Lincoln (May 28), Logan (May 
13), Nemaha (May 26), Seotts Bluff 
(May 23), Webster (May 18). IN¬ 
DIGO BUNTING, Adams (May 12), 
Antelope (May 28), Boone (May 
24), Burt (Mar. 19), Cass (May 24), 
Dawes (May 27), Douglas (Apr. 24- 
June 28), Hall (May 20), Harlan 
(May 26), Keya Paha (June 5), Lan¬ 
caster (May 3), Nemaha (May 4) 
Thayer (June 1). LAZULI BUNT¬ 
ING, Adams (May 12), Dawes (May 
21), Hall (May 21), Lincoln (May 
13), Logan (May 9), Seotts Bluff 
(May 10). DICKCISSEL, Adams 
(May 20), Antelope (May 30), Boone 
(May 30), Burt (May 16), Cass 
(May 24), Dawes (June 20), Douglas 
(May 2-June 30), Gage (May 3), 
Hall (May 20), Harlan (May 9), 
Lancaster (May 9), Lincoln (May 
24), Logan (May 28), Nemaha (May 
4), Platte (June 6), Seotts Bluff 
(June 21), Thayer (May 3), Webster 
(May 4). EVENING GROSBEAK, 
Burt (Feb. 1), Dawes (Feb. 8), Keya 
Paha (Apr. 22). CASSIN’S FINCH, 
Logan (Apr. 18). HOUSE FINCH, 
Seotts Bluff (Jan. 1). GRAY- 
CROWNED ROSY FINCH, Seotts 
Bluff (Feb. 12). COMMON RED¬ 
POLL, Logan (Jan. 1). PINE 
SISKIN, Adams (Mar. 18), Dawes 
(Mar. 17), Douglas (May 3), Gage 
( Apr. 12), Lancaster (Feb. 15), 
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Lincoln (Jan. 3), Platte (Mar. 20), 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Webster 
(Feb. 1). AMERICAN GOLDFINCH, 
Adams (Jan. 12), Antelope (Jan. 1), 
Boone (Jan. 11), Box Butte (Jan. 
18), Burt (Feb. 1), Cass (Mar. 19), 
Dawes (Feb. 16), Douglas (Jan. 1- 
June 28), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Jan. 

1), Harlan (Mar. 24), Keya Paha 
(Jan. 12), Lancaster (Jan. 1), Lin- 
coin (Jan. 3), Logan (Jan. 1), Ne¬ 
maha (Jan. 6), Platte (Mar. 8), 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 
1), Webster (Jan. 1). RED CROSS¬ 
BILL, Dawes (June), Lancaster 
(Jan. 1). RUFOUS-SIDED TOW- 
HEE, Adams (Apr. 25), Boone (Apr. 
30), Box Butte (May 3) Cass (Apr. 
6), Dawes (May 2), Douglas (Jan. 
6-June 27), Gage (Apr. 22), Hall 
(Apr. 25), Keya Paha (May 5), Lan¬ 
caster (Apr. 30), Lincoln (May 9), 
Logan (Apr. 29), Nemaha (Apr. 17), 
Platte (May 10). Scotts Bluff (May 
3), Thayer (Apr. 28), Webster (Apr. 

25) . LARK BUNTING, Adams (May 
12), Antelope (May 10), Box Butte 
(May 5), Dawes (May 1), Hall (May 
10), Harlan (May 6), Keya Paha 
(May 16), Lincoln (May 3), Logan 
(May 16), Scotts Bluff (May 3), 
Thayer (May 31). SAVANNAH 
SPARROW, Adams (Apr. 23), Doug¬ 
las (May 10), Hall (Apr. 17), Lan¬ 
caster (Apr, 25), Lincoln (Mar. 26), 
Platte (May 2), Webster (Apr, 5). 
GRASSHOPPER SPARROW, Ante¬ 
lope (May 21), Boone (June 4), Burt 
(June 15), Dawes (June), Gage (Apr. 
23), Hall (May 10), Lancaster (May 
10), Lincoln (May 10), Logan 
(June 7), Piatte (May 2), Scotts 
Bluff (May 23), Webster (Apr. 26). 
BAIRD’S SPARROW, Webster (Apr, 
12). LECONTE’S SPARROW, Platte 
(May 17). VESPER SPARROW, 
Adams (Mar. 18), Boone (Apr. 9), 
Box Butte (Apr. 18), Dawes (Apr. 

26) , Douglas (Apr. 25), Hall (Apr. 
18), Keya Paha (June 28), Lan¬ 


caster (Apr. 9), Lincoln (Apr. 29), 
Logan (Apr. 26), Scotts Bluff (May 
10), Webster (Apr. 7). LARK SPAR¬ 
ROW, Adams (Apr. 27), Boone (June 
21), Box Butte (May 2), Cass (June 
7), Dawes (May 2), Douglas (May 
2-June 23), Hall (May 10), Keya 
Paha (Apr. 28), Lincoln (May 3), 
Logan (Apr. 26), Nemaha (May 13), 
Scotts Bluff (May 2), Thayer (May 
17), Webster (Apr. 28). SLATE- 
COLORED JUNCO, Adams (Jan. 1), 
Antelope (Jan. 1), Boone (Jam 1), 
Burt (Jan. 2), Cass (Jan. 1-Apr 23), 
Dawes (Jan. 3), Douglas (Jan. 1- 
Apr. 26), Gage (Jan 1), Hall (Jan. 
1), Harlan (Feb. 1), Keya Paha 
(Apr. 19), Lancaster (Jan. 1), Lin¬ 
coln (Jan. 3), Logan (Jan. 16), Ne¬ 
maha (Jan. 1), Platte (Jan, 1). 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 

1) , Webster (Jan. 19), OREGON 
JUNCO, Bex Butte (Jan. 1), Burt 
(Mar. 4), Dawes (Jan, 1), Douglas 
(Jam 24-Apr. 11), Hall (Jan. 24), 
Keya Paha (Feb. 13), Logan (Jan. 
16), Nemaha (Jan. 2), Scotts Bluff 
(Jan. 20), Webster (Feb. 15). GRAY¬ 
HEADED JUNCO, Logan (Apr. 23), 
TREE SPARROW, Adams (Mar. 1), 
Antelope (Apr. 2), Boone (Jam 11), 
Box Butte (Jan. 3), Cass (Jan. 1- 
Mar. 19), Dawes (Feb. 28), Douglas 
(Jan. 1-Apr. 12), Gage (Jan. 1), 
Hall (Jan. 1), Harlan (Mar, 16), 
Lancaster (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 
3), Logan (Jan. 1), Nemaha (Jan. 

2) , Platte (May 3), Scotts Bluff 
(Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 1), Webster 
(Jan. 1). CHIPPING SPARROW, 
Adams (Apr. 28), Antelope (May 8), 
Box Butte (Apr. 25), Burt (June 
20), Cass (Apr. 12), Dawes (Apr. 
26), Douglas (Apr. 16-June 28), Hall 
(Apr. 22), Keya Paha (Apr. 23), 
Lancaster (Apr. 25), Logan (May 

3) , Nemaha (Apr. 5), Platte (May 
3), Scotts Bluff (May 2), Webster 
(Jan. 1). CLAY-COLORED SPAR- 
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ROW, Adams (May 2), Antelope 
(May 1), Box Butte (May 3), Dawes 
(May 4), Douglas (May 2-May 15), 
Gage (Apr. 12), Hall (Apr. 30), 
Keya Paha (May 22), Lancaster 
(Apr. 25), Lincoln (May 2), Logan 
(Apr. 24), Platte (May 10), Scotts 
Bluff (May 4), Webster (Apr. 24). 
FIELD SPARROW, Adams (Apr. 

28) , Burt (Mar. 27), Cass (Apr. 23), 
Douglas (Apr. 2-June 28), Gage 
(Apr. 1), Hall (Apr. 11), Keya 
Paha (May 5), Logan (May 2), Ne¬ 
maha (Apr. 17), Platte (May 2), 
Thayer (May 17), Webster (Apr. 
23). HARRIS’ SPARROW, Adams 
(Mar. 2), Boone (Mar. 15), Burt 
(Feb. 6), Cass (Apr. 6), Dawes 
(Mar. 28), Douglas (Jan. 3-May 11), 
Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Jan. 1), Harlan 
(Feb. 17), Keya Paha (May 8), Lan¬ 
caster (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 11), 
Logan (May 2), Nemaha (Jan. 3), 
Platte (May 1), Thayer (Jan. 1), 
Webster (Jan. 1). WHITE-CROWN¬ 
ED SPARROW, Adams (Apr. 28), 
Antelope (Apr. 29), Box Butte (Apr. 
25), Dawes (Apr. 26), Douglas (Apr. 
18-May 12), Gage (Feb. 10), Hall 
(Apr. 25), Harlan (May 3), Keya 
Paha (May 8), Lancaster (Feb. 15), 
Lincoln (Jan. 11), Logan (Apr. 16), 
Nemaha (Mar. 31), Platte (May 1), 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 11), Thayer (Apr. 
25), Webster (Apr. 28). WHITE- 
THROATED SPARROW, Adams 
(Apr. 28), Antelope (Apr. 29), Boone 
(Mar. 15), Burt (Mar. 17), Douglas 
(Apr. 25-May 11), Lancaster (Apr. 

29) , Logan (Apr. 26), Platte (May 
10), Webster (May 8). FOX SPAR¬ 
ROW, Douglas (Mar. 14-Apr. 6), 
Gage (Jan. 10), Harlan (May 3), 
Lancaster (May 3). LINCOLN’S 
SPARROW, Adams (Apr. 28), Dawes 
(May 10), Douglas (Apr. 11-May 2), 
Hall (Apr. 17), Keya Paha (May 8), 
Lancaster (Apr. 25), Logan (Apr. 
27), Thayer (Mar. 22), Webster 
(May 5). SWAMP SPARROW, 


Logan (May 28), Thayer (Apr. 10), 
Webster (May 13). SONG SPAR¬ 
ROW, Adams (Apr. 12), Antelope 
(Apr. 25), Boone (Mar. 15), Burt 
(Mar. 1), Cass (Mar. 19), Dawes 
(Mar. 28), Douglas (Jan. 1-May 3), 
Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Mar. 16), 
Lancaster (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Apr. 
12), Logan (Mar. 17), Nemaha 
(Feb. 5), Platte (May 10), Scotts 
Bluff (Feb. 23), Thayer (Jan. 3), 
Webster (Mar. 17). LAPLAND 
LONGSPUR, Webster (Jan. 1). 
SMITH’S LONGSPUR, Nemaha 
(Feb. 5). CHESTNUT-COLLARED 
LONGSPUR, Dawes (Apr. 12), Web 
ster (Apr. 15). 

Fall Records 

At the May meeting in Lincoln, 
1958, members were encouraged to 
keep Fall records, and especially last 
dates for summer residents. Only 
three reports were sent in. Admit¬ 
tedly, this is a small beginning, but 
it is a beginning, and perhaps others 
will be inspired to do something in 
this line. 

Box Butte County: Broad-winged 
Hawk (Sept. 22), Solitary Sandpiper 
(Sept. 6), Franklin’s Gull (Sept. 25), 
Mourning Dove (Sept. 28), Common 
Nighthawk (Sept. 8), Eastern King¬ 
bird (Sept. 6), Western Kingbird 
(Sept. 10), Brown Thrasher (Oct. 4), 
Swainson’s Thrush (Sept. 28), Myrtle 
Warbler (Oct. 23), Common Grackle 
(Nov. 1), Lark Sparrow (Sept. 6), 
Lark Bunting (Sept. 2). 

Sheridan County: Eared Grebe 
(Sept. 22), Pied-billed Grebe (Sept. 
22), Double-crested Cormorant (Oct. 
4), Great Blue Heron (Sept. 22), 
American Bittern (Oct. 4), Gadwall 
(Nov. 8), Green-winged Teal (Oct. 
1), Blue-winged Teal (Nov. 8), 
Shoveller, (Nov. 11), Redhead (Sept. 
22), Scaup (Sept. 22), Ruddy Duck 
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(Nov. 8), Swainson’s Hawk (Sept. 
22), Greater Yellowlegs (Sept. 22), 
Dowitcher (Sept. 22), Barn Swallow 
(Sept. 22), Lincoln’s Sparrow (Sept. 
22), Vesper Sparrow (Sept. 22). 

Dawes County: Red-headed Wood¬ 
pecker (Sept. 7). 

—John and Ann Mathisen, Alliance 

Lincoln County: Great Blue Heron 
(Oct. 5), Black-crowned Night Heron 
(Sept. 10), Canada Goose (Oct. 25), 
Mallard (Dec. 21), Green-winged 
Teal (Sept. 14), Turkey Vulture 
(Oct. 5), Red-tailed Hawk (Nov. 14), 
Swainson’s Hawk (Oct. 5), Rough¬ 
legged Hawk (Dec. 3), Golden Eagle 
(Dec. 29), Marsh Hawk (Dec. 21), 
Sparrow Hawk (Dec. 15), Greater 
Prairie Chicken (Nov. 13), Sharp¬ 
tailed Grouse (Nov. 14), Bobwhite 
(Dec. 21), Pheasant (Dec. 21), Sand¬ 
hill Crane (Oct. 25), Virginia Rail 
(Sept. 11), American Coot (Sept. 
11), Killdeer (Nov. 19), Upland 
Plover (Aug. 18), Lesser Yellowlegs 
(Aug. 17), Ring-billed Gull (Dec. 
21), Franklin’s Gull (Oct. 18), Com¬ 
mon Tern (Sept. 8), Mourning Dove 
(Oct. 6), Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Sept. 
7), Black-billed Cuckoo (Sept. 14), 
Screech Owl (Oct. 24), Great Horned 
Owl (Dec. 10), Belted Kingfisher 
(Oct. 30), Flicker (Dec. 21), Red¬ 
headed Woodpecker (Sept. 11), Downy 
Woodpecker (Dec. 21), Eastern King¬ 
bird (Sept. 12), Western Kingbird 
(Sept. 5), Great Crested Flycatcher 
(Aug. 30), Horned Lark (Dec. 21), 
Barn Swallow (Sept.14), Cliff Swal¬ 
low (Sept. 2), Blue Jay (Dec. 20), 
Black-billed Magpie (Dec. 20), Com¬ 
mon Crow (Dec. 21), House Wren 
(Sept. 16), Marsh Wren (Oct. 2), 
Catbird (Sept. 14), Brown Thrasher 
(Sept. 14), Robin (Nov. 5), Eastern 
Bluebird (Nov. 5), Townsend’s Soli¬ 
taire (Oct. 12), Northern Shrike 
(Dec. 21), Loggerhead Shrike (Sept. 
14), Starling (Dec. 21), Red-eyed 


Vireo (Oct. 4), Warbling Vireo (Aug. 

10) , Yellow Warbler (Oct. 4), Yellow- 
throat (Sept. 5), House Sparrow 
(Dec. 21), Bobolink (Sept. 12), West¬ 
ern Meadowlark (Dec. 21), Red¬ 
winged Blackbird (Dec. 21), Orchard 
Oriole (Aug. 15), Baltimore Oriole 
(Sept 11), Brewer’s Blackbird (Oct. 

18) , Common Grackle (Nov. 2), 
Brown-headed Cowbird (Oct. 20), 
Cardinal (Dec. 21), Black-headed 
Grosbeak (Aug. 18), Blue Grosbeak 
(Aug. 17), Dickcissel (Aug. 17), 
American Goldfinch (Dec. 21), Ru- 
ous-sided Towhee (Aug. 14), Lark 
Bunting (Aug. 3), Vesper Sparrow 
(Nov. 14), Lark Sparrow (Sept. 14), 
Slate-colored Junco (Dec. 21), Oregon 
Junco (Dec. 21), Tree Sparrow (Dec. 
21), White-crowned Sparrow (Oct. 
25), White-throated Sparrow (Nov. 
14), Song Sparrow (Nov. 14). 

— Mrs. Morris A. Cox, Hershey 

Cass County: White Pelican (Oct. 

11) , Canada Goose (Sept. 30), Red¬ 
tailed Hawk (Nov. 6), Marsh Hawk 
(Nov. 6), Sparrow Hawk (Oct. 5), 
Killdeer (Nov. 6), Mourning Dove 
(Oct 15), Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Sept. 
14), Great Horned Owl (Nov. 2), 
Common Nighthawk (Sept. 14), 
Chimney Swift (Oct. 8), Belted King¬ 
fisher (Oct. 15), Eastern Wood 
Pewee (Sept. 14), Barn Swallow 
(Oct. 15), Brown Creeper (Nov. 4), 
House Wren (Sept. 26), Carolina 
Wren (Sept. 11), Catbird (Sept. 4), 
Brown Thrasher (Sept. 13), Swain¬ 
son’s Thrush (Sept. 16), Golden- 
crowned Kinglet (Nov. 1), Cedar 
Waxwing (Nov. 6), Blue-headed Vireo 
(Sept. 29), Red-eyed Vireo (Sept. 
4), Myrtle Warbler (Oct. 11), Red¬ 
winged Blackbird (Oct. 19), Balti¬ 
more Oriole (Sept. 3), Common 
Grackle (Dec. 26), Brown-headed 
Cowbird (Sept. 25), Slate-colored 
Junco (Oct. 26), Tree Sparrow (Oct. 

19) , Harris’ Sparrow (Oct. 19), 
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Birding In Kearney "On The Run" 

Jfthn C. II’. Blic*,- 


Introduction 

Rather late in 1956 it occurred to 
the writer that he had never kept 
any systematic record of such bird 
observations as he had made on the 
many mornings when he chose to \va»k 
to work. With the thought in mind 
that records taken repeatedly under 
such conditions might have some 
cumulative value, a preliminary 
study, which lasted about two months 
during the latter part of the year, 
was therefore undertaken.The re¬ 
sults, which were reported previously 
(Birding in Kearney at Four Miles 
per Hour—Nebraska Brid Review 
25:37—41, 1957), were encouraging 
enough that the project was con¬ 
tinued throughout 1957; and the pre¬ 
sent paper summarizes the findings 
for that year. 

Procedure 

The procedures followed in 1957 
were quite similar to those used in 
1956. All records of birds were 
obtained while walking at a nominal 
rate, and were immediately recorded 
in a small notebook. Seldom was 
there any slowing or stopping. Th<> 
distance covered was approximately 
one mile, and required about 15 
minutes. Ordinarily 26th Street was 
followed, but on many occasions either 
27th Street or 24th Street were 
taken. Time of departure from home 
occurred most frequently about 7:35 
A.M., but varied from 6:40 A.M. to 
8:00 A.M. Records were kept on 112 
mornings, in all sorts of weather, hot 


White-throated Sparrow (Oct. 26), 
Song Sparrow (Oct. 15). 

— Mrs. Paul Hemewan, Plattsmouih 
If one reads this list carefully, he 
will find first winter records or fall 
migration records, too, as well as 
permanent residents. It is difficult to 


or cold, except when it was raining, 
but were not, of course, obtained 
during vacation in August. Tabula¬ 
tions, it, may be added, were made 
only when it was light enough that 
diurnal birds could be expected to be 
present. 

Several modifications of the 1956 
procedure were introduced, however 
to meet slightly different objectives 
of the study. Whereas a preliminary 
purpose was to give people an idea of 
what birds might be noted on a walk 
in an ordinary residential area in 
town, the 1957 study was more con¬ 
cerned with noting which birds were 
actually present in Kearney, regard¬ 
less of where the writer had to walk 
each morning. Consequently the col¬ 
lege campus, which was omitted from 
the tabulations in 1956, was included 
in 1957. In addition, instead of count¬ 
ing only those birds within a half 
block or so on either side, as in the 
preliminary study, any bird within 
any distance that could positively be 
identified by sight, call, or song, was 
recorded. House Sparrows were omit¬ 
ted from the counts rather early in 
the year because of their abundance. 
It proved difficult to tally them and 
also to obtain good counts of Other 
birds. 

Results and Discussion 

Results obtained during the in¬ 
vestigation are detailed in Tables 1, 
2, and 3. Table 1 gives information 
on a monthly basis, Table 2 gives 


separate these various groupings. 

Confusion can be reduced by each 
person reporting both the first and 
last dates for every bird. Thus, one 
can separate permanent, summer, 
and winter residents, and fall mi¬ 
grants. 
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pertinent facts for each of the bird 
species noted, and Table 3 sum¬ 
marizes most of the remaining data 
collected. Tables 1 and 2 include per¬ 
centages, as well as the raw scores* 
to facilitate comparisons. All com¬ 
putations were carried out to the 
second decimal, since a few of the 
data could be recorded only that way. 

Table 1 shows that a total of 3986 
birds of 43 species were noted on the 
112 mornings on which records were 
kept. House Sparrows, as before 
noted, were not included in the tabula¬ 
tions. 

From the standpoint of number of 
species observed per month, January, 
as Table X shows, had the all-year 
low figure of five. This may or may 
not have been due to the fact that 
only five trips were made, because 
December, with only four days of 
record-keeping, showed a total of 
eight species. The all-year high value, 
as might be expected, occurred in 
May when 29 species were recorded, 
but June and July data were not far 
behind. The average of all 11 months 
of observation was 15.36 species per 
month, as listed In Table 3. 


The figures in the last column of 
Table 1, which give the average num¬ 
ber of observations made per trip for 
each month and the year, probably 
are the best indicators of the popula¬ 
tion trends in Kearney during 1957. 
Whereas January was poorest in 
number of species, February is seen 
to have been lowest in number of 
birds noted per trip, 7.27, and that 
in spite of three times as many trips 
as in January. May gave the largest 
average, 54.38 birds per trip, but 
June figures were almost that high; 
and, as the table indicates, the writer 
was kept quite busy recording birds 
in April, July, September, and 
October. The over-all average for the 
entire year was 35.59 birds per trip. 

Table 2 lists the 43 species of birds 
that were recorded on the 112 days 
of observation. Eight of the species 
were noted on only one morning, 17 
were tallied less than five times, and 
28 were not recorded on more than 
10 trips. Only 15 species, therefore, 
were observed on more than 10 morn¬ 
ings during the year, and of these, 
six species were noted 50 or more 
times. Special honors must be awarded 


Table 1. Summary of observations by months 


Month 

No. of 

Species 

observed 

Individual birds 

observed 


trips 

No. % 

of total 

No. 

% of total 

Av./ trip 

Jan. 

5 

5 

11.63 

59 

1.48 

11.80 

Feb. 

15 

10 

23.25 

109 

2.73 

7.27 

Mar. 

12 

12 

27.91 

263 

6.60 

21.92 

Apr. 

10 

13 

30.23 

492 

12.34 

49.20 

May 

8 

29 

67.21 

435 

10.91 

54.38 

June 

11 

24 

55.82 

590 

14.80 

53.64 

July 

9 

23 

53.49 

446 

11.19 

49.56 

Aug. 

—■ 

•— 

-- 

— 

•-- 

■-- 

Sept. 

13 

12 

27.91 

576 

14.45 

44.31 

Oct. 

13 

17 

39.53 

602* 

15.10* 

46.31* 

Nov. 

12 

16 

37.21 

363 

9.11 

30.25 

Dec. 

4 

8 

18.60 

51 

1.28 

12.75 

Totals 

112 

43 

100.00 

3986* 

99.99 

35.59* 


*The flock of 1000 Grackles are omitted from these computations. 
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to Robins which appeared in 89 places 
in the notes, to the Starlings with 95 
such records, and the House Spar¬ 
rows, which, though not counted, 
were present every day. 

For 12 of the species, as Table 2 
indicates, only one bird was recorded 
at the most on any one morning, and 
for 33 of the species the maximum 
was five or less. For the remaining 
10 species, on the other hand, the 
numbers went as high as 125. Seven 
species were represented by only one 
bird each during the entire year, and 
22 species showed scores of 10 or 
lower. Only seven of the 43 species 
appeared 100 or more times in the 
tabulations, with 1540 Robins rep¬ 
resenting the very maximum. 

Any one dealing with statistical 
situations invariably will run into 
some data that will not permit them¬ 
selves to be pigeon-holed neatly. As 
was true in the preliminary study, 
the Common Grackles caused a prob¬ 
lem. On October 3, a flock of about 
1,000 of these birds was observed 
milling around. Since 1,000 represents 
practically one-fourth of the total 
observations of all species otherwise 
obtained during the year, the value 
was not included in any of the com¬ 
putations. However, asterisks (*) at 
several points in the tables call at¬ 
tention to values that would be in¬ 
creased if the 1,000 birds were in¬ 
cluded. 

Several of the items in Table 3 will 
bear comment. One morning, February 
8, turned out to a foggy one, and, al¬ 
though the weather was reasonably 
mild otherwise, not one bird, other 
than some House Sparrows, was ob¬ 
served. Hence the “zero” as the 
statistic on the first line, “the least 
number of species observed on one 
morning”. This situation did not occur 
again. On the other hand, the low 
value, “one,” listed for the least num¬ 
ber of birds observed on one morning, 


repeated itself on two mornings, 
January 2 and January 28. On the 
first date a lone Chickadee greeted 
the writer, and on the second day a 
Starling broke the silence. 

Birding “on the run”, it should be 
added, was not withouts its limita¬ 
tions. As might be expected, hearing 
was relied upon heavily in birding 
in this manner, and many birds were 
actually seen, if at all, only after 
they had been heard giving their 
songs or calls. Automobile noise, 
therefore, frequently interfered con¬ 
siderably with detecting their pre¬ 
sence ; and the bird-walks-while- 
going-to-work, for the best results, 
had to be timed at intervals other 
than that used by the majority of, 
the people in going about their busi¬ 
ness. In spite of precautions, how¬ 
ever, many birds actually present in 
the vicinity were, no doubt, completely 
overlooked because of noise. 

Several species of birds presented 
special problems that the writer has 
yet to solve. Kinglets were the worst 
offenders. These little birds were as 
easily spotted as were the other 
feathered creatures, but it was an¬ 
other story to identify them to their 
species without stopping and using 
binoculars. As a result, the tabula¬ 
tions contain almost no records of 
these birds, although dozens of them 
were known to have been present. 

Censusing Chimney Swifts present¬ 
ed another difficulty. Because of the 
many trees in the residential areas, 
they could be spotted only where 
openings occurred, chiefly at corners. 
But how far did the Chimney Swifts 
range? Were the ones seen at Third 
Avenue the same ones as seen at 
Second Avenue, or were they different 
birds? Casual observation seemed to 
indicate that it was probably safe to 
tally all swifts seen every, two blocks, 
but it will have to be admitted that 
this was only an assumption. On a 
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Table 2. Summary of observations by species 


Species of birds 

Days on 

i which 

Observations 

Greatest no. 


seen 

during 1957 

observed on 


No. 

% 

No. 

% 

one day 

Killder 

1 

0.89 

1 

0.03 

1 

Mourning Dove 

57 

50.89 

265 

6.64 

12 

Chimney Swift 

41 

36.61 

409 

10.26 

37 

Yellow-shafted Flicker 

54 

48.21 

85 

2.13 

r 5 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

7 

6.25 

9 

0.23 

3 

Hairy Woodpecker 

17 

15.17 

18 

0.45 

2 

Downy Woodpecker 

25 

22.32 

27 

0.68 

2 

Eastern Kingbird 

4 

3.57 

5 

0.13 

2 

Western Kingbird 

8 

7.14 

14 

0.35 

4 

Great Crested Flycatcher 

1 

0.89 

1 

0.03 

1 

Purple Martin 

17 

15.17 

35 

0.88 

4 

Blue Jay 

39 

34.82 

132 

3.31 

11 

Crow 

20 

17.86 

197 

4.94 

125 

Black-capped Chickadee 

47 

41.96 

80 

2.01 

5 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

6 

5.36 

12 

0.30 

4 

Brown Creeper 

6 

5.36 

9 

0.23 

2 

House Wren 

25 

22.32 

58 

1.46 

4 

Catbird 

2 

1.79 

2 

0.05 

1 

Brown Thrasher 

5 

4.46 

7 

0.18 

2 

Robin 

89 

79.46 

1540 

38 'A 

100 

Wood Thrush 

1 

0.89 

1 

0.03 

1 

Swainson’s Thrush 

1 

0.89 

1 

0.03 

1 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

1 

0.89 

1 

0.03 

1 

Starling 

95 

84.82 

372 

9.34 

27 

Red-eyed Vireo 

7 

6.25 

10 

0.25 

2 

Warbling Vireo 

4 

3.57 

5 

0.13 

2 

Tennessee Warbler 

4 

3.57 

7 

0.18 

4 

Yellow Warbler 

6 

5.36 

14 

0.35 

5 

Myrtle Warbler 

5 

4.46 

5 

0.13 

1 

Yellowthroat 

2 

1.79 

2 

0.05 

1 

Western Meadowlark 

1 

0.89 

1 

0.03 

1 

Redwinged Blackbird 

5 

4.46 

31 

0.79 

20 

Orchard Oriole 

3 

2.68 

3 

0.08 

1 

Baltimore Oriole 

18 

16.07 

45 

1.13 

7 

Common Grackle 

67 

59.82 

440* 

11.04* 

30* 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

1 

0.89 

1 

0.03 

1 

Cardinal 

57 

50.89 

96 

2.31 

4 

Black-headed Grosbeak 

3 

2.68 

3 

0.08 

1 

Pine Siskin 

1 

0.89 

7 

0.18 

7 

American Goldfinch 

8 

7.14 

16 

0.40 

4 

Slate-colored Junco 

8 

7.14 

9 

0.23 

2 

Chipping Sparrow 

2 

1.79 

5 

0.13 

3 

Clay-colored Sparrow 

2 

1.79 

5 

0.13 

3 

Totals—43 species 

112 days 


3986* 


147* 


*The flock of 1000 Grackles are omitted from these computations. 
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relative basis, of course, it probably 
would not make a great deal of 
difference, for the records were made 
in the same way each day. 

Everything considered, however, it 
was felt that the successes of “bird- 
ing on the run” more than over¬ 
balanced the limitations and difficul¬ 
ties; and, as a consequence, plans are 


already underway to continue the 
study for several years to come. Five 
or ten year sets of records may 
ultimately provide some interesting 
population and behavior data, but if 
not, the project, as mentioned in the 
preliminary report, will continue to 
add zest to the pleasureable exercise 
of walking to work.** 


Table 3. Minimum, maximum, total, and average number of birds noted 


Least number of species observed on one morning 0 

Least number of birds observed on one morning 1 

Least number of species observed during one month 5 

Least number of bird records obtained during one month 51 

Greatest number of species observed on one morning 19 

Greatest number of birds observed on one morning 147* (1019) 

Greatest number of species observed during one month 29 

Greatest number of bird records obtained during one month 602* (1602) 
Total number of species observed during 1957 43 

Total number of bird records obtained during 1957 3986* (4986) 

Average number of species noted per morning 6.90# 

Average number of birds noted per morning 35.59 

Average number of species noted per month 15.36 

Average number of bird records obtained per month 362.36 


* The figures which follow in parentheses include the flock of 1000 Grackles 
mentioned in the text. 

# Note that this number could very well decrease with an increase in the 
number of trips made. 


**Dr, Bliese read this paper at the Nebr. Academy of Science, April 17, 1959. 


General Notes 

A Worm-eating Warbler specimen 
from western Nebraska —The Worm¬ 
eating Warbler has been reported 
in Nebraska only as a casual visitor 
in the extreme eastern part of the 
state (Omaha) (A.O.U. Checklist 
of North American Birds, Fifth ed., 
1957). Of special interest, therefore, 
is a specimen which was found dead 
near Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff County, 
by Mrs. Jack Brashear. Mrs. Bras- 
hear reports that she saw several of 
these birds feeding in a chokecherry 


thicket about October 14, 15, and 16, 
1957, at which time the specimen was 
found. The bird which is preserved 
in formalin is an immature with the 
skull incompletely ossified and in 
fresh winter plumage. The sex could 
not be determined. The specimen is 
now in the collections of the Univer¬ 
sity of Minnesota Museum of Natural 
History. 

—Dwain W. Warner, Museum 
of Natural History, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
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Goose, Blue 21, 51, 53 
Canada, 53, 68 
Snow, 21, 51, 53 
White-fronted, 21, 53 
Gordon, 6, 50 
Gosawk, 21, 54 

Grackle, Common, 23, 37, 39, 65, 67, 
68, 71, 72 
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Grand Island, 51 
Grebe, Eared, 36, 39, 52, 67 
Horned, 39, 52 
Pied-billed, 6, 36, 39, 52, 67 
Western, 52 
Griffin, Verneil, 51 
Grosbeak, Black-headed, 6, 10, 23, 37, 
39, 65, 68, 72 
Blue, 23, 28, 37, 65, 68 
Evening, 65 

Rose-breasted, 10, 23, 30, 37, 38, 39, 
65 

Grouse, Sharp-tailed, 6, 28, 36, 55, 68 
Gull, Franklin’s 21, 39, 57, 67, 68 
Glaucous, 35 
Herring, 39, 56 
Ring-billed, 39, 56, 68 
Gurney, Charles, 38 
Mrs. Charles, 38 
Habeger, Ruth, 38 
Haecker, Fred W., 35 
Hall, Willis, 38 
Mrs. Willis, 38 
Halsey, 6 

Hansen, Mrs. Chris, 36 
Harrison, 8 
Hastings, 20, 50 
Hawk, Cooper’s, 21, 54 
Broad-winged, 54, 67 
Duck, See Falcon, Peregrine 
Ferruginous, 3, 4, 21, 55 
Krider’s Red-tailed, 3 
Marsh, 3, 12, 21, 36, 38, 55, 68 
Pigeon, 3, 21, 55 
Red-shouldered, 31, 54 
Red-tailed, 3, 13, 21, 36, 39, 54, 68 
Rough-legged, 3, 12, 21, 39, 55, 68 
Sharp-shinned, 3, 21, 54 
Sparrow, 3, 14, 21, 36, 39, 55, 68 
Swainson’s, 3, 13, 21, 36, 39, 55, 68 
Hebron, 32 
Heebner, Gordon, 28 
Heineman, Mrs. Paul (Lorene), 30, 
50, 69 

Helgesen, Mildred, 50 
Patty, 50 

Hepperlin, C. W., 18 
Heron, Black-crowned Night, 21, 36, 
39, 53, 68 

Great Blue, 21, 31, 36, 38, 53, 67, 68 
Green, 53 


Little Blue, 53 
Yellow-crowned Night, 53 
Hershey, 29, 36 
Horskey, L. O. 51 
Houser, Mrs. Geo., 51 
Hughlett, Charles A., 38 
Hummingbird, Black-chinned, 40 
Broad-tailed, 40 
Calliope, 40 
Rufous, 40 

Ruby-throated, 22, 58 
Huntley, C. W. (Bill), 20, 38, 52 
Jay, Blue, 9, 36, 39, 60, 68, 72 
Pinon, 36, 60 
Johnson, Carl M., 38 
Jones, J. Knox, Jr., 6, 42 
Margaret E., 52 
Junco, 30, 35 

Gray-headed, 23, 28, 66 
Montana, 28 
Oregon, 23, 66, 68 
Slate-colored, 23, 66, 68, 72 
Kearney, 20, 36, 41, 69 
Keim, George W., 25 
Kennedy, 6 

Killdeer, 6, 21, 36, 39, 56, 68, 72 
Kingbird, Eastern, 8, 19, 22, 36, 39, 

58, 67, 68, 72 

Western, 8, 20, 22, 29, 30, 36, 39, 

59, 67, 68, 72 

Kingfisher, Belted, 39, 58, 68 
Kinglet, 71 

Golden-crowned, 22, 62, 68, 72 
Ruby-crowned, 22, 62 
Knox, Sharron, 50 
Krause, Herbert, 38 
Lanka, Clarence, 52 
Lark, Horned, 8, 22, 36, 39, 41, 59, 68 
Lehmann, Albert, 40 
Lemley, George, 52 
Mrs. George, 52 
Lenneman, Mrs. Nita, 52 
Lewis, Carroll, 52 
Lincoln, 24, 25, 30, 36, 40, 52 
Logan, Mrs. E. C., 52 
Long, Joe, 52 

Longspur, Chestnut-collared, 24, 41, 
67 

Lapland, 24, 67 
Smith’s, 67 
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Loon, Common, 39, 52 
Loppnow, Eddy, 50 
Marguerite, 50 
Lord, T. C., 26 
Luebben, Mrs. Mildred, 51 
Lueshen, John, 38 

Mrs. John (Willetta), 20, 25, 26, 
30, 38 
Lyons, 50 
Magpie, 31 

Black-billed, 22, 36, 60, 68 
Mallard, 6, 7, 21, 36, 39, 53, 68 
Martin, 30 

Purple, 36, 39, 60, 72 
Mathisen, John, 28, 36, 50, 68 
Mrs. John (Ann), 28, 36, 50, 68 
Population Dynamics of Diurnal 
Birds of Prey in the Panhandle of 
Nebraska, 2-5 and 12-16 
McCook, 41 
McGlasson, Genie, 25 
Meadowlark, 31, 41, 51 
Eastern, 23, 29, 64 
Western, 23, 37, 39, 64, 68, 72 
Merganser, Common (American), 54 
Hooded, 54 
Red-breasted, 32, 39 
Merritt, Vance, 52 
Miller, Kenneth, 50 
Mockingbird, 22, 36, 61 
Monthly Record of Birds Occurring 
at Bladen, Webster, County, 1957 
and 1958 by Harold Turner, 21-24 
Moore, Merle, 52 
Morton, Margaret, 52 
Moser, R. Allyn, 35, 43 
Myers, Gary J., 6 
Nebraska National Forest, 6 
Nelson, Burton, 38 
Evelyn, 50 
Johnny, 50 

Nesting of the Scissor-tailed Fly¬ 
catcher in Gage County, submitted 
by Mary Sturmer, 19-20 
Newell, Wallace, 52 
Newill, Gwen 50 

Nighthawk, Common, 22, 39, 57, 67, 68 

1958 Nesting Report by M. L. and 
C. G. Pritchard, 36-37 

1959 Treasurer’s Report, 26 
Norfolk, 28 


North Platte, 20, 36, 40, 43, 52 
Notes on Summer Birds of Western 
Nebraska, by Norman L. Ford, 6-12 
Nuthatch, Pygmy, 8, 31 
Red-breasted, 60 
White-breasted, 30, 36, 39, 60 
Olson, Mrs. A. E., 50 
Omaha, 31, 35, 40, 51 
Omaha Audubon Club, 35 
Oriole, Baltimore, 23, 32, 37, 39, 64, 
68, 72 

Bullock’s, 36, 64 

Orchard, 10, 23, 29, 32, 37, 39, 64, 
68, 72 

Osprey, 3, 32 
Ovenbird, 9, 39, 63 
Owl, Barn, 57 
Barred, 57 

Burrowing, 22, 39, 57 
Great Horned, 22, 36, 39, 57, 68 
Long-eared, 22, 50, 57 
Screech, 22, 30, 36, 57, 68 
Short-eared, 22, 50, 57 
Partridge, 36 
Chukar, 52 

Gray (Hungarian), 39 
Patton, Mrs. F. J., 19, 20, 32 
Peckman, Roxana, 51 
Pelican, White, 30, 39, 52, 68 
Pennington, Iola, 29, 30 
Perkins, Mary L., 38, 51 

Dr. R. Allyn Moser’s Contribution 
to Ornithology, 35 
Peru, 52 

Peterson, Liven A., 38, 51 
Pewee, Eastern Wood, 22, 36, 39, 59, 
68 

Western Wood, 8, 36, 59 
Phalarope, Wilson’s, 36, 39, 56 
Pheasant, Ring-necked, 21, 36, 39, 55, 
68 

Phoebe, Eastern, 22, 36, 39, 59 
Say’s, 22, 36, 39, 41, 59 
Pine Ridge, 2 
Pintail, 21, 36, 39, 53 
Pipit, American, see Water 
Sprague’s, 22, 62 
Water, 22, 62 
Plain view, 36 
Plattsmouth, 30, 50 
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Plover, Black-bellied, 39, 56 
Piping, 35, 39, 56 
Semipalmated, 39, 56 
Upland, 6, 21, 28, 36, 39, 56, 68 
Poor-will, 6, 36, 57 

Population Dynamics of Diurnal 
Birds of Prey in the Panhandle of 
Nebraska, by John and Ann Mathi- 
sen, 2-5 and 12-16 
Pritchard, C. G., 24, 25 
Mrs. C. G. (Mary Hanson), 25, 26 
1958 Nesting Report, 36-37 
Quail, Coturnix, 39 
Rail, Virginia, 7, 68 
Rapp, William F., Jr., 8, 9, 25, 35, 
The Distribution of the Western 
Red-bellied Woodpecker in the Mis¬ 
souri River Valley, 43-44 
Raven, 32 
Redhead, 36, 39 
Redpoll, Common, 65 
Redstart, 6 

American, 9, 23, 37, 39, 64 
Rhodes, Bill, 52 
Ritchey, Mrs. Ellen, 26, 38 
Robb, Mrs. John, 52 
Robin, 9, 22, 30, 36, 39, 61, 68, 71, 72 
Rosswick, Marguerite, 51 
Runyon, Mrs. Harold, 52 
Rushton, Alice, 51 
Sanderling, 39 

Sandpiper, Baird’s, 21, 39, 56 
Least, 39, 56 
Pectoral, 39, 56 
Red-backed, see Dunlin 
Semipalmated, 39, 56 
Solitary, 21, 56, 67 
Spotted, 21, 36, 39, 56 
Stilt, 56 

White-rumped, 39, 56 
Sapsucker, Williamson’s (Natalie’s), 
52, 58 

Yellow-bellied, 58 
Scaup, Lesser, 21, 36, 39, 54, 67 
Schwilling, Marvin, 20 
Scottsbluff, 36, 52 
Seabury, Mrs. George, 50 
Lloyd, 50 
Mrs. Lloyd, 36 

Shickley, Mrs. Gail, 20, 40, 52 


Shoveller, 21, 36, 39, 54, 67 
Shrike, Loggerhead, 22, 36, 39, 62, 68 
Northern, 22, 62, 68 
Sioux City, 30, 40, 42, 43 
Siskin, Pine, 11, 23, 37, 65, 72 
Smith, Mrs. Esther, 51 
Mildred K., 51 
Snipe, Common, 21, 56 
Solitaire, Townsend’s, 61, 68 
Some Early Records of the Wild 
Turkey in Nebraska by J. Knox 
Jones, Jr., 42 
Somerhalder, Carol, 52 
Sora, 6, 55 

Sparrow, Baird's, 23, 66 

Chipping, 23, 37, 39, 66, 72 
Clay-colored, 23, 39, 66, 72 
Field, 12, 24, 39, 67 
Fox, 67 

Grasshopper, 11, 23, 37, 39, 66 
Harris’, 24, 39, 67, 68 
House, 23, 29, 32, 36, 39, 41, 64, 68, 
70, 71 

Lark, 11, 23, 37, 39, 66, 67, 68 
Leconte’s, 23, 66 
Lincoln’s, 24, 67, 68 
Savannah, 23, 39, 66 
Song, 24, 37, 39, 67, 68, 69 
Swamp, 67 
Tree, 23, 66, 68 
Vesper, 23, 66, 68 
White-crowned, 24, 39, 67, 68 
White-throated, 24, 67, 68, 69 
Springview, 52 
Stamford, 52 
Stapleton, 52 

Starling, 22, 30, 36, 39, 41, 62, 68, 71, 
72 

Stephens, T. C., 43 
Stone, Elton E., 50 
Henrietta, 50 

Sturmer, Mary, 20, 29, 32, 51 
Swallow, Bank, 36, 39, 59 
Barn, 22, 31, 36, 39, 59, 68 
Cliff, 36, 39, 60, 68 
Rough-winged, 8, 22, 36, 39, 59 
Tree, 39, 59 
Violet-green, 36, 59 
Swanson, Alvin, 50 
Carl H., 40, 51 
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Swenk, Jane B., 35 
Myron H,, 35, 42, 43 
Swift, Chimney, 22, 36, 39, 58, 68, 71, 
72 

White-throated, 8, 58 
Tanager, Scarlet, 10, 39, 65 
Western, 10, 37, 65 
Teal, Blue-winged, 6, 21, 36, 39, 53, 67 
Cinnamon, 39 

Green-winged, 21, 36, 39, 53, 67, 68 
Tern, Black, 21, 39, 57 
Common, 39, 57, 68 
Forster’s, 21, 39, 57 
Least, 21, 57 

Thrasher, Brown, 22, 32, 36, 39, 50, 
61, 67, 68, 72 

Third Mid-winter Meeting, 20 
Thirty-fifth Annual Cooperative 
Spring Migration and Occurrence 
Report, 50-67 

Thrush, Gray-cheeked, 22, 39, 61 
Hermit, 61 

Olive-backed, see Swainson’s 
Swainson’s, 22, 39, 61, 67, 68, 72 
Wood, 6, 31, 36, 39, 61, 72 
Titmouse, Tufted, 30, 36, 60 
Tordoff, Harrison B., 6 
Tout, Wilson, 43 

Towhee, Rufous-sided, 6, 11, 23, 37, 
38, 39, 66, 68 
Trenton, 29 
Tryon, 29 
Turkey, Wild, 42 

Turner, Harold, 24, 28, 29, 32, 52 
Valentine, 6 
Vaughan, Terry A., 6 
Veery, 22, 61 
Viehmeyer, Glenn, 52 
Mrs. Glenn, 36, 52 
Vireo, Bell’s, 6, 9, 23, 28, 36, 39, 62 
Blue-headed 68, also see Solitary 
Philadelphia, 39, 52, 62 
Red-eyed, 6, 9, 36, 39, 62, 68, 72 
Solitary, 62 

Warbling, 23, 36, 39, 62, 68, 72 
White-eyed, 62 
Yellow-throated, 62 
Vulture, Turkey, 3, 21, 39, 54, 68 
Wake, Mary Ann, 52 
Walters, Don, 50 
L. E. 36 


Warbler, Audubon’s, 9, 63 
Bay-breasted, 52, 63 
Black-and-white, 6, 9, 39, 62 
Blackburnian, 63 
Blackpoll, 39, 63 
Black-throated Green, 52, 63 
Canada, 64 
Cape May, 23, 52, 63 
Cerulian, 31, 63 
Chestnut-sided, 63 
Connecticut, 63 
Kentucky, 63 
MacGillivray’s, 63 
Magnolia, 23, 39, 63 
Mourning, 63 

Myrtle, 23, 39, 63, 67, 68, 72 
Nashiville, 23, 63 
Orange-crowned, 23, 39, 63 
Palm, 63 
Parula, 23, 28 
Prairie, 63 
Prothonotary, 50, 62 
Tennessee, 23, 39, 63, 72 
Wilson’s, 23, 64 
Worm-eating, 50, 63, 73 
Yellow, 23, 29, 37, 39, 63, 38, 72 
Waterthrush, Louisiana, 63 
Northern, 23, 63 
Watson, Nellie, 51 
Warner, Dwain W., 73 
Wauneta, 29, 30 
Waxwing, Cedar, 22, 62, 68 
Bohemian, 62 
Weare, Mrs. Allie, 52 
Wensien, Mrs. Ruth, 52 
Whimbrel, 56 
Whip-poor-will, 57 
Whitmus, Gladys B., 25, 52 
Harold, 52 

Widgeon, American, 36, 54 
Wiegers, Claude, 52 
Willet, 6, 39, 56 
Winter, Bertha C., 25, 38, 40 
Wirt, Don, 51 
Wisner, 30 
Witschy, Roy, 52 
Mrs. Roy, 36, 52 
Wolcott, Robert H., 35 
Woodpecker, Downy, 8, 22, 36, 39, 58, 
68, 72 

Hairy, 8, 22, 36, 39, 58, 72 
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Red-bellied, 22, 28, 30, 36, 39, 43, 
50, 58 

Red-headed, 22, 36, 39, 58, 68, 72 
Lewis’, 58 
Worley, J. E., 27 
Wren, Bewick’s, 22, 61 
Carolina, 61 

House, 22, 31, 32, 36, 39, 60, 68, 72 
Long-billed Marsh, 50, 61 
Marsh, 68 


Rock, 6, 36, 61 
Winter, 31, 61 
Wymore, 19, 20, 32 
Yellowlegs, Greater, 21, 39, 56, 68 
Lesser, 21, 39, 56, 68 
Yellowthroat, 6, 9, 23, 29, 37, 63, 68, 
72 

Young, S. R., 52 
Mrs. S. R., 52 
Youngworth, William, 42 


Plan now to attend the Fifty-Ninth Annual Meeting of the Nebraska Orni¬ 
thologists’ Union in the beautiful Chadron State Park in the Pine Ridge 
of Nebraska, May 21-22, 1960. 






